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CONTAINING g 
An Abſtract of the Penal-Laws againſt 


Prophaneneſs and Vice. 


A Form of the Warrants iſſued out upon Of- 
fenders againſt the ſaid Laws. 5 
Directions to Inferior Officers in the Execution of their Office. 
Prudential Rules for the giving of Informations to the Ma- 
| giſtrates in theſe Caſes, e . 
A Specimen of an Agreement for the Forming of a Soci 
for Reformation of Manners in any City, Town, or larger Village 
of the Kingdom. | 
And Her Majeſty's Proclamation for Preventing and Puniſh- 
ing Immorality and Prophaneneſs; and the late Act of Parltament 
againſt prophane Swearing and Curling. 

To which is added, | 8 

An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformation of 
Manners in England and Ireland, and other parts of the World. 
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4 Help to a National Reformation. GA. by 


With Reaſons and Directions for our Engaging in this Glorious 


Special Obligations of Magiſtrates - 
To be diligent in the Ereention of the Pengl-Laws againſt | 
tional Reformation. 


Some Conſiderations offered to ſuch unhappy Perſons 


Uncleanneſs, and are not paſt Counſel. | 


Printed for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and Inferior Offi- 
cers, and the Direction and Encouragement of private Perſons, 
who in any part of the Kingdom, are engaged in the Glorious 

. Work of Reformation, or are Religiouſly diſpoſed to contri. 
o bute" their Endeavours for the Promoting of it. 


Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, for the Effecting of a Na- 


as are guilty of prophane Swearing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, and | | 
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AS ve bave unqueſtionable Authority 
on our Religion, our Laws and 
our Government, for the applynig our ſelves' 
to the Promoting of 4 National Reforma- 
tion; and have the great Encouragement, 
for our ſetting our ſelves heartily to this pions- 
Work, of 'a publick Approbation, Y a con- 
ſiderable Number of the Lords Spiritual ant 
Temporal , and Honourable Judges of 
the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, of the 
Methods by which the Reformation - hath 
been carried on, for ſeveral Tears paſt, with 
great Succeſs, in both theſe Kingdoms ; and 
have moreover the Example and Aſſiſtance of 
ſo many Bodies of Men as are now engaged 
in it, in ſeveral Parts of the Nation, and 


* which, for ſome Months paſt, have ſo exceed- 


FA ig 


The Preface. 

ingly encreas d in our Cities and Corporations; 

as to give us hopes, that Societies for Re- 
formation will now, in, 4 very little time, be 
carrying on through alt Parts of the King- 
dom, end 4 Reformation of Manners very 
far advanc & So there are publiſhed in theſe | 
Papers ſuch plain and full Directions for all | 
Perſons. to give their Aſſiſtance in this Noble | 
Undegtaking, that tis to be hoped that Men 
will not now eaſy find any Juſt Excuſes, un- 
der theje Encouragements and Advanteges,: for 
their declining to aſſiſt in it, one way, or other, 
who have either 4 Love to God, or. Charity. 
to Man, am Juſt Regar d to their Dat), K 
to. the Welfare of their Country or Paſterity. 
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By the QUEEN; 
A PROCLAMATION, 


kor the Encouragement of 


IE Tv and VIRTUE, 


And for the Preyemtng and Puniſhing. of 


Vier ice, ee & Imnoroliy. 


F 9 2 WEDEREAS on dur Ac- 
8 of cellion to the Thzaone, Me 
N thou tit, by the Ad⸗ 
A vice af Dur K Coun⸗ 
al to. Jilue out Dur 
20 POE ) Royal Pioclamation. for 
Gy the Encouragement of 
Piety and Virtue, ne. fo? 
me preventing and Puniching ol Mes 
Prophaneneſs, and Immorali ; © And whereas 
We have dern WO hat Our Ps : 


as: ac 


= * 


By the QUE E N, 


mentioned in the laid Proclamation have not 
been executed accozding to Our jult Erpeita- 
tion and Command 3 We molt ſerioudy 
and religioufly conſidering, That it is an 


indiſpenfible Duty on Us, to be careful, 


above all other things, to preſerve and ad- 
vance the Honour and Scrvice of Almighty 
God, and to diſcourage and ſuppreſs all 
Vice, Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, and Immorali- 
ty, Which are lo highly diſpleaſing to God, 
ſo great a Repꝛoach to Our Religion and 
Government, and (by means of the frequent 
ill Cramples of the Pꝛacticers thereof) have 
ſo fatal a Tendency to the Cozruption of 
many of Dur loving Subjects, otherwiſe 
Rcligioufly and Uirtuoufly diſpoſed, and 
Which (it not timely remedied) may juſtly 
draw down the Divine Gengeance on Us 
and Dur Kingdoms: Me alſo humbly ac- 
knowledging, That We cannot . expeft the 
Blelling and Goodneſs of Almighty God 
(by whom Kings and Queens Reign) and 
on which We entirely rely) to make Dur 
Reign happy and p2oſperous to Dur Self 
and Our People, noꝛ hope to2 the Divine 
Aſſiſtance to deliver Us from the great and 
imminent Dangers which Our Kingdoms, 
and the true Pꝛoteſtant Religion, Ellablich⸗ 
ed among Us, are in this preſent Juniture 
threatned with, without a . wo 
Es rvan 


——— — — 
— 
—— —ęV—ꝛ — 


their own Uirtue 


A Proclamation: 
ſervance of God's poly Laws: To the Jn- 
tent therefoze that Religion, Piety, and 
d Hanners may (accozding to Dur molt 


arty Deſire) flouriſh and increaſe un- 
der Our Adminittration and Government, 
We have thought fit (by the Advice of Dur 
Pzivy Council) to iſſue this Our Royal 
Pꝛoclamation, and do hereby declare Dur 
Royal Purpoſe and Reſolution to difcoun= 
tenance and puniſh all manner of Vice, 
Prophaneneſs, and Immorality, in all Perſons 
of whatſoever Degree oz Quality, within 
this Dur Realm, and particularly in ſuch 
as are employed near Dur Royal Perſon3 
and that fo2 the greater Encouragement of 
Religion and Pozality, We will, upon all 
Occaſions, dillinguiſy Perſons of Piety 
and Uirtue, Ka Parks of Dur Royal Fa⸗ 
vour. And We do expeit and require, that 
all Perſons of Honour, 02 in Place of 
Authozity, will give good Example by 
| ad Picty, and to their 
utmoſt, contribute Fo the diſcountenanc= 
ing Perſons of diflolute and debauched 
Lives, that they being by that Means re. 
duced to Shame and Contempt, foz their 
looſe and evil Actions and Behaviour, may 
be thereby alſo enforced the ſooner to refoznr 
their ill Habits and Praſtices, and that the 
viſible Diſpleaſure or god Yen towards 


them, 


- * * 


By the QU E E N. 


them, map (as far as it is poflibie) ſup 
What the Laws (probably) cannot altoget 1 
. nd We do hereby Uriitly enjoyn 
mohibit all our loving SUIS of 
whats * ce 02 7 15 ſoever, from Play⸗ 
ing Hor *'+da Dice, Cards, oz any 
othie ame in [ſdover, either in Publick 
02 P2ivate poules, ** other Place oꝛ Places 
Whatfoerer 3 and do hereby require and com- 
mand them, and every of them, decentl 
and ei to attend the — 
Sod on every L02d's-day, on Pain of 
highell Di h deen and of being —.— 
ie by Lat the ufmoſi Kigour that ma 
K 


g of Al fry Palees (be by 
ming of a ons, 
teaſon of 1195 di oute Lives and Con⸗ 
Toh, Gu are a dal to Dur King 
furthe 15 Pieaſure is, and We 
2 N e and Command 
os Sheriffs, Juftices 
of the 5 mln * all other Dur Officers 
Pini ne Eccleſiaſlical and Civil, 
— 1 other Dur Subjeits whom it may 
oncern, to be very vigilant and frift in the 
e and the etfeſtual Pꝛoſecution and 
ient of all -Perfons who ſhall be 
Salt excelſive Drinking, Blaſphemy, Pro- 
ane Swearing aud Curſing, Leu dneſs, Pro- 
Pha 


lute, 


on of the | pl 02 other Diſfo- 


02 otheꝛ Publick Houſes whatſorver, from 


A Proclamation. 


inte; Immozal, o Diſozderly Prafticess 
wp that they take care — my 
y to fup -pouſes ,, Pub. 
lick Gaming Þouſes _ 7 and other 


di loꝛderly Houſes; and to put in Execution 


the Statute made in the Nine and Twen. 
tieth Peaz of the Reign of Dur late-Royal 
Uncle King Charles the Second, JIntituleds 
An Act for the better Obſervation of the Loidg⸗ 
day, commonly called Sunday ; and alſo an 
At of Parliament made in the Ninth Bear 
of the Keign of Dur late dear Bzother Ring 
William the Third, Jntituled, An Act for the 
more effeQual Suppreſſing of Blaſphemy an 
ns 5 = on Rang L406 now- in 

ozce foꝛ uniching an ppreſliing 
p of the Gices afozetaid 3 and alſo to 
preſs and pzevent all Gaming what⸗ 
ſoever in Publick 02 Pꝛivate Houſes on the 


 L02d's-day 3 and likewiſe that they take ef- 


titual Care to prevent all Perſons keeping 
Taverns, Chocolate-Houſes, Coffee-Hontes; 


felling Wine, Chocolate, Coffee, Ale, Beer, 
02 other Liquoꝛs, 02 receiving 02 permitting 


Gueſts to be 02 remain in ſuch their Þouſes 


on the Lozd's-day, (except in caſe of Neceſ- 
1 and Charitp) as they Will anſwer it to 
m 
high ſpleaſure. and foz the mane ek⸗ 
| fectual 


{mighty God, and upon pain ok Dar 
lt Di 


3 


By the Q U E E N, 
 fefual pꝛoceeding herein, We do hereby 
direct and command all Dur Judges of 


ſtrict Charges at their reſpective Alliz es 
and Sellions, fo2 the due Pꝛoſecution and 
Puniſhment of all}Þerſons that all pꝛeſume 
to offend in any the kinds afoꝛelaid, andalſo 
of all Perſons that, contrary to their Tn 
ſhall be remiſs 02 negligent in putting th 
{aid Laws in Execution; and that they do 
at their reſpective Allizes and Quarter- 
Seſſions of the Peace, cauſe this Dur Pꝛo⸗ 
clamation to be publickly read in open 
Court, immediately bekoze the Charge is 
given. And TWe do hereby further charge 
and command every Yiniſter in his reſpe- 
ctive Pariſh-Church o2 Chappel, to read, 
N2 cauſe to be read, this Dur Proclamation 
at leaſt Four times in every Pear, 1mme- 
diately after Divine Service, and to incite 
and ftir up their reſpective Auditozies to the 
Pꝛactice of Piety and Uirtue, and avoid- 
ing of all Jmmozality and P2ophaneneſs. 
And to the end that all Uice and Oebauchery 
may be prevented, and Religion and Uiz- 
tue pꝛactiſed by all Officers, pzivate-Sol- 
diers, Mariners, and others, Who are em- 
ploped in Dur Service, by Sta 02 Land, 


ut do hereby ſtꝛictly charge and command 
all Dur Commanders and Officers . 
f kver, 


Allize, and Juſtices of the Peace; to give 


— 


A Proclamation. 


ſocver, that they do take care to avoid all 
P2ophaneneſs, Debauchery, and other Im- 
mozalities and that by their own good 
and virtuous Lives and Converſations 
they do ſet god Examples to all fuch as 
are under their Care and Authoaty, and 


likewiſe take Care of and inſpect the Beha- 
viour of all ſuch as are under them, and 
to punich all thoſe who Call be guilty of 
any the Offences afozeſaid, as they will be 


anſwerable fo2 the ill Conſequences of their 
Neglect herein. 


Given at our Court at St, James's the 


Five and Twentieth Day of February, 
1702. In the Firſt Year of Our Reign. 


G O D Save the QUEEN. 
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And other Parts of the World. T 
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Suppoſe that you have n of the Attempts 

that have been made by the Societies for Refarmas' | 
tion of Manners, for the promoting the Executi- 
on of the Penal Laws: againſt. Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery, begun by ſome few. Perſons of the Church of 
England, and moſt of them private Men, o reſolved 
to make their Efforts, and agresck to meet frequently 
together to concert proper Meaſures, for: n | 
a _ to 2 Inundation * Vice and that A 


# 


2 


* * 4 
* 4» aol 


— 5 | | 51 
2 An Account of the Progreſs 
that had broke in upon us, and threatned our Ruine: 
That the Endeavours of theſe Societies, which are 
now become ſo numerous, are ſpreading in other far 
diſtant Nations, and were thus happily begun, have 
kad a very great Succeſs, by God's Bleſſing, for the 
Suppreſling of Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Blaſphemy, 
Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, Drunkenzeſs, and the Un- 
clearmeſs that was committed in the Infamous Houſes in 
and about London, and other Parts of the Kingdom; 
be. and the giving a great Check to the Open Lewaneſ: that 
was tranſacted, to our high Reproach, in many of the 
Streets of this great City ; Beſides the great Good that 
bath been done by them ſince they have enlarged their 
Deſigns, in promoting the ſincere Prattice of Religion, by 
their procuring ſo many Books and Papers to be writ for 
the awakening of Men to a Senſe of their Sins, and Con- 
cern for their Souls; the exciting of them to 4 conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of Family Duty; and the laying open to 
the World the outragious Diſorders and execrable Im- 
pieties of out moſt ſcandalous Play- Houſes , with the 
fatal Effects of them to the Nation in general, and the 
manifeſt Sin and Danger of particular Perſons frequen- 
ting of them; and in giving away, at their own Fæpence, 
a great Number of thoſe Books and Papers that they 
procured to be publiſhed on ſuch proper Subjetts for the ef- 
fecting a Reformation; andlaſtly, the promoting of the Edu- 
cation of Poor Children in the Principles of Religion, and 
the employing of them (with their Learning) in ſome ſuch 
Work as may render them more ſerviceable to the Pub- 
lick. That theſe Attempts for Suppreſſing of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs, by the Execution of the Laws, have been 
publickly and ſolemnly Approved by a conſiderable 
| Number of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Ho- 
nourable Judges of the Kingdoms of England and Ire- 
land; and have been recommended occaſionally, and 
in another manner, by moſt of the other of our Right 
8 - | Reverend 


—— 
a 


e the Reformation of Manners, 3 
Reverend Biſhops, in their Circular Letters, print- 
ed 1699. (of which I ſhall take ſome farther Notice) 
But you may not be acquainted, That His late Ma- 
jeſty having this Affair laid before him by one of his 
chief Miniſters of State, promiſed the Societies not 
only his Protection, but Countenance: And that our 
preſent Illuſtrious QUEEN, ſince the Iſſuing out of 
Her Proclamations againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs, hath 
been graciouſly pleaſed to fignifie Her Approbation 
of this Work: That theſe Endeavours are carryin 

on in moſt Parts!of this Kingdom, and in many of thoſe 
of Ireland, as I could enumerate to you if *twere ne- 
ceſlary ; and have been applauded and recommended, 
in a publick manner, as fit to be imitated by other 
Chriſtian States, by the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
French Churches, who were appointed to take this Af- 
fair into their Conſideration ;and have been lately very 


ſolemnly Approved by divers of the Nobility, and 


by the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, where this Work is now ſo far 
advanced, that beſides the Societies for Reformation late- 
ly ſet up in other Parts of that Kingdom, there were 
(we are informed) ſome Months ſince, Thirteen of 
theſe Societies in the City of Edinburgh alone; in 
which City, the Magiſtrates have upon this occaſion 
lately erected a new Court againſt Immorality; and 
that 'tis to be hop'd, that, with Gad's Bleſling, a great 
part of the Chriſtian World will be influenced here- 
by, the Account of theſe Societies being already Tran- 


flated into the French and High- Dutch Languages, and 


hath been ſome time ſince Tranſlating into the Latin, 
for the Propagating the ſame Glorious Deſign in o- 
ther Nations; by which means a great part of the 
World will be ſoon acquainted with this Underta- 
king, and the Succeſs of it, and it may reaſonably - 
be expected, will be excited to an Imitation: op 

hs this 


EDI 


4 AJ Account of the Progreſs | 
this may the rather be hop'd, ſince. the reſtraining of 
Men from publick Vices, and open Violations of Re- 
ligion, hath, I think, ever been thought the great In- 
tereſt and Buſineſs of Government, is what the Laws 
of civilized Nations, tho' they may be more or leſs 
ſevere in different Countries, provide againſt, Anci- 
ent and Modern, Heathen and Chriſtian Legiſlators, Pa- 
piſts and Proteſtants, Jews and Mahometans agree in; 
and ſince moreover ſo many learned and pious Per- 
ſons, in divers parts of Europe and America, are al- 
ready ſucceſsfully engaged in Promoting of this Work, 
by Societies, after the Example of England. 

A Reverend Divine, who hath been lately in our 
Northern Plantations in America, by the Encourage- 
ment of divers of our Biſhops, for the Propagating 
Chriſtianity there, order'd a whole Impreſſion of the 
Account of the Societies to be Printed off, and ſent thi- 
ther, for the promoting a Reformation, by theſe Me- 
thods, in thoſe Parts of the World. And this Re- 
verend Perſon the laſt Month told me, that he thinks 
they have ſince made a more remarkable Reformation 
there, than is in either of Her Majeſty's Kingdoms. 

From the Iſland of Jamaica, Dr. Tod, Rector of 
St. Thomas in the Vale, tells us, That at a general Meet- 
iog of the Clergy of that Iſtand at St. Jago de la Vaga 
Novemb, 27. 1700. by the appointment of their Com- 
millary, the Clergy, in conjunction with divers of the 
Gentlemen of that Country, had formed themſelves 
into a Society for Reformation of Manners, and the Propa- 
gat.on of Chriſtian Knowledge:, and that the Governour 
of that Iſland had under his Hand Signed his full 
Approbation of it, and their Orders. 

Tis affirmed by a Perſon of Integrity, who is come 
over from Flanders, that they have very much ſuppreſ- 
ied the A orderiy Houſes in Bruſſels, (the Popiſh Prieſts 
in that City having gone about to the Publick Houſes, 

5 ex- 
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exborting them to leave off their Irregularities) as he 
alſures me they had done the Adfuſick- Houſes, which 
were generally-Honſes of ill Fame, in Amſterdam in 
Holland; from whence Monſieur Bonage has wrote 
to a Perſon in Ireland, to be informed what Progreſs 
Religion hath, made in that Kingdom ſince Sorteries 
have been ſet up in it, being it ſeems deſirous, as this 
Gentleman informs me, to engage himſelf in this 
Work in Holland, N 
By a Letter from Switzerland, dated in Octob. 1700; 
we were acquainted, That an Account of our Societies 
was tranſlated into the Higb-Dutch Language; and 
that they were making ſome Progreſs in this Un- 
dertaxing. N bl 
From Schafhauſen twas wrote, Jar. 12: 1700. That 
they rejoiced to hear of our Zeal in England, from 
an Account of our Societies, which was there tranſlated; 
and that they had Examples of the ſame ſort of Societies. 
From Germany we have the following Account from 
Dr. Franck, Divinity Profeſſor in the City of Hall 
in Saxony, Jan. 21. 1700. who writes thus to ſome 
Perſons in this Place: The eminent Succeſs of your Un- 
dertakings bath been made known in Germany by the Reve- 
rend Dr. Jablonski, Chaplain to the newly Crowned Kin 


of Pruſſia, who hath tranſlated the Account of the Soci- 


eties out ef Engliſh into the German Language. Nor 
bath this Gentleman: Labours in it proved unſucceſsful : 
For beſides the good it hath done to the Souls of many par- 
ticular Pcrſpns, who have been awakened thereby to a great 
er Concern for their Spiritual Edification, it hath had 4 
particular good Effect at Norenburgh, in that it hath mig h- 
tily put forward and cucopraged a Society, conſiſting of 4 
great Number of Citizens, who had ſome time before be- 
gan to meet at each others Houſes upon 4 religious Account, 
and from a fincere deſire of the Truth; as 4 very worthy 
Perſon hath, 6 the Requeſt Y them all, acquainted * 
9 „ 8 3 | | 


* 


— 


45 


-'- 
* — 


6—( CCI 
„ 


— 
_y 
* . 


23 — UG w— ⁵ ¶ O — 


6 An Account of the Pfogreſs 
From Rotterdam, the famous Monſieur Jurien hearing 
of theſe Societies, takes Notice in a tranſporting man- 
ner, in a Letter to a Divine in London, That amidſt 
the many Societies that were in the World about the 
Concerns of Gold and Silver, and for bringing the 
Wealth of the Indies into other Countries, he had at 
laſt heard a moſt reviving Account of pious Perſons 
united in very ſucceſsful Methods for the Extirpation 
of Vice and Prophaneneſs, and the bringing down of the 
Riches of Heaven; for which he Praiſes God, and 
conceives great Hopes from hence, that thoſe happy 
Days may enſue to the Chriſtian World which Holy 
Souls ſo ardently deſire and long for: | 
Monſieur Oſtervald (the learned Author of that ex- 
cellent Book, intitled, A Treatiſe concerning the Cauſes 
of the preſent Corruption of Chriſtians, and the Remedies 
thereof.) tells us in a Letter dated April the 6th, 170 1. 
fromthe Principality of Neuf-Caſtle, That he had print- 
ed off there an Account of our Societies; and that ſince 
that was done, the Pious Deſigns formed in England 
were there approved, &c. And April 11th 170 1, he 
again ſays, That their Conſiſtory being laſt Week aſ- 
ſembled, reſol ved to buy up ſome Hundreds of the Print- 
ed Copies of the Account of the Societies; and that they 
were ſent to all the Coſiſtories of that State, in order 
to diſpoſe them to a Reformarion of Manners, and to 
the ſetring up of Schools; and that the Magiſtrates of 
Neuf-Caftle were addreſſed too by them for Orders 


and Laws againſt Vice and Immorality, which they had 


already obtained. 


LU 


A Gentleman at St. Gall, in his Letter bearing date 
the 19th of May 1701. writes to his Friend in Eng- 
land, That the ſetting up of Societies was recom- 
mended to a large Synod of Divines, at their late Meet» 
lag at Zurich, as the beſt Expedient for. the engage- 
ing Men to a Religious courſe of Life: That the Ac. 
; count 
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'count of our Religious Societies, which was tranſlated and 
Printed at Zurich, was much enquired after: That 
Orders had been given from other Proteſtant Cantons, 
for the buying up ſome Numbers of them: That 
[Monſieur Scherer had put into the German Language 
the Account of the Societies for Reformation of Manners, 
which was there in the Preſs, and he hoped would be 
printed off in a few Days ; that it was, intended to 
be dedicated to the States; and that Care was ta- 
ken to make it known all over G In which 
Country the Pious Dr. Cramner, this Gentleman ſays, 
expreſſes a great Zeal to fet forward this Work in 
his Univerſity. ” 3 3 
Monſieur de Moos writes from Malans, in the Coun- 
wy of the Griſont, Sept. 22. 170T, That an Aſſembly. 
of Divines that met at Jais in that Country the ſecond 
of that Month, a very advantageous Account of our 
Deſigns of Reformation had been given them; that they 
would be laid before the Synod when they met; and 
thar they deſigned to appoint a Perſon of Learning 
and Piety, to begin and continue a Correſpondence 
with one of our Societies in England. 
An Envoy Extraordinary from one of the greats 
eſt Princes of Europe, to the Swiſs Cantons, writes in 
theſe Terms to an Exgliſh Gentleman, in a Letter 


dated at BERN Septemb. 10. 1701. 1 have diſcourſed 


with the Principal Perſons of this Church and State, and 
all of them bleſs God for the Succeſs wherewith Hehas Crown- 
ed the Zeal of your Holy and Religious Societies, and 
are all of them enclined to enter into a Correſpondence, &c. 
A Perſon of great Reputation in Switzerland acquaints 
us, Sept. 18. 1701, That Monſieur Anſillun, who hath 
a Commiſſion to the Proteſtant Cantons from the King 
of Denmark, has by Letters to his Correſpondents 
recommended this Work at Berlin; and that a Propo- 
fal was there made for Tranflating the Account of the 


B 4 Soci- 


$ An Account of the Progreſs 
Societies far Reformation of Manners into the Daniſh and 
Swedish Languages; and that a Deſign was there laid 
of ſetting up and carrying on of Societies in Denmark 
and Sweden, by means of theſe Tranſlations, He goes 
on thus in the ſame Letter: The Societies in England 
are in ſuch Eſteem in thoſe Parts, that an the ſixth of Na- 
vember, 1 701. (their general appointed Faſt-Day} they 
e —* for the Preſer vation of them in all the Prote- 
Fant urches in that Country. I hope there is no Eng- 
liſhman that bath the leaſt ſparks of Love to his Native 
Country, but will bave in Honour theſe incomparable Soci- 
eties: If there are any People ſo impudent, as to ſpeak diſ- 
reſpetfully of them, let them look to it, that it doth not 01 
time or other fare with them, as now goes with. (an 44. 
verſary of the Societies, he means) at Zurich, who, I aw 
told, is ſo aſhamed of his having oppoſed us, ſince all honeſt 
Men are on our ſide, that he is reſolved to leave his Native 
Country, and go with his Family into ſome Foreign Parts. 
Theſe unparallell d Societies in England are not only to bo 
regarded for the Honour they bring to their moſt happy Na- 
tion, but far more for the unſpeakable Good that they cauſe 
to the Church of Chriſt both at home and abroad, and annun- 
ciate a more illuſtrious ſtate of the Church of God that is 
expected by the Converſion of Jews and Gentiles. - Theſe 
are his Words, and he adds further theſe following: 
Thus, dear Sir, we nom find all the Helvetick and Rhetick 
Churches are entirely diſpoſed to propagate Chriſtian 
Knowledge, punish Vice, and promote true Piety, as the 
| Honourable Society invite them io. A 
Mon ſieur Brink, Chaplain to the King of Denmark, 
wrote March 2. 1701. to a Reverend Divine in this 
Kingdom, to ſend him the Books relating to Refor- 
mation here, in order to his ſetting forward the ſame 
Deſign in that Kingdom; which was accordingly 
done; whoſe Endeavours therein, we have reaſon gi- 
ven us to hope, are by this time n 
x. | I den eee eilte 
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aſſiſted by ſeveral publick Miniſters at that Court: 
And we underſtand that there hath been ſome Months 
paſt tranſmitted into Sweder, and ſeveral other Coun- 


tries, the Books of Reformation, for the Promoting 


of the Deſign of them likewiſe in thoſe Countries. 
From Cleftin the Country of the Grixons, the celebra- 
tedLady Madam Horrenſia de Salis, whom you find honou- 
rahly mentioned in the Biſhop of Salisburyꝰs printed 
Letters of Switzerland, in her Letter dated the tenth 
of March 1702. thus writes: I cannot ſufficiently de- 
clare how great a Veneration is had for the Church of 
England, the King, and the Illuſtrious Society, in this 
Country, by all, in particular by the Clergy. They are eve- 
ry where prayed for, and remembred,as in our Hearts, ſo in all 
our Pulpits alſo. I truſt in God (ſays ſhe) that as he had 
always bis Moſes's, Lots, and Samuels,” that withheld 
his Wrath, &c. So he will now, in our Days, raiſe up ma- 
ny ſincere Chriſtians, mbo, by the Example of the Church of 
England, and of the Illuſtrious Society, will be encourag - 
ed to promote the Good, and puniſh the Bad, according to 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of every Country. 

From New-England we are told, That great Care 
hath been there taken ot late for the Puniſhment of 
Vice and Prophaneneſs by the Methods that are here 
us d; and a Gentleman in that Country, in his Letter 


bearing date April 10. 21902. informs us, That ſeveral 


Societies are formed in Boſton, and he thinks that in 


a little time he ſhall acquaint us of others ſet up in o- 


ther Parts of that Country. 


9 Mr. Peter Zeller, a very eminent Miniſter in Zurich 
in Switzerland, in a Letter of his dated Feb. 6. 1703. 
does in very affectionate Terms expreſs their com- 


mon Eſteem of the pious Societies here, and their 
Expectations of great Advantages to Eng land, and to 
the Church of Chriſt from them. And having men- 
tioned the frequent Earthquakes in and about Rome, 
paved * | e / "OR 
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which he thinks may be Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure 
to thoſe Places: He adds his Opinion, that he thinks 
God. is pleaſed to vouchſafe to our: Nation the hap- 
85 Preſages of Proſperous times, in the Riſe and 
ucceſs of thoſe Societies, by whoſe means Religion 
and Virtue is very much advanced both in our own 
and other Nations. ere — (4 15593 
Nonſieur Scherer, in a Letter of his from Sangall 
of Jan. 26. 1704. aſſures us of the reviving of Piety 
among them, by the Report of what is done here by 
_ Societies, which are concerned in Religious Af- 
rs. | Let 28514 
A Gentleman of great Character at Berlin, in a 
Letter dated Feb. 23. 1704. acquaints us, That there 
were printed in that City Two Thouſand of our Lit- 
tle Diſcourſes ſent from England, and among them 


The Soldiers 


Monitor 


Religicus So- 
cietie:) many 


the Soldiers Monitor. That the Soldiers 


Monitor was (to uſe the Gentleman's 


writtenby Own Words) diftributed among the 
Dr. Vood- Soldiers in their Garriſon by the 
ward (Au- General's Order; that the King of Pr#- 
thor of the ſſia being preſented with it by one of 
Account of the his Biſhops, and having read and ap- 
— Tae proved, it, (as did likewiſe his Privy 


Council,) has already given, or will 


ſoon give Orders to have a conſidera- 


Tuoufands ble Number of them Printed for the 
of which Benefit of his Soldiers; that ſome of 
have been them were given to the Prince of Gotha, 
bought up ho went from hence the other Day 
and given a- to the King of Sweden, to whom he 
waybytheSo- promiſed to give an Example, and at the 
. ame time he was well aſſured, that his 


Majeſty would be ſo well pleaſed with it, 
that he would give Orders to have his Army ſupplyed 
with the ſame, and more eſpecially ſince _—_ = 
* 0 un 


covite Language, as deſign'd to be re- 


And we thought it might be ſome Satisfaction to 
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bound with it, the Diſcourſe againſt _ 
Swearing *; for which Vice in particular * The kind 
his Swed ſh Majeſty has a great Averſion. C«##50n o 
The Soldier's Monitor T, to which is ad- * ber dic 
ded, the Diſcourſe againſt Swearing, he een, d 


; rſed 
ſays, is likewiſe tranſlated into the Moſ- % ed by the 
Reformation 
commended to the Emperour, to his in England in 


Cxariſi Majeſty, and likewiſe to the vaſt Num- 
Queen of Poland to whom he gives bers. 
the Epithets of Pious and Virtuous) f This little 
who would be apply'd to, to diſperſe it Pool 1s or. 


throughout the Saxon Army, &c. rot be 
diſtributed among Her Soldiers in Flanders, in Ireland, and 
in Portugal, : | 


A Gentleman in New- England, in a Letter da- 
ted Oct eber 8. 1704. writes to his Correſpondent 
in London in the following Words: The Societies late- 


© ly erected for the Service of Religion in London, and 


in ſome other Parts of Europe, have by their lauda- 
ble Example had an Influence upon 4 Country as far 
diſtant from them as New-England in America, 


an and. other good Men with you, to have a ſum- 

mary Account of the Good which is daily doing 
among us, in Imitation of the Example that you 
bave given us. We ſhall accordingly inform you, that 
a Number of Gentlemen who make the beſt Figure in this 1 
Place, did a few Months ago eſtabliſh a voluntary Con- "1 
verſation once in 4 Fortnight. The Gentlemen of the 
Society for Propagation of Religion have already 
bad a ſenſible Bleſſing of God upon their Conſultations and 
Undertakings, | They have ſent into every Town of the 
Province Treatiſes to animate the Obſervation: of the 
Lord's Day. They have conveyed unto ſuch People a- 
mong 
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mong our ſelves as frequently and prophanely abſent them 
[30 ** the Publick Worſhip 0 God, 4 Sbeet af 
Conſiderations to reclaim tbem — that Prophanity. 
"They compiled and emitted an Abſtract of Laws againſt 
4 puniſhable Wickedneſs, and armed the Officers in the 
ſeveral Parts of the Province therewithal. They are now 
endeavouring to introduce more Religion into our Seas fan 
ring Tribe, and Seaſon our Veſſels with better Orders than 
bade been generally praftiſed. Theſe are but ſome of the 
good Things which they have done in a very little while, 
We ſpall ſuperſede the mention of the reſt, with one very 
comprebenſi ve Service they produced in Boſton, our thief 
Town, a Society for the Suppreſſion of Diforders ; 
wary good Offices hawe been done for the Town in alittle 
while by that Society; they Printed a Sheet of Methods 
and Motives for ſuch Societies ; the Sheet they ſcattered 
throughout theſe Colonies, In many Towns they have e- 
refed ſuch Societies, and defied unto the Advice that 
have been ſet before them. I theſe Tm the Miniſters 
; the Societies, with which they have accommodated 
themſelves, to be admirable Engines for the maintaining 
and promoting F all £004 Order among their People. 2 
receive Letters from divers Quarters wherein they do even 
with ſome Rapture give Thanks to God for the Advantage 
they have already received by theſe Societies. They gene 
rally carry on their Deſign with Prudence and Silence, and 
great Modeſty, but with wondrous Efficacy. We confeſs 
we owe wnto you the Relation, becauſe we are beholding to 
yon for the Example that hath been followed in our feeble 
Eſſays to do what we can for the advancement of the Great. 
eſt Intereſt. May theGod of all Grace proſper all your and 
our Eſſays thus to do what Good we can, ; c. 
Monſieur Fablonski, Chaplain to the King of 
Pruſſia, in a Letter from thence dated Decemb. 15. 
1704. writes thus: A Second rates f the Soldier's 
Monitor has been madę by the Command of the King of 
| Profits 
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Pruſſia, at his own Expente, to be tiſfibuted*hroug bout 
bis whole Army ſince the ff Impreſſion 2 bich ooo aomm_ 
folkd ws withal, did but little more than furniſh the 
King's Guards. And indeed that little Book is ſo much 
2 'by bis = efty, that when the excellent Baron 
xus' firſt ſhew'd. it in the Prince's Council, the King 
2270 took a Copy of it out of his Packet with great Foy, 
and declared that be bad weighed it with great Cech 
ration. And Biſhop Urſinus Tately told me, that be bad 
feen it in the King's Pocket a few Months ſince. evg 


Dr. Legerder, Divinity Profeſſor of the Univerſity 
of Uryerht, in a Letter to an Engliſh Gentleman da» 
ted October 1705. writes, That he had ſeen there An 
Account of the Societies for Reformation of Manners in 
England, had read it with great Satisfaction, and 
prays God to bleſs with Succeſs the Endeavours of 
thoſe that are concerned in the Suppreſſing of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs, py, oP 

Monſieur Clermond, a Divine of Amſterdam, writes . 
to a Gentleman of England in September 1705. That 
having communicated the Deſigns of the Societies 
for Reformation of Manners in England to his Friends 
all of them concurred in approving of them, and 
gives his Opinion, that nothing would contribute 

more to the promoting of ſuch Societies, than a 
more general Diſtribution of the Books that treat of 
thoſe Deſigns. FOR 

A Reverend Divine of New England in his Letter 
dated from Boſton the 23d of November 1705, ſays thus: 
Sir, It was but Teſterday that your Letter to our worthy 
—_ 57 3 arrived; however, we — not 
| willing to miſs this Opportunity of returning you our hearty 

f Thanks for your 2 1 and of letting 

you know that we tale every Opportunity of returning great- 
at Thmks to tie Cf Heaven, for diſpoſing and aff 
" ERAS ac 
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ing ſo many (as we perceive by your Letters) unto. ſuch 
zoble Methods of being Serviceable. ee ee e 
And becauſe you may expect ſomething of that alſo, 
we wil go on where we left off in the Account we formerly 
gave you of our Proceedings on thoſe beſt Intentions, the 
Reformation of Manners, and the Propagation of Cbriſti- 
an Knowledge and Goodneſs, | | 2 
Our Societies for the ſuppreſſion of Diſorders, increaſe 
and proſper in thu Town ;, there are two more ſuch Societies 
added unto the former; There are alſo Religious Societies 
without Number. in this Country that meet at proper Times, 
to Pray together, aud repeat Sermons, and forward one an- 
other in the Fear of God. 321 
In ſome Towns of this Country, the Miniſters, who fur- 
mſh themſelves with a Society for the ſuppreſſion of Diſor- 
ders, hardly find any notorious Diſorders to be ſuppreſſed : 
but then their Societies are helpful unto them in doing abun- 
dance of Good for the Advancement of ſerious Religion in 
the Neighbourhood, and to make their Miniſtry much more 
Profitable in the Weekly Exerciſe of it. 4 
A Learned Gentleman of Rotterdam writes in 
theſe Terms concerning the Suppreſſing of Prophane- 
neſs and Vice by the Endeavours of our Societies in 
England: Whatever Men, ſays he, may think of 
their being acceptable to God, in earneſtly conten- 
ding for their little Opinions and Differences with 
each other; (he ſpeaks of Perſons in that Country) 
It was a great doubt whether God will approve: of 
and bleſs it. But that this was certainly the Work 
and Will of God, to have Vice and Prophaneneſs 
rooted. out and kept down, and conſequently that 
all that have a Hand in it, may on good Ground 

expect the Bleſſing of God in it. in 
Laſtly, A Gentleman writes from New-England, in 
his Letter of the 2oth of November 1705. To gratiſis 
Jour Deſires to know what Progreſs we bere in our So- 
| Cietics, 
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cleties,” I make bold to add a Line or two to certify, That 
in Boſton the Societies for ſuppreſſing Diſorders (of which 
nent ion was made in my former Letters) are upheld, and 
two other Societies of the ſame Nature erected. All which 
are ſpirited to be active, according to their Abilities and 
—— of ag Virtue, and diſcountenance and ſuppreſs 

ice. And not only in Boſton are ſuch good Things done, 
and doing, but in many Places in the Province beſides. Omit- 
ing many other things that might be enumerated as to other 
Places, Tſhall ſum up in ſhort, an Account of what bath 
been done in a Town called Tanton, through the rich Mercy 
of God: The Reverend Mr.. Miniſter there, ba- 
ving ſeen ſome Printed Accounts of the Methods for Refor- 
mation in Old England, in imitation thereof (after earneſt 
Prayers to God for Succeſs ) obtained of ſeveral Inhabitants. 
of the lace (that were noted for Sobriety and Zeal againſt 
Sin) to meet with him once in each Month, to conſult what 
might be done to promote a Reformation of Diſorders there, 
And after a Day improved in Faſting and Prayer together, 
they firſt attempted to reduce the Heads of Families to ſet up 
Family Worſhip and God gave them great Succeſs, 50 
that moſt of the Families in the large Towns hearkened to 


their Exhortations and Reproofs ; and ſet upon the Practice 


of Family Prayer Morning and Evening; every day having 


heard and read ſome Accounts of the Religious Societies of 


Toung Men in London, they were encouraged to endeavour 
the like among them. And beyond their Expectation (God 
working with them) prevailed with the greateſt part of the 
Youth to form themſelves into Societies for Religious Exer- 
ciſes, ligming ſome god Rules to be obſerved by them therein, 
much like the Orders of the Societies of young Men in Lon- 
don. The good Effect whereof was the putting an End 


to and utter Baniſhment of their former diſorderly and 
profane Meetings to Drink, &c. and to the great Grief of 
Godly Ade. NTT 


There 


? 
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There is alſo. ſomething done in the Town (and in ſom. 
others) towards the founding of a... School, | by: gettin 
Lands. graated and laid out by the Inhabitants for that 
particular Deſign of -upholding a School. And whereas + 


fome Prints from Old-England certifie us, That the Tufe- 


rior Clergy are adviſed to meet together often, and conſult | 
bow to promote Reformation: In like manner ſome Eſſays . 
are made, that Neighbouring Miniſters in this Province -. 


might upbold ſome (tated* Meeti 
_ #hey may do for the ſame End. 


Now, Sir, our Imitation of the pious Zeal of godly Men 
ix Old-England, is 4.ſufficient Teftimony of our Approba-. 
tion of what is doing there. And bleſſed be God that there 
s 4 great Number in this Province, who © aily pray to God. 


for the Proſperity of Old-England : And eſpecially that 
Religion in the Power and Life of it may Flouriſh there. 
1 he Reverend Dr. Mark, Dr. Mits, and Dr. Van Til, 
Divinity Profeſſors of the Univerſity of Leyden, in 
the Month of December 1705. ſent to a Gentleman 


in Exgland their formal Approbation of the Socie- 


ties for Reformation of Manners in England, concer- 
ning whom they among other Things thus ſay ; That 
they are highly pleaſed to hear that in England 
Men of Quality, as well as thoſe of an inferiour 
Rank, join in Societies for the putting the Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality in Execution; 


and that the Endeavours of thoſe pious Perſons can 


never be enough praiſed, eſpecially in this moſt corrupt 
Age. And they earneſtly beſeech God to inſpire 
other Princes and Perſons in high Stations with Zeal 
for his Glory, that they may oblige thoſe whoſe 


particular Province it is to put the Laws againſt 


Impiety in Execution, to be more vigilant in their 


Duty, may protect ſuch as are diligent therein, a- 


gainſt ſuch as oppoſe them, and give their Counte- 
nance, Cc. to ſuch as apply themſelves to the Ex- 
* | tirpation 


ngs, to conſider of what |. 
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tirpation'of Vice; and that they for their Part ſhall 
never ceaſe to excite Men, as much as they can, to 
I could have mentioned another Kingdom where- 
in our Endeavours of Reformation of i Manners ſeem 
to have had a very great Influence: But this I for- 
bear upon ſome Conſiderations at preſent ; and the 
; rather, ſince the particulars I have given you are, I 
h conceive, not only ſufficient to convince you fully, 
| that the Succeſs of our Methods of Reformation here, 
| have given Occaſion to Perſons of the Nations before- 
mentioned, to whom an Account of our Proceedings 
| herein have reached, to ſet about the fame Work; 
and that it will influence more of thoſe Nations that 
are remote when it is known to them, by the Tran- 
ſlation of the Account of the Societies into the more 
general Languages (that are already perfected, or 
are, we hear, carrying on); but may moreover give 
you Occaſion to think, that the Providence of Al- 
mighty God hath in a particular Manner favoured 
this Deſign, eſpecially when you conſider, how, and 
by what Means it'was begun, and hath been carried 
on, and that by his Bleſſing it will prevail over the 
Oppoſition made to it from either its publick or 
private Enemies. | 

And now, Sir, give me leave to ſay, Can it be- 
come any that would be reckoned Chriſtians, that 
have this great Affair laid before them, to be un- 
concern'd whether thoſe Attempts which have been 
ſo ſucceſsful for the beating down of Prophaneneſs 
and Vice, which have ſo ſpread in the World, be 
carried on not only in theſe Three Kingdoms, and 
in our Neighbouring Nations, but through the 
Chriſtian World; whether the Cauſe of Religion 
or the Devil's Intereſt prevails, to ſtand Neuter at 
a Time when their ren Chriſtians are * 

| | | y 
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Jy engaged in the Defence of our Religion againſt its 
Enemies, in their bold Attacques upon it; and fre- 
quently with the Hazzard of their Lives; as lately 


One Mr. 
Cooper, a reli- 
gious Man, 
and ſince 
called a Con- 
feſſor for his 
Religion by 
ſeveral of our 
Divines. See 
his Funeral 


at May-fair, where ſome brave Souls were 
wounded, and one Conſtable * was bar- 
barouſly murdered in the Sight of the 
Sun, and almoſt in the Face of the 
Court, by a Company of Soldiers + 
who, to the Number of above Thirty, as 
is depoſed upon Oath, fell upon the ci- 
vil Officers, and their Aſſiſtants, with 


'their Swords 1n their Hands, and Oaths 


and Execrations in their Mouths, with- 


Sermon, © out any Provocation, whilſt the Con- 
+ One Tho- ſtables, with thoſe that aſſiſted them, 
mas Cork, a were endeavouring to prevent the abo- 
2 , minable Diſorders that were there com- 
3 3 mitted, in Obedience to the Commands 
ee e of Her Majeſty, and by immediate Di- 
and Milim rection from the Juſtices of the Peace of 
Wallis, a Ser- that County. 


Jeant of the 


Guards, condemned for being concerned in this Murder, 
But, Sir, to ſpeak with a little more Freedom to 


you, Can you think it either juſtifiable or honoura- 
ble for one under your Character to fatishe your 
ſelf with talking gravely and judiciouſly againſt the 
Impieties of the Age, with ſpeaking kindly of thoſe 
that are concerned in the Suppreſſ;ng of them; or 
even with acting ſo faintly in this Matter, as to diſ- 
conrage any that may be concerned with you in it 
from the Proſecution of it; and to ſpeak plainly, to 
contribute, by your Neutrality or Luke-warmnels, 
to the giving of Boldneſs and Strength to the Oppo- 
ſers of this ele and in Conſequence, I 


doubt, to the ſnedding of the Blood, and to the ut- 
der 
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ter Ruine of ſome of the beſt Subjects to the Go- 
7 - yernment, if not ſome of the beſt Chriſtians in the 
'} Nation; who, I am told, are ſo far from being diſ- 
|; couraged (the heartieſt of them I mean) by the 
Oppoſitions and Sufferings they have met with from 
the Enemies of Reformation, (who have a freſh Occa- 
ſion given them to conſider, of whom the Blood that 
is already ſhed, and that which may be ſpilt in the 
Work of Reformation,may be required) that they ſeem 
to be animated thereby with greater Zeal for their 
God, as the Martyrs of old were by the Death of their 
Fellow-Chriſtans. No, this is, I conceive, a time for 
all that carry the Face of Chriſtians, to exert their In- 
tereſt and Authority, to join their Heads, Hearts, 
Hands, and-Purſes in this Noble Undertaking, | 
I This therefore is what I moſt earneſtly recommend 
co you, That you would be of the happy Number of 
; 3 thoſe that give their hearty and zealous Aſſiſtance in 
- 3 this pious Enterpriſe, wherein the Honour of Al- 

3 mighty God and the Good of the World ſeem; to be 
ſo much concerned, and thereby become a Benefactor 
to Mankind. And that you may not be diſcouraged 
from Engaging in it for want of Direction how to 
promote it, I have here with ſent you ſuch Materials as 
may enable you to ſet about it with great Advantage 

after you have humbly ſupplicated the Divine Dire- 
ction and Aid in ſo weighty an Affair; and which 
will, I conceive, leave you with leſs Excuſe, if you. 
do not in ſome meaſure what you ſhall conclude, upon 
your molt ſolemn Deliberation upon this Propoſal, it 
behoves you to do therein. TR: 

You have, Sir, firſt of all, in the Account of the Soci- 
eties for Reformation of Manners in England and Ireland, 
which I have ſent you, a Narrative of the Beginning 
and Succeſs of the Endeavours of Reformation, ah. a ge- 

neral Scheme of the Undertaking, with a Perſwaſive 
C 2 to 
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to Men of all Rant and Denominations ; and a'par- 
ticular Addreſs to Miniſters and Magiſtrates, who have 
their ſpecial Obligations laid before them to be zea- 
Jous in it; To which are added, His Majeſty's Procla- 
mation againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, and the Act of 
Parliament againſt prophane Swearing and Curſing, 
which Miniſters areto read- Four times a Year in their 
Churches and Chappels; and an Abſtrath of the Laws 
which Magiſtrates are to Execute for the Suppreſſing 
of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, &c. And in a little 
Book, called, A _ to Reformation, beſides the Pro- 
clamation, AA of Parliament, and Abſtract beforemen- 
tioned, (which are Printed for the Uſe -of Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters) Magiſtrates have Forms of Warrantsand 
of a Regiſter in thoſe Caſes; Inferior Officers have In- 
ſtructions laid before them for their Executing of their 
Office with the greateſt Advantage; and Private Per- 
ſons have Prudential Rules for the giving of Informations, 
and the raiſing of Societie-; which Societies, I muſt ob- 
ſerve to you, have been, from the Beginning of this 
Undertaking, and will ſtill be, the great Engines for the 
carrying of it on: And that therefore the moſt conſi- 
derable Service that can generally be done in it will 
be, in the Forming of Societies, wherein the greateſt 
care in making choice of Men of ſtrict Lives and unble- 
miſh'd Reputation is neceſlary : Inſomuch, that this 
Work will ſeldom fail to go on too ſlowly, and not 
without fome Obſtruction, in that place where there is 
not a Society of this kind, eſpecially if there is want- 
ing a good Magiſtrate ; but much more eaſily, ſteadi- 
ly and ſucceſsfully, in any Town or Village where there 
is one in or near it, tho? it conſiſts but of a few Per- 
ſons. I have likewiſe, Sir, ſent you ſome Blank-War- 
rants for particular Offences, which thoſe that give 
Informations are to keep by them, and to fill them 
vp when they have any Informations to give againſt 
any prophane and vicious Perſons, with the * 
ames 
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Names, Offences, Places of Abode, &c. and to carry 


them thus filled up to the Magiſtrates ; and being ſign- 


ed by them after their Informations are taken upon Oath, 
to ſend or carry them to the beſt diſpoſed Conſtables to 
be executed, for the cafe of Magiſtrates and their Clerks, 
who when they happen, for Reaſons that may be gueſt 
at, to be no hearty Friends to theſe Proceedings, will 
have the leſs Temptation to be backward in acting 
therein, when they have not the trouble of ſo much as 
writing, filling up, or ſending out of a Warrant. You 
have moreover ſent you ſome Liſts of the Names of a 
vaſt Number of Lewd and Diſorderly Perſons, beſides 


Common Swearers, Drunkards, &c. who, by the Dili- 


gence chiefly of only one Society of Perſons, who ap- 


ply themſelves principally to the Suppreſſing of Lemd 


and Infamous Houſes, have been brought to Puniſh- 


ment in or near the City of London. By which you 
may be more ſenſible, what a horrid Nurſery of Pro- 


phaneneſs and Debauchery, what a Sink of Uncleanneſs 
this City would have been, and what ground we have 
to believe, that Licentiouſne s and Jrrelipion would have 
more and more prevail'd in this Nation, had it not 
been for the Endeavours of the Societies; and that you 
may be more fully convincd with what more Advan- 
tage Men proceed in Societies, than they can poſlibly 
do alone; tho" I am apt to think, that the Caſuiſts will 
not tell you, that Men are not to act ſingly, eſpecially 


at ſuch a juncture as this, for the Suppreſſing of the 


publick Diſhonour of the Name, the Day, and the Laws 
of God, when they can't find any to unite with; that 


they are not to Endeavour to do that good that is in 


their Power to do, becauſe they can't do as much Good 
as they would. I muſt add, that you may likewiſe 
very much promote this Work, by Influenting'of Ma- 
giſtrates to do their Duty vigorouſly herein; by. fur- 
thering in as many Places as you can the Choice of good 


Officers in Cotporations, who will have à ſenſe of the 


C 3 Obli- 
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22 An Account of the Progreſs 
Obligations that their Oath and Office lay them under, 
to endeavour to be ſerviceable in this Matter; and by 
letting Conſtables know how great a Power they have 
for the Suppteſſing all publick Diſorders of this kind: 
And by endeavouring, by your ſelf and' Friends, to 
encline them to exert their Power, in going about into 
the Streets, Markets, and other publick Places, on Week 
Days, for the taking up of Drunkards, Swearers, &c. 
and carrying of them before Magiſtrates ; and on the 
Lord's-Day, by Inſpecting into Publick-Houſes, for the 
preventing of Tipling; and by taking up of Drovers, 
Carriers, &c. that travel on that Day, and ſuch as car- 
ry their Wares or Goods about the Streets to their 
Cuſtomers, or are found at unlawful Sports and Paſtimes, 
as they are directed in the Help to Reformation. One 
or two Conſtables that ſhall thus exerciſe their Office, 
will be able very much, if not wholly, to prevent all 
Diſorders of this kind, in moſt Cities and Corpora- 
tions of the Nation. I am aſſured, that indivers Cor- 
porations of this Kingdom, as well as in Ireland, re- 


ligious Men have voluntarily taken the Conſtable's Of- 


fice upon them, for the more effectual carrying on of 
this Deſign. Herein then your Endeavours are like 
to be more ſerviceable than in any other thing that! 
ann eaſil inſtance, unleſs it be in the pro- 
See the Ac- moting of the * giving of Information: 
count of the againſt Offenders, or in the raiſing So- 
Secieries for cieries by which Societies many proper 
* n pr Meaſures will be thought of, and this 
in England Undertakiog be put upon the moſt laſt- 


and Ireland, ing Foundation. 


Se. Y 52,59,60, Sc. 
And theſe are the Methods which we ſind recom- 
mended by the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury in his 


Circular Lerner, dated April 4. 1699. in which the Bi- 
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| + The remarkable Words of which # The Arch- 
Letter are theſe: * Every pious Perſon Biſhop of = 
of the Laity ſhould, if need be, be put 8 s 
© in Mind, that he ought to think him- , 7 tet 
* ſelf obliged to uſe his beſt Endeavours j,,..-,. ” 
© to have ſuch Offenders puniſhed by the Dice 5.4, 6. 


Civil Magiſtrates as can be no otherwiſe 


* amended ; and that when he hears his Neighbour 
© Swear, or Blaſpheme the Name of God, or ſees him of- 
fend in Drunkenn eſs, or Prophanation of the Lord's- 
* Day, he ought to give the Magiſtrate Notice of it, 
© In ſuch a Caſe to be called an Informer, will be ſo 
far from making any Man odious, in the Judgment 
of ſober Perſons, that it will tend to his Honour, 
© when he makes it appear by his unblameable Beha- 
© yiour, and the Care that he takes of himſelf and his 
© Family, that he doth it purely for the Glory of God, 
© and the Good of his Brethren. Such well diſpoſed 
© Perſons as are reſolved upon this, ſnonld be encou- 
* raged to meet as often as they can, to conſult how 
© they may moſt diſcreetly and effectually manage it 
© in the Places where they live. 

Here then Miniſters are obliged by their Biſhops to 
ut the Lajty in Mind of giving of Informations to 
apiſtrates againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, as a mat- 

ter of Duty, and an honourable thing; and to encou- 
rage them to meet frequently 4 85 and to conſult hom 
they may diſcreetly and effectually manage it in the 
places where they live. And inthe fourth Page of this 
Letter, the Clergy are directed to invite the Church- 
Wardens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other pious 
Perſons among the Laity, to join with them 
in the Execution of the moſt probable Methods that 
can be ſuggeſted for. the carrying on a Reformation 
of Manners; and we are told, that from ſuch Meet- 
ings. we may expect happy Effects. And in the ſame 
. GC 4 | Page 
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Paye *tis obſerved, that from ſuch Meetings happy 
Advances have been already made towards a Reforma» 
tion of Manners, which is expreſſed in theſe Terms; 
| © From the viſible Succeſs of that Noble 
* London *© Zeal wherewith ſo many about the great 
and Weſt. Cities in my Neighbourhood do promote 
minſter. true Piety and a Reformation of Manners. 
And in his Grace's Letter to the Arch-Deacons and 
the reſt of the Clergy of the Dioceſs of St. David, pub- 
liſhed the latter end of the laſt Summer, 1703. his 
| Grace was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf in 
The Arch Bi- theſe Terms, © There are a great many 
ſep of Can- Religious and worthy Perſons in ma- 
rerbury's * ny parts of the Kingdom, who do ſtill 
Letter tothe b make it their Buſineſs to promote the 
8 © Execution of good Laws: And 1 hope 
+ exp Sac © any little Indiſcretion which may hap- 
of the Dice F 2 among ſome few of them, will not 
0 [4 q 
ef St. David, made a handle to diſparage all ſuch 
p. 9, 10. Uſeful Proceedings. And tho' I am ſen- 
© ſible that it is not meerly the Fear of 
F the Law which muſt make People true Chriſtians, 
yet however, great Good may be done by ſuch 
Means, thro' God's Bleſſing : And they who at the 
* firſt arereſtrained from doing Evil out of Fear of pu- 
* niſhment, may become Virtuous upon more Spiritual 
* Motives, Likewiſe many, Temptations may be re- 
moved out of the way, eſpecially of Young People; 
much open Scandal and Diſhonour to God and our 
* Holy Religion may be prevented: And we have 
f allo reaſon to hope, that if the Edge of the Law, 
and the Authority of the Magiſtrate, be turned againſt 
* Impiety and ſmmorality, God will not look upon 
our Sins to be National; and ſo we may prevent 
thoſe Len which . they would . 
pon ys; For theſe Reaſons, I think, yoy will do 
pon YS +, | ſe Reaſons, | Jon od 
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© God, and our Church and Nation, good. Service 
jf you will make it your Endeavour to give the World 
all the Marks of your Reſpect of thoſe worthy Magi- 
© ſtrates, or other Gentlemen, and alſo of Inferior Per- 
© ſons, whom you ſee Zealous in the Cauſe of God 
: and Religion, and excite others to follow their Ex- 
ample. Rr ar | 

Now then, Sir, you ſee the Undertaking I recom- 
mend to you to engage in, is called by our great Me- 
tropolitan the Cauſe of God and Religion : And you 
have moreover the declared judgment before you of 
molt of our Learned Prelates concerning our giving of 
Informations, and our aſſociating for the conſulting up- 
on the moſt probable Methods of Reformation, and 
their Judgment with the beforementioned Approbati- 


on of Societies (publiſhed in the Account of the Sorieries = 


for Reformation of Manners) of ſo many Perſons celebra- 
red for Wiſdom, and in high Stations in the Church 
and State, who have herein not only declared their Q- 
pinion, That the Deſign of putting the Penal-Laws in Ex- 
ecution, for the ſuppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and Debau- 
chery, is for the Honour of Almighty God, and tends to 
the Advancement of Piety and Virtue, and the publick Good 
both of Church and State, and cannot fail of being approved 
by all good Men: But that the Method likewiſe (as the 
carrying of it on by Societies) is moſt proper, and, with the 
Bleſſing of God attending it, is moſt likely to prove eſfectu- 
al for the promoting a Reformation of Manners. Theſe 
things, I ſay, will afford you an Argument to ſtop the 
Mouths of ſuch Perſons as either from unhappy Princi- 
ples, or their Unwillingneſs to be reformed themſelves, 
may be endeavouring to raiſe Ob jections againſt the 
giving of Informations, and the Meetings of pious Per- 
ſons, to concert the moſt adviſable Methods of Sup- 
preſſing ' Prophaneneſs and Vice, and the Promoting of 

e Piery 
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Piety and Virtue, which we call in other Terms, Soci- 
eties for Reformation of Manners. | | 
But if theſe things will not ſilence them, you may 
then ask them, whether they can in Truth think it 
does become thoſe that pretend to have a Love for God 
and their Neighbour, contentedly to hear, without ta- 
king any Notice of it, ſuch a multitude that call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, uſing, without Fear or Shame, the 
moſt horrid Oaths and Execrations in their ordinary 
Converſation, even imprecating Damnation on them- 
ſelves and others, as an Ornament of Speech; to ſee 
Dr unkenneſs paſs among them for 45 Humour, and 
Lewaneſs for good Breeding ; Publick Hoſes to become 
Nets for diſorderly and profligate Perſons, or Stews 
for the Egtertainment of Mens Lufts in all Parts of 

the Nation; * Sodomites (who have been 


* Since the 
Trial and Pu- 
niſhment of 
the Sea Cap- 
rain for a Sin 
of this hind, 
ehr ee P cr it ons, 
by the Dili- 
gence of a So- 
ciety for Re- 
formation 
were found 
guilty of So- 
tomy before 
the Lore 
Chief Fuſtice 
Holr the loſt 
Lenr Aſſizes 


but rarely heard of in this Nation till 
the laſt Ape) to have their appointed 
Places of Meeting for their acting their 
abominable Villanies, and to encreaſe 
their Numbers; and Herds of Lewd Wo- 
men to be continually ſoliciting of Men 
to Lewdnefs in the open Streets; the 
Lord"s-Day prophaned in the moſt impu- 
dent manner, by Mens following of their 


Trades or ordinary Callings, even keep- 


ing open Markets on it, or ſpending it in 
Gaming, Tipling, and Exceſs ; in ſhorr 

to ſee their God publickly diſhonoured 
and Blaſphemed, and his Laws trampled 
on; their Religion profeſſedly attacked, 
and multitudes of Souls thus to go in 


at Maidſtore, aud were accordingly Executed. And ab:ut two 


- Months ſince one was brought to Puniſhment for a Sin of this 


kind in London, and ſeveral others have been diſcovered fer leſſer 


Offences of this kind, and have very narrowly eſcæped remarkable 
Puniſhment, © ; | 


a full 
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a full Cariere to Deſtruction, and their Country there- 
by to be in manifeſt Danger of being ruined, when tis 
ſo much in their Power, in this happy JunQture more 1 
eſpecially, to prevent theſe Enormities, which are at- 
rended with ſuch dreadful Conſequences, by their join- 
ing their Aſſiſtance with their Fellow Chriſtians, in fur- 
thering the Execution of the known Laws of the Land 
againſt them, which ſo many Thouſand Magiſtrates and 
inferiour Officers hath Oaths and Truſts upon them . 
to ſee executed, (how ſhamefully ſoe ver the Genera- 
lity of them have neglected it). OS x 
Ask moreover theſe Perſons, whether, on the other 
Side, it is not a moſt deſirable Thing, and of mighty 
Advantage to Religion, that the greateſt Temptati- 
ons to the Sins, to which Men are either accuſtomed, 
or have the greateſt natural Propenſity to, ſhould be 
taken as much as may be out of their Way, and the 
Avenues to them ſtopped, that we might converſe with 
our Neighbours, or at leaſt go abroad in the World 
without the greateſt Danger of wounding our Conſci- 
ences, or of being laugh'd at and ſcorn'd for behaving 
our ſelves as becomes Chriſtians ; to have Mea reſtrain- 
ed from an idle and vicious Courſe of Life, and be 
thereby brought to take up with honeſt and uſeful Em- 
ploy ments; to have the Lord*s-Day and other publick 
Faſt-Days obſerved in a ſolemn and due Manner; to 
have Stem rooted out, and the Streets cleanſed from 
lewd and impudent Women, and deteſtable Sodomites 
that infeſt them ; to have Men reſtrained from broach- 
ing horrid Blaſphemies, from prophane Swearing and 
Curſing; to have Men kept from depriving themſelves 
of their Reaſon, and from making themſelves Beaſts by 
exceſſive Drinking ;, to have publick Houſes kept within 
their true and reaſonable Uſe and Deſign ; from being 
Receptacles for Perſons to ſpend their Time and Mo- 
ney in them on Sacred and common Days; to ruine 
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themſelves and beggar their Families by their Drunken- 
neſ5 und Debauchery ; to have the maſt abominable Diſ- 
orders, the exectable Impieties of our moſt ſcandalous 
Play. Houſes, thoſe Nurſeries of Vice and Prophaneneſs, 
 (whither our Nobilicy and Geatry are unhappily ſent to 
learn their Accompliſhments in their younger Years ) 
ſuppreſſed ; to have ao} ee delivered from the Con- 
tempt that prophane and vicious Men have ſo much 
brought upon it by theit Impunity, and publick Coun- 
kenance in theit open and inſolent Violations of it; to 
have their wicked Combinations broke, and frequent 
and contagious Examples of Prophaneneſs and Vice ta- 
ken dut of publick View, National Sins that bring Na- 
tional P ) ſuppreſs'd, Virtue appear honoura- 
ble and deſirable, Vice infamous and deteſtable; and 
laſtly, Men brought to a Regard to Sacred things, to 
Conſideration, and a ſerious Enquiry into the Nature of 
Religion, and in time, with God's Bleſſing, to the Love 
of it, and this by the due Execution of the Penal-Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, in Conjonction 
with all the other pious and proper Methods, as of In 
ftruction, Admonition, Reproof, of diſperſing of Books for 
the awakening Men to à Senſe of their Sins, and 
concern for their Souls, the exciting them to Family Du- 
xy, and the promoting the Education of poor Children in 
theprinciples of Rellgion, c. that are taken by the So- 
cieties for this End. When they have allowed theſe 
things to be ſo highly deſirable and neceſlary, as that 
valels they are in ſome Meaſure effected, or at leaſt 
ſome other extraordinary Methods are ſer on Foot then 
are at preſent purſved, there appears no Probability 
that the Tide of Wickedneſs will be ſtopped, and Re- 
ligion flouriſh among us; you may then ask them for- 
ther, whether theſe things are not what the Societies 
| for Reformation do not only directly purſue, but have 
Jo much already ptomoted; that how bad 11 or 
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State is with Reſpect to theſe Matters, yet that tis 
undoubtedly far better, generally ſpeaking, tban was 
when theſe Endeavours begun, when we were un- 
der ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, (which I forbear to 
mention ) that if this Undertaking bad nor been fer 
on Foot, we were, I conceive, likely to have been one 
of the moſt debauched Nations in Principles and Pra- 
cice, perhaps in the Chriſtian World. 
If they will deny theſe things, which, 1 conceive, 
they will not without great Immodeſty, you may then 
defire them honeſtly to give you their Reaſons for 
their contrary Sentiments, rather than ſecretly to raiſe 
Prejudices againſt this Deſign ; and that they would 


alfo at the ſame time propoſe, as is, I think, reaſona- 


ble they ſhould, do, other more Chriſtian and Practica- 
ble Methods for the retrieving, of Virtue and Religi- 
on among, us, which, as they are profeſſed Chriſtians, 
they will allow to be neceſſary to be endeavoured in 
one Way or other. And if they can prove to you, 
which they. can never do, in Contradiction, I con- 
ceive, to Holy Writ, and the general Conſent ot Man- 
kind to the contrary, that our joining our Endeavours in 
a regular Way, for the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and 
Vice, and the promoting of Religion by the other be- 
forementioned Methods, is not a Chriſtian Underta- 
king, it will then appear to you more reaſonable and 
honourable for them either ſecretly to undermine, 
or publickly to oppoſe it, after it hath moreover been 
declared, by ſo many Perſons in Authority, to be for 
the publick Good both of Church and State, and the 
moſt likely Way of promoting a National Reformati- 
on, and hath evidently proved ſo ſucceſsful for this. 
End. But till this is done, they muſt give us Leave to 
think, that ſuch Perſons as, out of a Love to God and, 


Man, are employed in endeavouring, by legal and pro- 


per Methods, the hindering the Deſtruction of fo great 
| a Num- 
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a Number of Souls in our own and other Kingdoms, 
and preventing of National Judgments, are engaged in 
a bleſſed Work; from which'tis to be hoped, that nei- 
ther their unaccountable Prejudices and Reproaches, 
nor the Difficulties and Sufferings which are brought 
upon them by their Means, from profligate Perſons, 
in their diſcharging their Duty therein, will diſcourage 
or deter them; and that 'ris exceedingly much for the 
Honour of this Undertaking, that after ſo many thou- 
ſand Perſons have been puniſhed for their wicked Pra- 
ctices, and a far greater Number muſt in all Reaſon 
be ſuppoſed to have been reſtrained, in ſome Meaſure 
at leaſt, from their ſinful Indulgencies, within the 
Thirteen Years that this Deſign hath been purſued, no 
Man, that I hear of, ſince the firſt Oppoſition to this 
Enterprize in its Infancy, hath ventured his Reputati- 
on ſo far, as to publiſh with a Name any Objections 
againſt it; to tell us any ill Conſequences that it bath 
produced to either Church or State; to charge any 
Vices on thoſe that have been employed in the form- 
ing and carrying of it on, or Irregularities in their 
Conduct of this Undertaking ; tho? in all this time the 
Enemies of Reformation have ſurely had a ſufficient 
Opportunity to conſider of theſe Matters; ſo that this 
Delien ſtands at this time ſo fair in all Reſpects with 
the World, that even ſince the publick Approbation 
of the Societies by many of our Biſhops, &c. in the 
printed Account of them 1698. and of almoſt all the 
reſt of them in their Paſtoral Letters beforementi- 
oned, one of that Reverend Body, the Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Glouceſter, in his printed Sermon preach- 
| ed to the Societies 1699. tells them, 
The Lord Bi- © That the Service they are employ'd 
ſhop of Glou- jn is incomparably the moſt noble and 


ceſter : Ser- | 
mon to the Societies for Reformation preach'd June 26. 1699. 
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© highly Praiſe-worthy that it could be poſſible for 
them to be engaged in. And as for Jealouſies of ill 
© Conſequences of their Societies (he ſays) he never 
© heard one wiſe Word faid on that Topick, and 
© perſwaded himſelf he never ſhould : And then pro- 
« fees the greateſt Hope he had that God hath ſtill 
© Mercy in Store for us, is from the excellent Spirit 
© with which he hath endued ſo great a Number of 
good Chriſtians among us, for the running down of 
© Wickedneſs by the moſt juſtifiable Means, in their 
reſpective Stations; and the Encouragement that his 
© Majeſty hath given to them. | 
. . The Lord Biſhop of Eh, in his Ser- 
mon preach'd on the ſame ſolemn Occa- The Lord Bi- 
ſion, not only highly commended and /Þop of Ely's 
eacouraged the Zeal 8 8 that are en- — 2 _ 
gaged in Societies, for the carrying on Ve 
of a Reformation, but declared, That — | 
© he never heard that any of the Perſons 2. 1700. 
© that were concerned in the Work of | 
Reformation, were chargeable wich any of the Vices 
© that they were concerned in Suppreſling; and that 
© they were Men of Virtue, &c. and fit Perſons to be 
© employed in this glorious Undertaking. 
The Lord Biſhop of Salisbury, in his a 
Sermon preachd March 1700. hath The Lord Bp, 
theſe Expreſſions, ſpeaking of the Endea- & Salisbury's 
vours of the Societies: It gives us Semen to cle 
* ſome ſmall Beginnings of Hope, that in — A 
© and about this great City, there has , 
© been for ſome Years a Spirit ſtirring, N . 
that looks like a Reviving, as if our 1700. p. 25, . 
© dry Bones could live again: Bleſſed be 27, 28. 
© God, for this Door of Hope which he is 24G 
thus opening; and bleſſed be they of the Lord wha 
© have offered themſelves fo willingly before OO 
| | © before 
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© before all People; their Names ſhall be of good Savour 
* in the preſent, and in the ſucceeding Generations, 
© who have begun to ſet forward ſo noble a Deſign, 
to put a Stop to ſo many vicious Practices, and to 
* raiſe a Spirit of true Piety among ns. Theſe are 
* the Salt of the Earth, the Pillars of it, and the Light 
© of the World. For 5 
The Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, in his 
en ori Sermon Reih e 99084 March 
Sermon to the 30. 1701+ applied himſelf in theſe Terms 
Secieties for to the Perſons concerned in the Refor- 
Reformation, mation of Manners: © Yon who are con- 
each'd * cerned in Societies, on Purpoſe for the 
March 31, promoting this great and noble De- 
1701. © ſign, have, no doubt, met with great 
© Oppoſition, eſpecially when you firſt entred upon it: 
© but by how much the greater that was, by ſo much 
© the greater will your Reward be. The moſt diffi- 
© cult part of your Work is already over, and your 
© Progreſs for the future will be daily more eaſie. You 
© have the Hearts and Prayers of all good Men with 
© you; yea, the Almighty Lord and Governour of the 
© World is on your Side, Since It is his Cauſe you have 
© undertaken you need not fear, tho? all the Powers 
© of Earth and Hell ſnould be muſtered up againſt you. 
© Goon therefore couragiouſly in the Work you have 
 ©*f happily begun, and in which you have hitherto 
© met with Succeſs beyond your Hopes; many even of 
© the moſt remote Parts of the Nation have already 
© followed you, and the reſt, when they ſhall come to 
* be better acquainted with it, may be influenced by 
your Example, till by Degrees ſuch a general Refor- 
* mation may enſue, as may make this. a happy Na- 
© tion, and may render your Names for ever bleſſed 
who have been the chief Inſtruments of it. mY 
| | | The 
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The Reverend Dr. Xemet in his Ser- The Reverend 
mon preach'd to the Societies laſt De- _ Kenner bs 
cember 1970 . ſays thus: Firm Alliance Py ** 
© and ſtrong] Confederacy was needful to Reform ;6 oof 
pull down the Empire of Sin and Wick- preach'd Bec. 
dedneſs. A Mercy of God that Men of t1. 1701. 
Honour and Conſcience fell into a hap- 
© py Underſtanding, and joined Hearts and Hands to 
© reduce the exorbitant Power of Satan. My Bre- 
thren, Divine Wiſdom did direct you, Cc. Your 
voluntary Societies to ſuppreſs Vice and Immora- 
<lity raiſe not the -Jealouſie of your Governours, they 
© are wiſer and better; they only raiſe the Envy of 
© the Wicked, and the Fury of Hell. The Devil and 
their earthly Fiends do know, that you have now 
dan Army bf Chriſtians to engage their Spiritual 
© Powers, with all Profpect of Succeſs to your glorious 
Expedition, c | Cf PN EINE, 
Four Wang of greater Succeſs has been owing to 
© the Obſtruftion and Oppoſition from the Adverſaries 
© of God and Goodneſs, who have put ſtumbling Blocks 
© and even Snares in your Way----The Wonder is 
that God ſhould bleſs ſo ſmall a Beginning with ſo 
great an Enereaſe of Proſperity and happy Effects; 
s raiſe the Envy of the Wicked, when I ſay, that 
the Fame of our Engliſh Societies, to ſupptefs Vice 
© and Prophaneneſs, has read into many Lands. The 
© ſeveral Accounts of our Societies have been tranſlated in- 
to many Languages: The good Example has been fol- 
© lowed in ſome Foreign Parts, from whence Letters 
have been often ſent hither from Men of the higheſt 
Character, to extol this publick Spirit of our Nation, 
* and to pray for the Almighty's Bleſſing on it---With- 
© ina few Years, by the Working of this publick Spirit, 
a Multitnde of Sinners have been reproved, and to 
Appearance at leaſt have been reform d; by 1 
| 30% D ra 
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rate Calculation, no leſs than Thirty Thouſand per- 
* ſons have been convicted for prophane Swearing and. 
© Carſing, near the ſame Number of Lewd and —_— 
* Ferſons have been brought to a merciful Puni * 
* and were thereby reclaimed from their Vices, or at 
© leaſt reſtrained from the publick Scandal of them, 


c. Above One Hundred Thouſand Books of Religion, j 


© and Difſwaſives from the Vices of the Age have been gi- 
ven away. All the Inhabitants of this City can atteſt 
* this Truth, that of late Years Lewdneſs and Prophane- 
© neſs have been viſibly decreas'd, c. | 

* Tis, I think, worthy, the Care of our Clergy to 


 *© countenance thoſe Perſons of their ' Pariſh who have 


voluntarily engaged to carry on the Work of Righ- 
© teopſneſs and judgment, of being Fellbw- workers 
in converting of Sinners, and Saving of Souls. 
I The Lord Biſhop of Oxford, in his 
The Lord By. Sermon preach'd to the Societies for Re- 
0 On formation of Manners Afarch 170 z. bath ' 
22 54 " theſe Expreſſions: Since the Deſign 
Reformation and Tendency of the San of God's ta- 
preach d Dec. king our Nature upon him, and of his 
Whole TranſaQtion in that Nature, was 
cto extirpate Wickedneſs and Vice, and 
promote Purity and Holineſs among Men, what an 
uns e Comfort and Encouragement muſt this 
PDoctrine afford to all thoſe that are ſeriouſly con- 
© cerned in that Glorious Attempt of Reforming a 
© looſe Age. Suffer then the Word of Exhort ation, aud 
© oft Conſolation too, Te brave and truly Heroick Souls, 
© who have entred into a holy Confederacy, mot only: a- 
© gaivſt Fleſh and Biocd, but alſo, againſt Principalities, 
© againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
© World, againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs in high Places. 
© Your Adverſaries are numerous and powerful, be 
© Prince of the Power of the Air, with his Rulers and 


© Companies, and the Children of Dijobedience upon 
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© Earth, in whom he worketh;;, all evil Spirits, and a 
£ wicked Men; and from theſe ye muſt expect the mo 
© vigorous and obſtinate Oppolition : But be not afraid 
© of their Terrors, remember that the Battle is not 
© yours, but God's; that the Cauſe in which you are 
© engaged is his, to whoſe abſolute Dominion Hea- 
© ven, and Earth, and Hell, Angels and Men, and De- 
+ vils moſt : ſubmit, and whom no Counſel or Power 
can oppoſe, &. bg ; 
© If thoſe Generous and Publick Spirits ate deſer- 
© vedly honour'd and admir'd, who are inſtrumental 
© in breaking the Power of Earthly Tyrants, and vin- 
© dicating the juſt Liberties of Men from their Op- 
© preſſion, how much higher muſt their Characters riſe, 
© who are Inſtruments in the Hands of God for oppo- 
© ſing that univerſal Tyranny which the Devil, the 


© Prince of the Air, would exerciſe over the Souls of 


© Men, for breaking the Fetters wherewith he enſlaves 
them, and bringing them into the Service of God, 


_ © which-is'iperfeft Freedom? Cc. 


©''© Thoſe Fools that make 4 Mock at Sin, and a Jeſt 
< of Religion, thoſe deſpicable Wretches, who ſerve the 
* Devil and divers Luſts, and are Vaſſals to their own 
* brutiſh Appetites and Affections, may defpife and 
© revile you: Bur ſo would they have dealt with the 
© Son of God, had they lived when he was upon Earth 
© and ſo did the Wicked of that Age treat him, and 
for the ſame Reaſon ; and ſurely, when you confider 
him that endur d ſuchContr adiftions of Sinners ag ainſt him- 
© ſelf, you will not for any Reproaches you ſfiall ſuffer 
from ſuch, for his Sake and Service, grom merry and faint 
in your Mind: Vu will go on with Alacrity, when 
vyou are aſſur'd ofthe Countenance and Encouragement 
* of your Governours; When your moſt Gracious Queen 
© inthe very beginning of Her Reign, has publickly own' 
the Cauſe you are en in; and when you wy 
a 2 IIc! 
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26 An Account of the Progreſs 
© with the greateſt Confidence depend upon the Va? 
© lve and Eſteem, the Love and good Wiſhes, the 
© fervent Prayers and belt Aſſiſtance of all wiſe and 
© good Men. You will perſevere to the End in this 
© God-like Employment, when it affords you the 
© Glorious Proſpect of being found, when your Lord 
© ſhall call you hence, doing that which he himſelf 
© was doing when he was here. With what Extaſies of 
© Toy will one ſo found be tranſported at the Ap- 
« proach of Death? : we She: 11”. 

The Reverend Dr. Stanhope, in his 
The Reverend Sermon preach'd to the Societies, Decem- 
De Stanhote, ber 28. 1702, ſays thus: The End you 
Dan of Can. < propoſe to your Selves by theſe Soci- 


terbury, Lis 
Sermon tothe 


Soest , and good; Approved by all whoſe 
— 1 1 a Bug Value; Countenan- 
preachid Dec,  * ced in particular Manner by that Pious 
22, 1702. Queen of ever precious Memory, &c. 

© Enforced frequently by his late Ma- 
* jeſty, and now freſh by her preſent Majeſty. But 
_ © ſtill, though back'd and ſupported with all theſe Ad- 
© vantages, Reformation -| Manners, almoſt above 
© any other Undertaking, is certain to encounter with 
© a World of Difficulties and Prejudices, I dare pre- 
© ſume, upon leave in your Names, to declare, that 
© you know not how to wiſh any thing more for the 
* general Reputation and Advantage -of the Work you 
© have undertaken, than that all Perſons, fit to be ſa- 
Atisfied with the Methods as well as De$gn, would 
© ſtrickly enquire into your Orders, the Caution, the 
* Prudente, and the Endeavours that no Irregularity 
© ſhall blemiſh the Management of them. 

* It is ſo far from being a Comfort, or an Abate- 
ment, as to be indeed the higheſt Aggravation of 
* our Folly and our Sorrows, to enjoy the beſt * 
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© eties, is without Diſpute commendable 
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and the happieſt Conſtitution, if we turn the one 
+1ato a dead Letter, and will not ſuffer our ſelves 
to be bleſs'd by the other. But Bleſs'd by either we 
can never be, except effectual Care be taken for the 
exemplary Puniſhment of Wickedneſs, which if tri- 
-umphant, and once an Over-match for Authority 
and Virtue, will ſoon ſubvert the very Foundations 
* upon which all Government ſtands, and muſt in the 
* courſe of things, prove our ſwifteſt, our heavieſt, 
© and moſt irreparable Deſtruction, &c. 
© Pray let any ſerious Man conſider, ls it our Secu- 
© rity, our Honour, to have wholeſome Laws? and 
© can it be infamous to endeavour that we ſhall have 
© them to no purpoſe ? Is this to be Subjects and Pa- 
© triots? Is this to be good Men and Chriſtians, to 
think Civility obliges us to ſee the moſt Sacred things 
© inſulted and trodden under Foot, without vindica- 
© ting or taking any Notice of the Aﬀront ? Did Mar- 
© tyrs even dare to die for Religion, when the Laws of 
© the State were agaialſt it; and have not wethe Courage 
to ſpeak or ſhew any Concern for Religion, when 
the Conſtitution is on our ſide, and all for fear that 
© they who have no regard to Religion, ſhould hate 
© orrevile us for calling them to Account? Can any 
* Fidelity oblige us to flatter Men in Wickedneſs, or the 
* Rules of good Breeding ſupercede thoſe of the Bible 
* and our Statute Book ? The Heathen Orator conld 
* ſay, That no Friendſhip binds againſt the Common» 
© Intereſt. Andis it then a Bar to the higher and an- 
© tecedent Engagements of Oaths and Vows, and Sa- 
cramental Covenants ſuperadded to the A Vantage 
* of the Publick? Let us not, I beſeech you, continue 
to delude our ſelves with falſe Notions and empty 
Names; for ſuch are Honour, Decency, and Friend- 
* ſhip, when ſet in Oppoſition to Virtue, Religion, 
* andthe Common Good: nay, they are worſe than 
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38 An Account of the Progreſs 
© empty Names; they are the Honour of Conſpirators, 
$ the Decency of Paraſites, the Friendſhip of Bandar 
© and Murderers. 
Light and Darkneſs are not more diſtant than are 
© this venomous Brood from you good Men, - whoſe 
only Buſineſs and deſire it is to reſtrain thoſe Exor- 
* bitancies, which no good Man can, or ought pati- 
© tiently to ſee rampant, and out-braving the Laws 
* of God and Man by their Impunity, G0. 
© The only part remaining for me on this Occaſion, 
© is to fay, for all the Good ye have already done the 
* Cauſe of God and Virtue, Blelled be ye of the 
Lord, &c. 
The Biſhop of Chicheſter, in his German ES on 
the ſame Occaſion, Margh 30th, 1703. 
The Lord Bi- thus expreſſed himſelf. Almighty God 
ſopof Chi- expects that his Honour ſhou'd be right- 
| er- ed, his Juſtice vindicated amongſt Men, 
Societies for "by -=_ __—_ — 7 ſhall beſt 
aniwer that e and by upporting 
be * thoſe Laws by a due and vigorous 
March 30. Execution, as the Caſe ſhall require, 
1703. 1 
When Matters are eome to this Extremity, when 
* the Provocation runs high, that Authority is affronr- 
* ed, and the moſt ſacred things prophaned; that Men 
© make a Mock at Sin, and it walks abroad with a bare- 
e faced Impudence; Compaſſion is then a Fault, and 
* next to them that do offend, are they to be reputed 
© guilty, who have it in their Power, and to whoſe 
station and Place it doth belong, ſhall yet take no 
Care to Diſcountenance and Puniſh that which the 
* Law of God and Men do: 8 Propes Puniſhments 
£ for, Cc. 
© It becomes nn to make an Example of no- 
* torious Offenders, Pair for their own Sakes, . * 
when 
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hen nothing elſe will, this may happen to reclaim; and 
* much more for the ſake of others, that, as the Apg- 
fear, who when they ſhall ſee 
©the Laws impartially executed, are then likely, if e- 
© yer, to be reformed, and prevented from commit- 
© ting the like Crimes, tho? otherwiſe tempted or diſ- 
* poſed to the Practice of them. | 
+ © There are Private Perſons who may obſerve, re- 
© prove, admoniſh, threaten, diſcover, complain, ap- 
© peal, and who are to act as the occaſion ſhall offer; 
and indeed without this little Good is to be done; 
© becauſe thoſe that have Authority to Puniſh, have 
© not the Opportunity often of 'obſerving, ſo that, ge- 
© nerally ing, as a Reformation depends much 
© upon a due Execution of the Laws, ſo it is as much 
© depending upon a due Information; and which is 
* ſo much the harder to find a Zeal for, becauſe it is 
in them that undertake it, a voluntary Act, and to 
© which they are by no other Law obliged ordinarily, 
© than that of Conſcience, and a true Zeal for the Ho- 
© nour of God and the Good of Mankind, &c. 

© Perhaps there is no Nation in the World that 
©hath ſo good Laws againſt Immorality and Vice, in 
© all Inſtances of it, as ours: And therefore if the 
Execution correſpond with the Law, there cannot 
but be a due Regularity amongſt all Orders of Men. 
© But the Laws of themſelves are a dead Letter, and 
© *tis Accuſation and Execution gives Life to them; 
band if either of theſe be wanting, that either it is not 
* complain'd of (when notorious, and there is a Neceſ- 
© ſity for it) or not puniſhed upon the Complaint, 


© the Nation it ſelf is in Danger, and the Government 


© mnſt ſink under the Weight of ſuch Remiſneſs, and 
+ all the Evil Effects which follow ſuch a Neglect, will 
< be joſtly chargeable upon them, who either as private 
* Chriſtians, or Men in place, are obliged to ſtand up 
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* in maintaining thoſe Laws in full Authority, which 
© have been made amongſt us, c“·“::. 
© What remains then, but that ſince we have all by 
© Profeſſion liſted our ſelves under the Banger of our 
* Lord and Saviour againſt Sin, the World, and the 
© Devil, that we in our ſeveral Places and Capacities 
© wage War with thoſe Enemies of his Kingdomandour 
Salvation, that we, as St. Jude ſaith, ver 3. be exborted 
© that we earneſtly contend for the Faith which was once 
© delivered to the Saints, againſt all Irreligion, Blaſphe- 
© my and Prophaneneſs, againſt all Wickedneſs and 
© Immorality, and perſevere therein notwithſtanding 
call Diſcouragements whatſoever ; and may this ſo be 
© doneto the end. But when | ſay Diſconragements, 
may recal it, when we have not only the Protection, 
but the Authority and Command of Her preſent 
Majeſty to enforce it. When we have ſuch viſible 
< Sncceſs attending this Undertaking. When that 
© which was like Elizah's Cloud, as a Man's Hand, has 
extended it ſelf far and near not only through ma- 
ny, if not moſt of the reformed Churches of Europe, 
but hath carried its triumphant Banners even to Ame- 
© :ica, and we hope, in conjunction with that ſo cele- 
© brated a Corporation now eſtabliſhed, may end as 
< well in the Converſion of the Barbarous Natives of 
© remote Parts to Chriſtianity, as of Chriſtians to a 
better and more religious Temper and State of 
Ä 5 5, 
© What Encouragement is this? Or when had the 
© Nation or Church a greater Glory attending it? 
© When a Work ſo hogourable to our Religion hath 
England appearing at the Head of it? So that upon 
the Proſpect of what is in View, and of what is un- 
der Conlideration amongſt us, God ſeems to have 
© a Reſerve of Mercy for this Church and Na- 
%%% arte th 


1 * 


to the Societies Necemb. 1703. thus ex- 
elles himſelf: As our Bleſſed Savi- 


*.our.-was contented to do good, not- © 


* withſtagding all the Ingratitude and 
< evil Returns he met with; ſo he did at 
© laſt lay down his Life in the ſame Cauſe. 


All this he underwent to do us good; 


and therefore I hope we ſhall not grudge 
a little of our pains and charge to carry 


4 
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Fhbe Reterend Dr. Millis, in his Sermon pto our 


mon r Or 
Focietin ge- 
Refornoł d 


preach ation 


1703. Dife 


< on thoſe good Deſigns, for which he and 
* did and ſuffered ſo much, G c. * 

© | ſhall take notice of ſome of thoſe Ways or ln - 
£ ſtances, wherein more eſpecially we ought to do 
good to others, and whereby we may beſt ſerve 
© the Deſign of our preſent Meeting together. 

1. We ought, as Providence puts it in our Pow- 
© er, to do what good we can to the Souls of Men; 
* and as this is really the greateſt good we can do them; 
© ſo there is no Man hut may one way or other be ſer- 
viceable in this teſpect, &c. And a great deal of this 
© might be done without ſetting up for the Office of 
© Miniſters, would Men, as I have ſhewed before, do 
© the Duty of good Fathers, and good Maſters, of good 
© Magiſtrates, and good Friends, of good Men, and good 


Neighbours, Cc. 


2. It is the Buſineſs of him that is a Magiſtrate, 

* or to whom God hath given Power, and Authority, 
* and Reputation in the World, to make uſe of thoſe 
© Advantages to reſtrain the Wickedneſs of Men, to 
© prevent Puhlick Scandal, and to Incourage thoſe that 
* do well. *Tis certainly the Ducy of ſach Perſons, 
5 tha* they cannot * all Vice, yet however to 
* ſee that Wickedneſs ſhan't openly and publickly brave 
© it, that it ſhan't grow impudent and barefaced, and 
: rug dowa Piety and Religion, In ſhort, tis the Du- 
es ty 
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in Miﬀhoſe in Power and Authority, to ſtand-up for 
© havEauſe of God, who gave them that Power; to 
en of Piety and Religion themſelves, and to do 
Fr they can that other People may be ſo too, &. 
: Lordall add only theſe two Conſiderations on this 
© Devd, and then — 1% e n ITS * 
wagt, That wicked Men are, 1wont ſay ſo-zealous, 
* Saly ſo buſie and active in promoting Wickedheſs in 
© tha World, in procuring Companions" in Sin; and 
© del making Lewdneſs and Debauchery eaſie to Mens 
mynſciences; that the World will be in great Dan- 
© Jger of being over-run by it, if thoſe that are good 
< wont in ſome Proportion endeavour to ſtop the 
© Torrent, and take ſome Pains to reclaim, as well 
< as others to Corrupt and Debauch thoſe about them. 
© And certainly this is one of all the Cauſes in the 
World that Men need not and ſhonld not be baſhful 
© in; for it is to be aſhamed of doing the beſt Work 
© they can do; it is to he aſhamed of the Cauſe of God 
© and of their Religion; for 'tis Piety, and Vertue, 
© and the Fear of God, that are our Religion more 
© than any particular Opinions ; and he that's aſhamed 
© or afraid to Profeſs and Practiſe thoſe himſelf, or to 
© promote them in others, is truly aſhamed of Chriſt 
£ and his Word; of which I ſhall fay nothing but 
© the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, Whoſoever 
* ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my Word, in this Adul- 
© terous and Sinful Generation, of him ſhall the Son of 
* Man be aſhamed when he comes in his Glory before his 
Father and the Holy Angels. 

© 2dly, The Second Conſideration I would propoſe 
js this: That many of us heretofore may have been 
too Inſtrumental in the Devil's Service, and contri- 
buted towards the Corruption of the World, and the 
© lofs of Souls by our Inflaence or Authority, or evil 
Example; and therefore as God expects we mala 
make 
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make Reparation for Wrong done according to our 


* Power; it lies upon us to undo this as much as we 
can; - eſpecially to endeavour to bring over thoſe 
perſons we may have been the means of Corrapting ; 
but if that be now out of our Power, either by reaſon 
© of diſtance of Place, or diverſity of Condition, or 
beeauſe they are already entered upon their unchange- 
© able State, or ſo hardened in Sin that we cannot de 
* any good upon them; yet however, ſtill Reparation 
© is to be made to the World for the Miſchief and Dif 


order that may have been cauſed by this Means, and 


© eſpecially to our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for the wea- 
* kening his Kingdom, and the Loſs of thoſe Sonls he 
«Died oo fave, r. dc 

© The laſt Way I ſhall mention of doing good to 
* the Publick is; That though we have no hand in 
© Publick Offices or Affairs our ſelves, yet we ſhould 
© do what we can in our private Capacity to encou- 
rage thoſe who are Zealous to put Laws in Executi- 
* on for the Publick Good; | eſpecially for the ſup- 


| © preſling of Prophaneneſs and Immorality, as being 


© one of the beſt Services they can do both for the 
Church and the Kingdom: Our Duty with reſpe& 
to ſuch Perſons is, to Honour and Eſteem them; to 
give them the Praiſe that is due to ſuch worthy De- 
© ſigns; to put the beſt Conſtruction upon their Acti- 
© ons; and by doing what we can to make the thing 
- ee „ to Encourage others to the ſame 
© Zeal. | | | | 
© It has been a great Diſcouragement to ſuch good 
© Deſigns, that if Men are active to put Laws in Ex- 
ecution, they muſt prgroke a great many whoſe In- 
+ tereſt or whoſe Appetites are to be controled and 
* reſtrained, and ſuch as theſe will he clamorous and 
© noly, and they will always find ſome to countenance 
them, who affect the Reputation of being Wiſe by do- 
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* ing nothing, and by neither giving themſelves dor 


© any Body elſe any trouble. And therefore on the 
* other ſide, all that wiſh well to ſo good a Work 
© ſhould ftand up in their Defence, and give them their 
© dne Praiſe, and make this, which is indeed the Cauſe 
© of God, Honourahle in the World. 
© It is indeed the Duty of good Chriſtians to be 
* Zealous in the Service of God, whatever Treatment 
© they meet with; to go —_ evil Report or good 
© Report themſelves, ſo they can but bring Honour to 
© God; and I queſtion not but there are a great many 
ho would do it, and chearfully too. But I am ſure 
£ jt is not for the Honour of God, or the Good of 
© the World, that they ſhould be put upon this Trial. 
No; to refpect ſuch Perſons is what the good Cauſe 
© they are ingaged in requires from us, and what we 
bought in Gratitude to pay thoſe who are the Inſtru. 
ments of doing good to the World, G&G. 

I would now in the laſt Place addreſs my ſelf to 
© thoſe worthy Perſons who are more particularly con- 
© cerned in the Occaſion of our preſent meeting toge- 
* ther, whether Magiſtrates or Aſſiſtants tothoſe good 
© Deſigns by their Advice and Contributions, or laſtly 
© thoſe who by their Pains and Trouble in giving In- 
© formations inable the Magiſtrates more effeQually ro 
do their Duty, &c, | 

© Your good Deſigns, and the good Effects of them, 


* are now ſo manifeſt, that I need not give any parti- 


© cular Account of them, and much leſs need to ſay any 
© thing in their Defence; what you have already done, 
* and what you are ſtill doing, does not require an 
© Apology, but the Praiſ@and Thankfulneſs of all 
good Men, of all thoſe that wiſh well either to Reli- 
© gion, or their Country; which 1 hope you have, 
© and their Prayers too, that God would increaſe vour 
Numbers, and ſtrengthen your Hands, and give a 
* Bleſſing to your Endeavours. c 


— 
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have all along hinted at many Arguments which- 


© may encourage you nor to be weary in well doing; and» 
therefore ſhall! nom only proppſe theſe two. things 

more to your Conſideration, - and ſo conclule. 
1. b The firſt is this: That though the Work, in- 
ich you are engaged, be in it ſelf- a Work of, Ju- 
* fice, yet it is alſo a Work of the greateſt Charsey. 
lt is great Charity to the Souls of Men, to their B- 
dies, to their Families, and to all that belong to 
them; all which are great Sufferers by Vice and Im- 
* morality. It is frequently a great Charity and Kind- 
neſs to the Offenders themſelves, who may be a- 
* mended, or at leaſt reſtrained; by the Correction 
of the Law: But it is always a Charity to our 

Country to prevent Diſorders in it, and to many 
particular Perſons who may be kept within Bounds by 
* the Example of the Puniſhment of others. - 

As a prudent Reſtraint may preſerye a Man's In- 

* nocence, and prevent his Corruption, ſo. it may 
bring him to Conſideration afterwards, and by that, 
be the beginning of a ſincere Converſion. When a 

* Perſon finds his way hedg'd up with Briars and 
* Thorns, it may make him think of returning, and 

be more ready to hearken to the Monitions of his. 


* Conſcience, and the good Advice of Friends or 


* Miniſters, and we have frequent Inſtances of the Con- 
* verſions of Men which have had their beginning upon 
* this Bottom; and therefore the removing Tempta- 
* tions, and the making Vice difficult and uneaſy by 
the execution of the Laws againſt it, is upon all 


* 


2. The other Argument I would make uſe of 
* to encourage your Zeal is this: That the engaging 
the Authority of the Law, and the Gs 
© Magiſtrates -againſt Immorality, and Pr haneneſs, 
s the moſt likely Method to prevent the * | 
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© of God, which they may otherwiſe bring down * 
on our Church and Nation. 
© National Sins deſerve Natiofial Judgments ; :; * 
© unleſs God have ſome other wiſe Ends of his Provi- 
* dence to ſerve by ſparing ſuch a' Nation, will very 
likely bring them down upon it; upon which Ac- 
© count the beſt Service we cin do our Country is, to 
©endeayour, by a general Reformation, to appeaſe the 
Wrath of God: but if that cannot be done, how - 
©ever to turn the Edge of the Law and the Anthori- 
x of the Nation againſt Sin and-Wickednefs, which 
we do, we have Realon to hope, that though the 
© Offenders may be many, yet that God will. not look 
upon the Wickedneſs to be National, nor Puniſh the 
© whole for it; but let every Man bear his own Bur- 
then, and the Guilt follow only the particular: Of- 


| « fenders. | 


The laſt thing l would obſerve is this : That this 
"\Zeal of Phinehas, which you ſee had ſuch great Effects, 
vas only the Zeal of a ſingle Perſon ; which ſhould 
© be a great Encouragement to us, to do our Duty, 
& and to be Zealous for God and Religion, though 
we have not ſo many to join with us, as we might 
<- perhaps deſire. I am afraid that a great many are 
apt to 5 be diſcouraged by thinking that all they can 
do will ſignify very little, as to the main of Affairs; 
that if the World be wicked, it is like to be fo ſtill, 


+ when they have done all they can; and that if God 


ebe Angry with us for our Sins, it is not a ſingle Per- 
© ſon, or a few, that can turn away his Wrath: Such 
1 Thong hts as "theſe, doubt, make too many lic 
quite fil, and neglect to do what otherwiſe they 
might and would do: but we ought to remember, 
© that if every one ſhould make this Excuſe for him- 
N ſelt, I certain. one 127 me wel? = 4 
va ther, 


of ale Reformation of Manners. 3. 
| Ather, the World would 


quickly be a ſad Place, and 
©-muthi'work than it is; and on the other fide, "aig 


none diſcourage themſelves by this, it might quick 


1 be much better. We ought all therefore 02 
ly to do our Duties in our ſeveral Stations, and leave 
the Event to God: It is not any one Soldier in an 
Army, that can, though by the greateſt Valour, do 
much towards the Succeſs of a War: but if every 
© one ſhould under that Pretence excuſe himſelf, they 
© would then all together do nothing. We cannot 
© tell how much-good a Man may do in the World, 
that does heartily and ſeri ſet about it : or how 
fem People, that do with Zeal and Vigour ſet them- 
© ſelves: — the Wickedneſs of the Times, and 
>; © heartil interceed with God, may turn his Wrath 
© away us.» We cannot but be all ſenſible what 
Marks of his Diſpleaſure we felt in the late dread- 
ful Storm, and in what a Critical Poſture our Affuirs 
© now' ſtagd ; and therefore how much it concerns 
* us to make our Peace wih him, Fer rr give 


dus up. 


To wonclude all i in Word : Weave this further 
Encouragement to do our Duty, that if God thould, 
© for the ſake of thoſe that are good among us, think 
© fit to ſpare us, yet they, who do by their ill Lives and 
* Negligence their part to provoke his Wrath, ſhall 
have all the Guilt of it to anſwer for in another 
© World-: and on the other ſide, there is this Comfort 
for thoſe who dolendeavour to ſtand in the Gap, that 

©if notwithſtanding all they can do, yet Iniquity 

, Leer ſtill ſo abound, that God ſhall think fit to give 

us up, their Labour "ſhall not be loſt ; God wil either 

4 fave them from the common Calamity; or bleſs them 


< under it; or, which wir 7 Fer den all by it 


bring them te besten. 4 
The 
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I The Lord Biſhop of Zirchfidd. au 
Lord Bi- - Coventry, in his Sermon preach'd':/to” 
of Luch- the Societies, ſays: thus: I preſume the 
5 1 17 8 Time might be ſpent not un in 
55043; a farther Enlargement, Cr. but conſ- 
Societe for dering the Purpoſe af dur preſent Meet- 
. _ ng hong 5 
Reformation, © ing, I think my ſelf oblig d to uſe dem 
Preachd jan. rather as the Occaſion than the Subject 
1. 0. of what I intend to f, by apphying 
TORIES. © them to thoſe worthy Soldiers of Chriſt, 
© who have liſted themſelves a ſecond time under his 
Banner, againſt. the World, the Fleſh, and the De- 
c yil..; We all did it in Baptiſm, - when we ſolemnly” 
« proteſs'd and engag'd our ſelves to live in a State of 
< irreconcileable Enmity with them to our Lives End; 
© and we are too eaſily brought to flatter our ſelves, 
© that we have diſcharg'd this Duty, when we have 
< been faithful to our ſelves and our own ſpiritual In- 
| © tereſt, when we bave driven the Enemy from our 
on Doors, and make good our Defence againſt his 
© Aſſavlts : But thoſe Perſons certainly take the Duty 
in its true and full Latitude, whoſe Zeal: carries them 
©to ſeek him out, and to attack him wherever be is 
to be found; to reſcue the Weak and the Deluded, 
the Captive and the Priſoner out of his Hand.” 
© Grounding my ſelf therefore upon the infallible Do- 
< ctrine of the Text, that it is not being a Member of 
© the beſt Church in the World, where the Sacraments 
© are rightly Adminiſter d, and the Truth taught with- 
ont mixture of Errors; where the Faith is ſincere, 
© the Prayers devout, and the whole Oeconomy edify- 
© ing ; taking it, I ſay, for granted, that it is not be- 
ing Member of ſuch a Chureh; nay, that it is not an 
exact outward Conformity to ſuch a Church that will 
© avail to Salvation, without Purity, and Sancxity, and 
Moral Honeſty ; I may truly ſay, that the — 

* | 4 
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for Reformation of Manners, whoſe difficult Endeas 
' © yours are all directed to this only and bleſſed End; 
Fare highly ſerviceable to God, and to the Church 
And I ſhall endeavour to prove it in theſe following 
* Particulars ; by ſhewin | — 

Firſt, © That their urs have a direct Tendency 
to make the Preaching and Miniſtry of the Clergy 
*ſucceſsful. | | gk 22 

Secondly, © That they help the Civil Migiſtrate in the 
© Diſcharge of his Duty. And, 

Thirdly, © That ſingle Perſons would be able to make 
* little Progreſs in ſuch a Work, (how good ſoever 
* their Intentions might be,) unleſs they acted by 
Concert and mutual Agreement; whereby they might 
©be able to ſtrengthen each other in oppoſing the 
Hardſhips they are ſure to encounter with. And, 

© Firſt, That the Labours of the Societies for Re- 
© formation of Manners, have a direct Tendency to 
© make the Preaching and Miniſtry of the Clergy ſuc- 
© ceſsful : The Prieſt”s Lips, ſays Malachi, ſhould preſerve 
© Knowledge, and the People ſhould ſeek the Law at his 
s Mouth; for he is, as our Church in her incompara- 
© ble Office of Ordination expreſſes it, a Meſſenger, 
© Watch-man, and Steward of the Lord, to teach and 
1 e 6 to feed and provide for the Lord's- 

© Family, to ſeek for Chriſt's Sheep that are diſperſed 
© abroad, and for his Children, who are in the midſt 
of this naughty World, that they may be ſav'd thro? 
chriſt for ever. Here is Buſineſs of the greateſt Mo- 
* ment, and which requires no mean Abilities in the 
performance; to inſtruct the Ignorant, admoniſh the 
Legligent, reprove the Criminal, and correct the 
© Obſtinate; to ſtruggle againſt Principalities| and 
Powers, againſt Mens corrupt Inclinations and 
© Paſſions, againſt evil Cuſtoms and wicked Habits, 
* unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſions and groundleſs Prejn- 
© dices: And yet an TT and good Paſtor would 


© hope, 


* Iu —y—— Oo mn — ũ - — ʒꝶ—äUPäp — 


48 J Acconnit t of the Progreſt | 
* hope, with the Bleſſing of God, to ſutmount theſe 
© Difficulties, if he could but come to grapple with | 

| 


them. Bot how ſhall he preach to him that will! 
© not hear? How ſhall he reprove the Scorner that 
© ſhuns him? Or puniſh the Reprobate that deſpiſes 
| © the Cenſures of the Church? What will he care to 
| © be cut off from our Communion that has forſaken 
| C it before? If that dreadful Sentence drew down 
; 
| 


from Heaven (as in the Infancy of the Church) ſome 
Signal Judgment upon the Head of him againſt 
© whom it was denounced, one would hope ſuch a 
= < deſperate Perſon might be awakened and feel, tho* 
| © he would not be brought to hear of his Danger. 
© But in theſe latter Ages God has not appear'd thus 
< vilibly1in Vindication of that Authority he has gi- 
© ven to the Church; and as ill Subjecls flight 
j © Human Laws that are not enforced with ſome Pe- 
| © nalty, fo Reprobate Chriſtians deſpiſe and laugh at 
| * Penalties, which they do not ſee follow'd with im- 
3 © mediare Execution; and ſince this is the Caſe, what 
} * melancholy Reflections may one ſuppoſe a good Pa- 
© riſh Prieſt, eſpecially in this great City, to have, who 
© watches anxiouſly over the Souls of his People, 
* ſees em on every Side drawn away, caught and en- 
© tangled in the Allarements of Sin, and yet finds him- 
* ſelf want Strength and Power to bring them back ? 
Do not we think ſuch an one would joyfully receive 
| * and thankfully acknowledge the Offers of Aſſiſtance ? 
Would he not think it a Bleſſing to have ſome in 
© his Pariſh, who would make it their Buſineſs to 
find out the Reſorts of the lewd and profligate, the 
* Intemperate and the trreligious, to bring 'em to 
Shame and Puniſhment for their Follies, and then 
bring them to a better Life by their Examples, their 
* fober Behaviour, and conſtant Attendance upon the 
4 - 2 * 
* Ordinances of the Church? How would it ny 
is 
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2 pis Heart to ſee his Stragglers thus brought home, who 


© had broke looſe from his Paternal Care, and whom 
© he had deplor'd as loſt and dead? Cc. 

© Secondly, Theſe Societies help the Civil Magiſtrate 
© in the Diſcharge of his Duty. He bears not the Sword 
tin vain: tis his Buſineſs to be 4 Terror to evil Doers, 
das it is to give Protection and Eucourag ement to thoſe 
© that do well. But the former Part he can but lamely 
© exerciſe, without the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who will 
© be at the Pains to find out and proſecute Offenders, 
c. Tis a common thing for Magiſtrates to have 
© their Ears Wd with Complaints, and every body is 
© ready to call upon 'em to puniſh this or that De- 
* linquent; but when they ſer about the buſineſs, 
* and look for Evidence, they frequently find them- 
© ſelves diſappointed, then an unſeaſonable Tenderneſs 
© takes Place, and the Complatnant repents that he 
© has brought a Per ſon in Danger, of whom he is wil- 
© ling to hope better Things for the future: Or he 
© bethinks himſelf that the Name of an Informer has an 
* odious Sound; and tho” the Perſon indeed be very bad, 
* yet he cannot bear the Reproach of his being brought 
© to ſuffer thro' his Means. And thus it comes to pals, 


_ © that the Offenders many times ſee the Face of a Judge 


© with Impunity, and the Judge by frequent Baffles is 
* diſhearten'd, and grows diſtruſtful. It is a wonderful 
© thing that any Government ſhould ſuffer the Name of 
© Informer to carry Infamy along with it, his Pretence is 
© always the Service of the publick, his Report is judg- 
*ed of by the Probability of che thing, and the Evi- 
* dence that ſupports it; he becomes obnoxious to 
the Malice and Revenge of the accuſed und their 
Friends, and if he be notupheld by the Authority to 
© which he reſorts, who can look for Informations and 
* Diſcoveries for the future? And yet Coldneſs and Di- 
© ſtruſt uſually receives em, and Slight and Contempt 
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a are ſure to follow em. It will be ſaid perhaps, that 
falſe and worthleſs Villains have too often ſupplied the 
Office, and therefore the ill Character will ſtick to all 
© that take it up; but as that is not juſt, ſo Reaſon of 
© State can leſs approve it. But this cannot be the Caſe 
© with our pious and good natur'd Informers, they have 
© no Intereſt or Paſſion to excite *em, no Prejudice or 
© Spleen to be gratified; they love the Perſons they 
© offend, accuſe in Order to reclaim, and bring Men to 


© moderate Puniſhments, that they may deliver em 


© from utter Ruin. And this, in the conſequences of it, 
* will ſerve the Magiſtrate a more agreeable way than 
by preſenting Criminals to his Juſtice ; for it will 
© lighten his Cares, and ſhorten his Labours. The Re- 
* treats of Vice being frequently diſturb'd, it cannot 
 * ſertle and take Root; the Breath of Inquiſitive Au- 
© thority blaſts it, and the Strength of Temptations is 
* ballanc'd by contrary Fears and Apprehenſions. 

© It was an Obſervation long ſince, and paſſed with- 
out Contradiction, that the laſt Age was ſtill the worſt; 
© the Preacher took it for granted, Say not thou what is 
© the Cauſe that the former Days were better than theſe : 
for thou doſt not enquire wiſely concerning this: But 
© however that Queſtion may be determin'd at pre- 
© ſent, I hope we have ſufficient Ground to believe 
* that the next Age will be better than this. Thoſe 
* ſincere, and upright, and hearty Endeavours which, 
in this great City, and many others of this Kingdom, | 
© are carry'd on for the Reformation of Manners, and 
* which by our Example are promoted and begun in 
* many Parts of Europe, will in time, with God's Bleſ- 
* {ing, give a new Face to the Moral World; but eſ- 
© pecially that moſt charitable Proviſion that is made 
tor the Education of poor deſtitute Children of 
© hoth- Sexes, in the Principles of Religion and Mo- 
ral Honeſty, and in ſuch Arts and Employments as 
IT * © may 


of the Reformation of Manners. 53 
© may make. them uſeful Members of the Common- 


wealth, will have ſuch excellent and viſible Effects 


© in the next Age, that the Children now unborn will 
* riſe up and bleſs the Contrivers and Promoters of 
© ſo noble a Work, ſo extentlively beneficial to the 
© whole Race of Mankind. 

* Third Particular, That ſingle Perſons would be a- 
© ble to make but little Progreſs in this Work of Refor- 
* mation, how good ſoever their Intentions might be, 
* unleſs they acted by Concert and mutual Agreement, 
* whereby they might be able to ſtrengthen each other 
in oppoſing the Difficulties they are ſure to Encounter 
with. It is not our preſent Buſineſs to enquire from 
© what Cauſes, or by what Steps the mighty Tide of 
vice, lrreligion, and Atheiſm aroſe, which has appear- 
* ed fo viſible in our Days; but it occaſioned more 
Melancholy Reflections to the wiſe and ſober part of 
the Nation, than all the Dangers that did or could 
* threaten us from abroad; they ſaw the Fatal Ten- 
dency it had to the Deſtruction of our Religion and 

Civil Liberties, and almoſt deſpair'd of being able to 
ſt op a Torrent that roſe ſo high, and flow'd in fo faſt 
© upon them. The late King and Queen, of Bleſſed 
Memory, took Notice of it in their Proclamations, and 
© call'd for the Aid of their Subjects, of all Degrees and 
Conditions, to aſſiſt them in the Enterpriling this dif- 
* ficult Work. Our preſent Glorious Queen has done 
the ſame, and, under their auſpicious Protection and 
© Influence, many good and virtuous Perſons have for- 
* med themſelves into Societies for that purpoſe ; and 
God, who ſtirr'd up their Hearts to the Work, has 
* bleſſed and cauſed it to proſper in their Hands, Ic 
may modeſtly be faid, they have not only put a Stop 
© to the Enemy, checked the Growth and Increaſe of 
* Lewdneſs and Prophaneneſs, but gained Ground; and 
* it may, wich great Probability of Truth, be affir med, 
l E 3 that 


—_ — co ONE. tower HAT WE A re non ee ee. on -_ 


54 An Account of the Progreſs 


© that all their good Inclinations and Endeayours would 
© be ineffectual, if they were not carried on by a joint 
and united Force, &. | 
© Vice, in its firſt beginning, creeps low, and is ti- 
© morons, ſteals abroad in Diſguiſe, ſeeks for Privacy 
© and Retirement, and dwindles and ſhrinks before Su- 
© perior Yirtue; but when it grows to a Head 'tis dar- 
<jng and impudent, ſcorns Advice, and hates Reproof, 
and where it is not ſubdu'd, never fails to inſult; 
c nay, it comes at laſt to endeavour to put Virtne out 
c of Countenance, toleſlen its Character, and ont-face 
c its Authority; and when it is thus in its high Career, 
c it muſt be a very vigorons Oppoſition that will not be 
over - born by it. If the young appear againſt it, 
c they are told, their Paſſions and Inclinations call them 
cto that fide; and if they will not be prevail'd upon 
c to go over, they are laugh'd at as Fools that want 
c Senſe and Spirit. If the Old concern themſelves, tis 
c becauſe they are ſuperannuated, rhe Grave are called 
c Hypocrites, and the Religious Madmen. In ſhort, 
where Sin and Wickedneſs abound, Reafon and Ad- 
vice, let them come from whom they will, are not 
likely to find Place; the Magiſtrate indeed is ſtill a- 
ble to make himſelt be felt, but who ſhall accuſe and 
charge the Criminal? This, as 1 ſaid before, is not to 
* be done by particular Perſons, who will certainly be 
*tir'd out with the Diſcouragements and Diſappoint- 
ments they will meet with, how warm-ſgever their 
| © Zeal may be: For the Wicked are in a profeſt Confe- 
*deracy ; when any one of the guilty Tribe is ſtrack 
© at, the whole ſoul ; they fear nothing under 


c 


© Heaven, (they would have us believe, nor above it 
© neither) but the, Hand of Authority, and therefore 
© he that ſhall endeayour to bring them under it, may 
© be aſſur'd to be charg'd by their whole Poſſe, with 
Scorns and Reproaches, Slanders and Invectives, 
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J © Threatnings and ill Uſage ; every thing that may 

. t work upon his Fear, his Shame, or his Intereſt, and 

deter him and others from the like Attempts for the 

future But when good and upright Men enter into 

Combinations for the Common Cauſe of Religion, 
and the Principles of Morality, they make themſelves 


- * a Match for the Enemy, whoſe Deviliſh Artillery 
' * will then havelittle or no Effe& ; for People will per- 
5 * ceive themſelves not to be hurt by it, when they have 
IT *a Party, and Friends to go to; they will find it does 
ce not leſſen them in their Eſteem; nay, they will find 
r, it cements and renders their Union more entire, ſows 
JC the Seeds of Love and Friendſhip amongſt em, brings 
r, them to make that of every individual Brother a com- 
m * mon Cauſe, and animates them to freſh and more con- 
Mn * fiderable Encounters. Again, when the Friends to 
nt * Virtue draw together under her Banners, put them- 
is * ſelves in a poſture of Defence, conſult and deliberate 
ed * what is to be done for her Service, where the Enemy 
t, is weakeſt, and may beſt be attack d, and where they 


d- * themſelves lie openeſt to his Aſſaults, there is an Ap- 
ot * pearance and Diſcovery of Strength and Force on her 


a- * ſide, that was not ſeen or beliey'd before; for there 
nd *15 this mighty Difference between the Two Parties, 
to t that the one is Noiſie, Preſumptuous and Conceited, 
be * full of vain Boaſts and inſolent Pretenſions, and al- 
nt ways endeavouring, by an outward ſhew, to conceal 
eir 


its want of inward Strength; whereas the other is 
fe- * calm and ſilent, ſteady and uniform, and unaffected; 

* and "tis impoſſible to compute its true Force till you 
* ſee it in the Field. Then it appears, bleſſed be God, 


> IT that the Tents of Wickedneſs were neither ſo numer- 
ore * ous nor ſo formidable as it was apprehended; and 
nay * how much ſoever they may pretend to have encreas'd 


*and extended themſelves, there remains a ſufficient 


res, Power to reduce them. Let thoſe therefore, that 
636 C 
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t have drawn themſelves forth to this Service, go on, 
<in God's Name, go on and proſper, the Lord is on 
your ſide, you are certain to have Him for your 
Help and Defence; and, which does not always hap- 
*pen, you have Man's Approbation. Reaſon and 
22 even where they are not in Conjunction 
*with Grace, give in their Suffrage to you; they 
* know that Liberty and Property cannot long ſubſiſt 
* under a general Licentiouſneſs and Diſorder ; and 
* what Follies ſoever Men may have of their own, or 
how much ſoever they may be inclined to indulge em, 
© yet they know their pernicious Conſequences ſo well, 
that whilſt they have any Remnants of Senſe and 
© Underſtanding, they will never be content to give 
them a general Licenſe, Nothing is more obſervable, 
than that Parents who have lived in greateſt Liberty, 
* keep their Children under the ſtricteſt Reſtraint ; 
* which implies a tacit Condemnation of themſelves, 
*and that tis better for the Children not to follow 
their Courſes. And we may draw from it this certain 
* Conclufon, That, excepting only the profligate 
and the abandon'd, every Body would have Reforma- 
© tion take Place in every Breaſt beſides his own. Go 
*on therefore, and compleat this moſt beneficial Ser- 
Fvice to Mankind; you have already conquer'd the 
* greateſt Hardſhips, and the Way will be every Day 
more plain before you. The beginnings of an At- 
* tempt are always the moſt difficult; then People are 
© raw and vnexperienced in their Buſineſs, and are of- 
ten foiled for want of Dexterity ; then the ſtrongeſt 
© Efforts are made on the other Side, and the Out- guards 
and Avennes are ſtrengthened againſt them: But 
* when once the Lines are broken, the Enemy falls in- 
to Confuſion, and the reſt is a cheap and eaſie Con- 
queſt. Fut remember, my Brethren, that you are 
Petting the Lord's Battles, and muſt therefore * 
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© all things, be careful to uſe no other Weapons but 
© ſuch as he has put into your Hands; no private Ends 
© muſt mix themſelves in this Affair, nor may any 
means be uſed but ſuch as the Word of God approves: 
* All muſt be carried on with the Spirit of Meekneſs 
© and Prudence, and to that only End of reducin 
© Men from the Error of their Ways to the Service of 
© God, and the Uſe of their Country. And if you 
* thus juſtifie your Commiſſion, and approve your ſelves 
© to be the Children of God, you need not fear to en- 
* counter his Enemies: For to apply what Haman's 
* Friends foretold him, F ye be of the Seed of the Faithful, 
* before whom they have begun to fall, they ſhall not prevail, 
© they ſhall certainly fall before you. : 
Laſth, the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, in his Sermonpreach- 
ed to the A for 3 of Manners, thus ex- 
es himſelf : < Thoſe who ſnall attempt 77 
rr any great Good in the World, he 75 * 
© and make it their buſineſs to correct coln', Son 
© the Errors, or to reform the Vices of ro the Socie- 
© it, muſt expect to meet with much ies fer R- 
Oppoſition, and to be expos'd often- formation, 
© times to the Rage and Malice of Igno- Peaches 
rant and Wicked Men. Dec. 1705. 
This is indeed a very melancholy Remark; but 
* withal *tis a Remark, the Truth of which the Experi- 
© ence of all Ages confirms to Us. Never was there 
a time in which ſuch Perſons were generally ſo well 
© receiv'd as they ought to have been: Nor, whilſt 
din and Ignorance prevail among Men, will there e- 
© yer be a time in which they muſt expect ſo to be. 
© It would engage me in too large a Subject of Diſ- 


* courſe, to look back into the Hiſtories not only of 


the Old and New Teſtament, but of Profane Writers : 
* and from thence particularly ſhew you what a per- 
{ yerſe Entertainment the Holy Prophets and Apoſties, 

* nay 
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F nay, and even the Philoſophers themſelves have met 
© with, in their ſeveral Ages and Countries. And 
for the Reaſons of it, they may, I conceive, be re- 
© duced to theſe Two. | ' 

x. The Nature of the Work it ſelf. And, 

2. © The Circumſtances of Thoſe who are to be 
© wrought upon by it. 2d 

1. * As for what concerns the Nature of the Work 
© it ſelf; it is not only Difficult, but Ungrateful. It 
© requires great Skill and Prudence in the Management; 
© and can hardly ever be ſo cautioufly and inoffenſively 
carried on, as not to miniſter ſome Occaſion of Re- 
ſentment to thoſe who of all others are the molt dan- 
© gerous to be Provoked. 

If we conſider the former part of it, The Reſorma- 
* tion of Mens Manners; it is certain, that as well 
* as they generally love their Vices, yet there are 
* but few, who have the Confidence to ſtand up in the 
© Defence of them. Sin is not only a Tranſgreſſion of 
the Law of God, but contrary to Mens own Reaſon. 
* Itis as reproachtul to Themſelves, as it can be ſcan- 
© dalous to Others; and upon all theſe accounts will 
not admit of any juſt Apology : Whilſt Conſcience 
_ © joins Verdict with the Reproof, and convinces them 
* that they have deſerved that Shame, which therefore 
© they always look upon the moſt Charitable Admo- 
* nitions to bring with them. 

Such Difficulty is there in the Nature of the Work 
* it ſelf, of Reforming Mens Manners, and of Corretl- 
© ing thoſe Notions by which their evil Practices are ſup- 
ported. Nor is there any leſs to be expected. 

2. From the Condition of thoſe who are to be wrought 
© upon by us; Who are commonly the worſer kind of 
Men; and for that Reaſon the moſt difficult to be ei - 
ther perſwaded or reclaimed. | 


But 
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But this is not yet all: For in the Proſecution | 
5 of ſuch a Reformation we muſt expect to meet not on- 
© ly with wicked Men, but with a wicked World : Muſt 
* oppoſe a Torrent, and ſtand in the Gap againſt whole 
< Multijtudes who are ready to break in upon us on 
+ every ſide. | r 
No this will add ſtill more Difficulty to ſuch an 
* Undertaking ; Whilſt by the Generality of its Pre- 
*.valence, Sin gathers not only Srength, but Confi- 
© dence; and encourages Men even to juſtiſie thoſe 
Crimes when they become generally practis'd, which 
c e ſingly would not have born the leaſt 
Extcuſe. 1 

© To reſtrain Men in ſuch Caſes, ſeems to look like 
© a Deſign vpon their Liberty: And all a Man com- 
* monly gets by the Attempt, is but the invidious 
Character of a preciſe, moroſe Caſuiſt, who would 
* make the way to Heaven more narrow than indeed 
it is; or, at leaſt, than they can endure to think it 
© ſhonld be. 

* It were an eaſie matter to illuſtrate this Remark, 
in a great many Liberties too commonly taken by 
« ſome who would be thought none of the worſt amon 
© us. But that one notorious inſtance of the Eng; 
Stage, is more than enough to confirm the Truth of 
* it. The Profaneneſs, the Lewdneſs, the Scurrility 
* of which, tho? it be of it ſelf ſufficieatly evident, 
© and has of late been fully laid open, beyond all rea- 
© ſonable Contradiction; yet is it ſtill followed not 
© only by the Looſer ſort, but by many who, one 
would think, ſhould deteſt ſuch Spectacles; And by 
* withdrawing themſelves altogether from it, ſhould 
add to its ScaMal, and leave it (as it deſerves) to be 
* a Neſt only of unclean Birds; not fit for any, who 
either deſire a good Conſcience towards God, or va- 


: lue a fair Reputation among Men, to reſort unto. 
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And thus have I ſhewn, not only that thoſe who 
© will ſet themſelves to the buſineſs of Reforming the 
© World, muſt expect to meet with great Diſcourage- 
© ments in the Proſecution of it ; but for what Reaſons 
eit is they muſt do ſo. That the Work it ſelf is of 
da very ungrateful Nature; ſuch as Men are generally 
the moſt averſe to: And that the Perſons on whom 
< it is to be exerciſed, are ſuch as have not only a more 
© than ordinary Hatred for it ; but will be ſure to ſet 
* . with all their Intereſt and Induſtry.to OP- 
< poſe it. NY 1 84 
it what therefore muſt be done in ſuch a caſe? 
Muſt Men be left to themſelves, and not be at all 
© contradicted in their Sins? Muſt we ſuffer Vice, like 
an overflowing Torrent, to carry all before it, and do 
nothing to put a ſtop to its Career? | 

© No certainly! Neither the Glory of God, nor the 
© Concern we ought to have for our common Salvati- 
© on, will allow-of ſuch a Remiſneſs. We muſt ſtem 
© the Torrent, tho' we were ſure we ſhould be ſwal- 
© lowed up by it: And be the more firm and vigo- 
*.rous in our Endeavours; by how much the more dif- 
* ficult and dangerous the Undertaking may ſeem to 
© be. This was David's Reſolution heretofore, and 
* ſhould be that of every good Man now; P/al. 119. 
* 126. It is time to work for the Lord; becauſe they have 
© made void his Law, Which therefore brings me to 
the other Point I propoſed to ſpeak to, v:z. 

2: © That all this ſhould be no Diſcouragement to 
© us in our Endeavours, conſidering not only the Great 
© Good we ſhall hereby do to Mankind at the preſent ; but 
the glorious Reward which we our ſelves ſhall be ſure 
© tO receive for it at the laſt Day. | UW 

*1 ſhall ſay but very little to the former of theſe 
* Motives, the great Benefit which our Endeavours here- 
in will bring to Others, becauſe it does not fall or 

under 
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© under the Conſideration of the Text, tho' otherwiſe 
© *tis one of the Arguments made uſe of to this pur- 
© poſe by St. Paul, at the 12th and 15th Yerſes of this 
© Chapter, and ſuch as ought to have a very great Weight 
© with us. For, indeed, what can more become any 
Man, than to render himſelf a publick Benefactor to 
© thoſe among whom he lives? To expend himſelf for 
© the Advantage of others? And not think any Dan- 
gers too great to be run, any Labours too grieyous 
© to be undergone, ſo he may but do ſome eminent 
© Good to the Publick by them? 

* This is that Heroick Temper of Mind to which all 
© Men have ever paid a ſingular Regard. They have 
thought no Honours too Illuſtrious, no Acknowledg- 
© ments too high, for ſuch Services. They have run 
© their Reſentments of theſe things even into Super- 
© ſtition and Idolatry ; and worſhipped thoſe, who had 
devoted themſelves to the publick Welfare of their 
Country whilſt they lived. 
Now that, in the preſent Caſe, there is truly the 
* greateſt good done to Mankind by ſuch Endeavours ; 
and that whether we conſider them as ſingle Perſons, 
* or with Relation to Publick Society, (which nothing 
can more eſtabliſh than Piety and Religion) no 
* one who believes the Principles of Chriſtianity can 
© Poſſibly doubt. And therefore, were we to look no 
* farther than this one thing; even this alone might 
* ſuffice both to excite us to it, and to endue us with 
* Firmneſs and Conſtancy in the Proſecution of it. 

© But there is more than this to encourage us in 
this Caſe: For hereby we ſhall not only do the 


© greateſt Good to others, but ſhall alſo take the ſureſt 


Method to promote our own Felicity. | > 

For, indeed, what is there in the Power of a Man 
to do, whereby more highly to recommend himſelf 
* to God's Fayour and Acceptance? This is N 


- 
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to direct our Actions to the Glory of God, and the 
Honour of his Religion. And when to this we ſhall 
add, that it's to exerciſe the higheſt Charity towards 
our Neighbont too; 1 know not what can be more 
deſired to ſhew, that it muſt be alſo moſt pleaſing 
to God, and profitable to the Salvation of that Per- 
© ſon who diligently employs tumſelf in it. 
Hence we may obſerve what extraordinary Pro- 
© miſes God has been pleaſed. to make to ſuch as do 
© this. They that are wiſe, ſays Daniel; or rather, 
© they who make others ſo; ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 
© the Firmament : and they that turn many to Rig hteonſneſs, 
© as the Stars for ever and ever, Dan xii. 3. Brethren, 
c ſays St. James, Chap. v. 19, 20. If any of n do err 
from the Truth, and one convert him; tet him know, that 
© he which converteth a Sinner from the Error of his way, 
© fhall ſave a Soul from Death, and fball hide a Mults- 
© tude of Sins. | . 
Nor are we to meaſure either the Certainty, or 
© Greatneſs of our Reward, in this caſe, from the Suc- 
© ceſs of our Labours, but from the Diligence and 
© Sincerity of our Endeavour s. | 
© Nay more: Tho' our Endeavours ſhovld meet not 
© only with a Diſappointment, but even with a Scorn 
too: This is truly to ſuffer for Righteo!;ſneſs-ſake ;, and 
will intitle us to the Promiſe of our Apoftle in the 
* Words before the Text, That our light Aſlictions, which 
are but for a Moment, (ball work out for us a far more 
© exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 

Now this, I ſay (2dly,) onght to be more than e- 
©nough to encourage us to go on, againſt all Dangers 
* and Diſconragements that may chance to ariſe, to ſtop 
us in this Work. © S 

For what is it, in effect, but this that we live for? 
© What have we to do in this World, but to be uſeful 
* to Mankind, and to lay vp a Proviſion for our future 

© Happl- 
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Happineſs in the next ? Let me add yet more; What 


© is there beſides this, that is worth our living for ? 
© [et ſenſual, proud, ambitious Sinners, value as they 
« will the Pleaſures, the Honours and Intereſts of it; 
© yet when all is done, ſuch is the Vanity that occurs 
in all our preſent Enjoyments, that I cannot tell (a 
few particular Friendſhips or Relations laid aſide) 
* what a Man ſhould wiſh to tarry one Day in this World 
for, but to do ſome Good; or at leaſt, to ſhew 
* his hearty Deſires and Inclinations fo to do. 
© And if this be truly the only ſubſtantial Pleaſure, 
© which a Man can take in this preſent State; how 
© much more ought we to be all animated herein, when 
© we ſhall add to this, the glorions Proſpect of that eter- 
© nal Reward, which we ſhall by this Means ſecure to 
© our ſelves in the other World. Where we ſhall not 
© only be ſer intirely free from all the Troubles and 
© Danpers we are here continually expos'd to ; but ſhall 
© be filled with the Fruition of ſuch Happigeſs and De- 
© lights, as we are now not able to utter or compre» 
hend. 
© Who can ſeriouſly conſider with himſelf, and firm- 
ly believe, that by his preſent Endeavours he is lay- 
© ing up for himſelf ſuch a vaſt Reward, and not reſolve 
*togoon and do his Duty, let a wicked World never 
* ſo much cenſure or oppreſs him for it? This is a Re- 
© fleftion that may be more than ſufficient to ſtrengthen 
*the moſt weak; and to animate the moſt cold, and 
*nepgligent Chriſtian, into a hearty Zeal for God's 
Glory, and his Brother's Salvation. And ſo, donbt- 
© leſs, it would do; would Men ſet it frequently in their 
view; and bring it home to their Conſciences ; and 
© not ſuffer their preſent Intereſts or Fears to intercept 
the Proſpect of it. | 
ly, We muſt reſolve nevertheleſs to go on in our 
*Endeayours, and look for that Reward of our Work 
* from 
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©from God, which the Obſtinacy and Wickedneſs of 
© Men deny to us. | 
It is no new thing to ſee the beſt Men, and the 

© moſt worthy Undertakings oppoſed, and traduced by 
*thoſe who are Enemies to both; and that notwith- 
| * ſkanding all their Care and Diligence to 
Matth. xi. 18, prevent it. John the Baptiſt went to 
19. work in a way of Righteouſneſs and Se- 
| * yerity. He came neither eating nor drink- 
Ling; and the Reſult was, That they ſaid, He had 4 
© Devil, Our Saviour Chriſt came in the common way 
©of other Men: He eat and drank, and converſed 
* freely among the People. And of him they ſaid, 
© Bebold a gluttonous Man and a Mine- bibber; a Friend 
© of Publicans and Sinners. 
Thus the Jews decry'd theſe Holy Perſons hereto« 
fore; and thus others continue to re- 

Marth. x. * proach the beſt Men now. The Diſci- 


24, 26, ple is not above his Maſter;, nor the Ser- 


| © vant above his Lord. If they have called 

© th: Maſter of the Houſe Belzebub, we ought not to mon- 
| © der, if they much more call them of his 

Marth. xi. * Houſnold ſo. But Wiſdom is juſtified of 
19, --; * ber Children. This was no Hindrance 

© nor Diſcouragement to them heretofore, 


© nor ſhould it be any to us now. We muſt go on, as 


© they did, againſt all Oppoſition, and not give over 
© our Endeayours, tho* not only Scandals and Re- 
* proaches, but Loſſes and Perſecutions, or even Death 
it ſelf ſhould threaten us in the Purſuit of them. _ 
This if we do, we ſhall not loſe our Reward : If we thus 

© endure to the end, we ſhall be ſaved. Nay, we ſhall not only 
© be ſaved, but ſhall be intitled to a greater Degree 
of Glory in God's Kingdom. 8 
And now I ſhall not need to ſay, that in treating 

« of this Subject in general, I have all along had — ro 
« ticular 
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* tienlar Regard to you Who have in a more eſpecial 


manner dedicated your ſelves to this good Work of 
i$REFORMING the MANNERS; and Cor- 
« recting of the Vices of a wicked and ſcandalous 
«World Who have formed your ſelves into SO Cl- 
tE TIES, and fixed upon the wiſeſt Rules and Me- 
© thods to make Chriſtianity indeed effectual to the 
great End of its Inſtitution; the Glory of God, and 
the Sanctification of Mankind: And whole Labours 
5 God has bleſſed with a plentiful Encreaſe, to the bet- 
*rering of the preſent Age, and to a well-grounded 
Hope of providing for a general Converſion of that 
© which is to ſucceed. Inſomuch that your Zeal has 
© been influential even to Foreign Countries: Who 
© have not only applauded your Piety, but have fol- 
© low'd your Example; and begun in like manner, to 
promote the lutereſts of Religion, not ia Profeſſion, 
but in Practice; not in the ozrward Form of Godlineſs, 
«but in the Joward Power and Spirit of it. 

To offer you any Arguments to perſwade you to 
go on, and abound more and more in the ſame Zeal 
© which you have for many years ſhewn in this uſeful 
Undertaking, would be to injure your Piety, as if it 
needed to be provoked. No, I am perſwaded you 
have too well conſider d the preſent Uſefulneſs, and 
the future Reward of what you have been doing, to 
want any Exhortation, not 10 be weury or faint in 
your Minds. 4 ſhall therefore, inſtead of inſiſting 


| © upon any ſuch Arguments, end all with my hearty 
Vos to Almighty God, for his Bleſſing upon your 
© © Endeavours: That he would ſo ſtrengthen and con- 


firm you in the Proſecution of them, that no Diffi- 
7 culties or Diſcaurage ments may ever prevail with you 
to depart from them, Gœ 


5 fc 


©, 
96 * 
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It may not be an unneceſſary Caution that 1 no 


give you, notwithſtanding all theſe Encouragements, 
and all the Advantages I have here laid before you fo 

your engaging vigorouſly in this Noble Deſign, not 
to be eaſily diſcouraged by the ſmall Number of your 
Friends, or others, that may heartily concur with you 
in it, upon its being recommended to them, at the 
firſt eſpecially. The Number of 7ealous and prudent 
Chriſtians are, I doubt, few in compariſon with the 
Lukewarm and Prophane, in moſt Places; Four or 
Five of theſe will make a good Beginning in any Place, 
tho* they ſhould be of the inferiour Rank; of which 
ſort of Men, I conceive, Societies may be more eaſily 
rais d; not only becauſe theſe are of the far greater 
Number, but becauſe Men of Title and of great E- 


ſtates, too ſeldom apply themſelves to Religious Un- 
dertakings, wherein much Trouble or Shame may be 
expected: nor are you to be diſheartned by the back- | 
wardneſs of Magiſtrates, if it ſhould fare ſo hard wit 


you, as that you have but one Magiſtrate near you that 


hath a juſt Senſe of his Duty in this reſpect, and that 
will readily receive Informations; and others, in de- 
fiance of all their Obligations, in Contempt of the 

repeated Commands of the Government, 
Ode of and in manifeſt Contradiction to their | 
Seſſions that -* printed Orders of Seſſions, (wherein 
encowage they formally invite good. Chriſtians to 
good Chriſti- give Informations againſt the Breaches 


ans and good of the Laws, and promiſe to give them 
Citizens to all due Encouragement in it) will do it 
give ferm, only becauſe they can't avoid it, and 
eng againſt, therefore act with Diſcouragement to 


roph, 4 
Le faithful Officers, and ſuch other pious 


font. Perſons as out of a Love to God and 
Gloſt. 9 their Neighbour, bring them Informati- 
8. 1651, ons, by giving them unneceſſary Delays, | 


and 


260 


and putting them under all manner of 
Diſcouragements when they attend upon 
them on this Occaſion: Nor by the Re- 
proaches of bad Men, nay, of Friends 
and Relations, when you have the Laws 
of God and of the Nation, Her Majeſty's, 
the late King's, and your late Repreſen- 
tatives in Parliament Declarations, the 
publick Approbations of Miniſters of 
State, ſo many Lords, Biſhops, and Judges 
of two Kingdoms, and of the Nobility 
and Clergy of the Third ; the Aſſiſtance 
of thoſe that are already engaged in this 
Undertaking, the Eſteem and Prayers of 
other good Men, and your own Conſci- 
2 ence on your ſide. If this is a good 
Work, ſuch Diſcouragements as theſe are 


as we are fallen into, ſince Oppoſitions, 
either publick or private, under one 
Pretence or other, to good Defigns, for 
the beating down of the Devil's King- 
dom, haye ever been in the World, and 
may, I think, ever be expected from 
wicked Men, who are the Devil's Inſtru- 
ments, whilſt there are any ſuch in it. 
Nay, ſuch Obſtructions as I have men- 
tioned, and others of the ſame kind, have 
been, and may ſtill be met with from 
many of thoſe that are not only not ac- 
counted the worſt ſort of Men, but from 
whom Encouragement and Aſſiſtance in 
theſe Matters might reaſonably be hop'd ; 
though it may in truth appear a very 
ſhocking thing, and I am apt to think 
will be ſo to the Ages to come, that ſuch 


F 2 


to be expected in ſo degenerate an Age 
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Briſtol, 4, as are not thought to be the Enemies of 
1702, l God and Religion, ſhould with any Coun- 
Cheſter Af, tenance continue to give open Obſtructi- 
T7022 ons to the Execution of the Laws againſt 
0 e Prophaneneſs and Vice, and other chaxi- 
D table and proper Methods of furthering 
May 26. the Reformation of Mens Lives, and the 
1702. Saving of their Countrey from Ruine; and 
Salop 1703, eſpecially that they ſhould do this in a 


Proteſtant Countrey, where theſe Me- 
thods have been approyed in ſo publick 


and ſolemn a manner, by ſa many Perſons in Authority 


in Church and State, that few, if any good Deſigns 


that have been ſet on foot in it, or in any other Chri- 


ſtian Countrey, have ever been. Oppoſttions, and 
even Sufferings, when they encounter us in this glori- 
otis Cauſe, are then, I hiok, to be born not only with 
Patience, but with Chearfulnefs, out of a Love to 
God and our Neighbour, and in hopes, of an everlaſt- 


ing Recompence for all our Sufferings in the Cauſe of | 


our Lord and Maſter on the other fide of the 


Grave. 


* - 


To conclude, Sir, You are, 1 hope, by this time of 


Opinion, That there hath not been a Matter of greater 
Conſequence propoſed to you perhaps in your Life, or 
4 greater Opportunity offered you of doing more good 
to the World, nor probably ever may be. God grant 
that you may have a right Underſtanding, of it, and a 
Will to act accordingly , zealouſly to purſue all 


proper Methods of Reformation, ſo as may be moſt 
or the Honour of God, the Intereſt of Mankind, and 
your everlaſting Comfort. I may poſlibly, Sir, in a 
Month or two, deſire of you the Trouble, I hope 1 


might more juſtly ſay the Pleaſure, of an Account of ; 


fome conſiderable Progreſs that you have made in this 
great Affair, directed to ſuch a Place as I may give 


you © 
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You notice of in my Letter, when I may ſend you ſuch 
other Directions as may be thought neceſſary ; though 
I preſume, that theſe I have now communicated” to 
you, with thoſe contained in the Books I herewith ſend 
you, and which your own Judgment and Experience 
may ſupply you with, may, generally ſpeaking, be ſuf- 
ficient not only for yours and your Friends acting vis 
gorouſly and with Advantage in the Places near you, 
but to enable you and them to ſet this Matter on foot 
in any Town or larger Village of the Kingdom, where 
you have an Acquaintance with, or but the bare Know- 
ledge of any religious, and tolerably prudent Perſon, 
to whom you may know how to ſend the Books I have 
mentioned; and - ſhall communicate the Directions I 
have given you in this long Letter, for your fyll Ins 
ſtruction in this pious Work. 


SIR, 


Tours, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Should, Sir, tell yon, that the little Diſcourſes as 

gainſt Prophane Swearing and Curſing, -Drunkenneſs, 
Unclearneſs, and Prophanation of the Lord - Day, 
c. and the Anſwer to the Scandalow Objettions that 
are made againſt thoſe pious and uſeful Perſons, as out of 
a Love to God and their Neighbour give Informations to 
the Magiſtrates of theſe Enormities, which are ſent you, 
with the other Books, may be given to ſuch as are guil- 
ty of any of theſe Offences, and eſpecially by ſuch as 
inform againſt them, and at that time- that they are 
convicted of theſe Offences by the Magiſtrates ; (with 
whom, or their Clerks, ſome Number of them may 
be lodg'd, to he thus diſpoſed of ) for the furthering 
of their Repentance for their Sin, that they may avoid 
the everlaſting Puniſhment of it, at a time when they 
are ſo apt to be awakened to Conſideration, and a 
Senſe of their Sin, which are great Steps towards 
Converſion, by the temporal Puniſhment and Shame 
that is inflicted upon them; and that moreover ſuch 
Offenders may be fully convinc'd, that the Perſons that 
bring them to Puniſhment, do therein as becomes 

ood Chriſtians, and Members of the Community, for 
Religious Ends, and with charitable Intentions towards 
them; and may not therefore add to their Sin and 
Folly by entertaining any unchriſtian Reſentments for 
their thus acting: And this is a Method that I find 
recommended and practiſed by thoſe that are concerned 
in the Societies for Reformation, who have given away, 
at their own Expence, a great many Thouſands of 
them, beſides many Thouſands of the larger Books 
which I have ſent you relating to this Deſign, and 
Valk | 


G 


d 
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vaſt Number of other Books for the awakening of Men 
to a Senſe of their Sins, and Care of their Souls. 1 
might have likewiſe added, That this great Work may 
be very much promoted by yours and your Friends ac- 
— well inclined Perſons, that they may be very 
erviceable in huying up, and giving away any of theſe 
Books, as of the Account of the Societies, and the Help 
to Reformation, which are now, for the General Benefit 
of the Publick, ſold at a very unuſual cheap Rate. 
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The Oath of a Juſtice of the Peace ſets forth z; ; 
HAT tm the County of — in all Articles of the 
King's Commiſſion ta him direfted;' /__, , | 
be ſhall do legal Right to the Poor, and to the. Dalton: : 
Rich, after his Cunning, Mit, and Power, and Be . 
after the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Reahmn, 4. N. Ag: 
and the Statutes thereof made, &c. 


The Commiſſion of a Juſtice of the Peace 
ſets forth; 


"Hat he 5s to conſerve the Peace in the County of 
and to keep, as well as cauſe to 

be kept, all Ordinances and Statutes made Dalron's Ju- 
for the good of the Peace, and the Cauſer- ſtice, p. 18.c.. 
vation thereof, and for the Quiet, Rule and 5+ 
Government of his Majeſty's People, and in 

all and every the Articles thereof, according to the Force, 
Form, and Effect hereof, Jo chaſtiſe and puniſh all Per- 
© ſons in the ſaid County offending againſt the Form of theſe 
© Ordinances and Statutes, or any of them, in the County a- 
* foreſaid, as according to the Form of thoſe Ordinances and 
© Statutes ſhall be fit to be done; and to enquire of alt 
© Conſtables and other Officers whatſoever, who in the Ex- 
* ecution of their O ffice ſhall be careleſs, remiſs, or negli- 
* gent, in the County aforeſaid. And of all other things 
* whatſoever, by whomſoever and howſoever done ar perpe- 
* trated in the ſaid County, &c. 


The 
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To be diligent in the Execution of the 
Pena! Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and De- 
baucbery, for the effecting of a National 


Reformation. 
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In a Letter to 4 Friend. 


3 


1 


Gave you in my laſt long Letter an Account of 
the Progreſs of the Reformation of Manners; and [ 


could not but hope that you would be well-pleaſed to 


hear that the Endeavours of it, that have ſo lately ob- 


tain'd the Approbation and Countenance of many of 
the Lords, Biſhops and Judges of the Kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland, and of the Nobility and Clergy of Scoe- 
and, have been ſucceſsful for the giving a Check tothe 
horrid Debauchery and Impieties of the Age; that 


Attempts of this kind were likewiſe carrying on in our 
Neighbouring and ſome more remote Nations ; and in 


ſeveral of them, by the Influence of our Endeavours 


here, which may give you juſt hopes not only of a fur- 


ther Reformation in thoſe Countries, but that this 
great Work will be ſet on foot in other Parts of the 


World, when the Account of the Scheme and Succeſs 
of our Endeavours therein, which is now tranſlating in- 
to the more general Languages, are known to them. 


And having done this more particularly in that long 


. Letter, 


74 The Obligations of a 
Letter, I then offered you ſome Moti ves and Directi- 
ons for your engaging with more Advantage in this 
Noble Undertaking : But I conſider'd you, Sir, therein 
only as a private Chriſtian, and a good Member of 
the Community, as one without any publick Authori- 
ty, and under no other Obligations to be active in 
this pious Work than what your Religion in general, 
and your Baptiſmal Engagements ( whereby you were 
liſted in your Lord and Maſter's Service, againſt. the 
Devil's Kingdom) laid upon you, which I hope you 
thought ſufficient to engage you in it ; but having un- 
derſtood, that ſince the Regulation of the Commiſſion 
of the Peace in your County, you are put into that 
Commiſlion, I take the freedom to lay before you ſome. 
other Conſiderations that are proper,. and more pe- 
culiar to you, as you are in that publick Capa- 
city. 
And give me leave, Sir, to put you in mind, that 
beſides your Obligations as a Chriſtian, and a Member 
of the Community, to concur in promoting this hope- 
ful Reformation, you are, if you take upon you this 
Commiſſion, under. other Engagements, as you are a 
Magiſtrate, and take an Oath, and a publick Truſt up- 
on you to execute the Laws; which ſurely, Sir, are 
very great and indiſpenſible Obligations. But fur- 
ther, by your being inveſted with Authority, you 
have thereby a manifeſt Advantage for the further- 
ing of this Work, which private Perſons are alſo 
without, who, notwithſtanding all their Diſadvantages, 
act herein with great Concern and Succeſs in moſt 
Parts of the Kingdom, and who, by doing ſo, are as 
it were Eyes and Hands. to Magiſtrates, and give them 
a ſtill greater Advantage, and Which do make ſuch 
Magiſtrates as do not exerciſe their Authority, and en- 
deavour to diſcharge their Obligations in ſome mea- 
ſure as they ought, now appear more inexcuſable. 
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If then tis ſo evident, that Magiſtrates are thus un- 
der various and indiſpenſible Obligations to execute 
the Laws for the ſuppreſſing of Vice and Prophaneneſs, 
can any Magiſtrates that are willing to acquit them- 
ſelves herein as Av. Oven, think that they ovght to 
do leſs, tho? they ſhould therein receive diſcourage- 
ments from wicked Men, and from ſome perhaps of 
their own Body, than to ſuppreſs the open Violations 
of thoſe- Laws, when they come to have a knowledge 
of them; as Prophane Swearing and Curſing, by Per- 
ſons of what Quality ſoever; than to take their Walks 
ſometimes, as ſome truly honourable Magiſtrates here 
do, (whoſe Names will ſurely be mentioned with Ho- 
nour in the Records of Ages to come) to obſerve what 
Diſorders there are committed in their Corporations, 
or other places near them; to inſpect into publick 
Houſes on the Lord's-Day, as the Juſtices of Middleſex 
have formerly, and very lately agreed among themſelves 
to do 7 appears by their * printed Or- 
ders of Seſſions) for the puniſhing and *Middleſex 
preventing of Tipling in them; and to Order Jan. 
hinder Drovers, Carriers, &c. travelling 13.1622 
on that Day; and to ſend out their Con- Miadleſes 
ſtables for the ſame purpoſe on the Lords. . 3.17. 
Day; and on other Days of the Week + nl 
ordering of them to go about the Streets, and into the 
Markets, and other publick Places, to take up Swearers, 
Drunkaras, and lewd Perſons, out of Houſes of ill Fame, 
and to bring em before them to be puniſh'd, (which 
Conſtables may do without a Warrant from a Juſtice) 
and to make Examples of ſuch Officers as they find 
negligent in their Duty in theſe Matters; and more e- 
ſpecially to give diſpatch, reſpect, and all poſſible En- 
couragement to ſuch pious and highly uſeful Perſons, 
as often with great Trouble, Difficulty and Hazard (and 
too frequently with greater Damage and to 
| em 


| 
| 
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them than the Penalty, which the Law infli&s on the 
prophane and vicious Perſons that'they inform againſt, 
amounts to) for the ſuppreſſing of the Diſhonour that 
is ſo openly offer'd to Almighty God, the temporal and 
eternal Ruin of their Fellow-Chriſtians, and of Nati. 
onal Judgments, bring them Informations of any of 
the Diſorders that I have mentioned, or any other 
Breaches of the Laws of the ſame kind;to which they have 


® Orders of 
Seſſions that 
encourage 
good Chriſti. 
ans and good 
Citizens to 
give Info; ma- 
tions to Ma- 
eng a- 

nſt pro- 
Phone and 
vicious Per- 
ſons. 
Gloſt. July 
8. 1691. 
Middl. Fuly 
9. 1691. 
Lon. 1691. 
Heref. Oct. 
5. 1691. 
Buck. Ofop. 
8. 1691, 
Bod 1692. 
Midd. 1692, 
Lon. 1693. 
Midd. 1693. 
Lon. 1698. 
Lon. 1697, 
Midd, 1698, 


been incited and incouragedbyHisMajeſty's 
Proclamations, the * printed Orders of Seſ- 
ſions of the Juſtices of the Peace of many 
Counties and Cities of the Kingdom, the 
Diſcourſes of many of our Reverend Di- 
vines lately publiſn'd, and the Circular 
Letter of the Lord Arch-biſhop of Can- 
terbury, dated Apr. 4. 1699. in which the 
Biſhops of that Province concurr'd ; 
wherein, as I told you in my laſt, Mini- 
ſters are directed by their Biſhops to put 
the Laity in Mind that tis their Duty to 
give ſuch Informations, and to meet fre- 
quently together, to conſult upon the 
moſt adviſable Methods of doing it ; and 
ſuch Meetings, and others of this kind, 
which we call Societies for Reformation of 
Manners, and which ſo many Perſons in 
Authority in Church and State have in ſo 
publick and ſolemn aMannerdeclar'd their 
high Approbation of, do give Magiſtrates 
mighty Ad vantages for the effectual ſup- 
preſſing of our Debauchery and Impieties, 
and muſt, Sir, give you and other Ma- 
＋ Ip * have a ſenſe of their Duty 
in this re a great encouragemen 

to by Baden ye NY 
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-_ I ſhall not, Sir, after I have laid before 
you your Obligations, and many and 
eat Advantages for your furthering 
this. Noble Work, repreſent to you how 
diſanourable it is in it ſelf, and may 


ere long appear to the whole Nation 


ſor Magiſtrates to take ſolemn Oaths and S 


Truſts upon them to execute Laws, and 
to be groſly negligent therein, and even 
to obſtruct the Execution of thoſe Laws 
wherein the Intereſt of Religion is un- 
3 ſo much concern'd, after 

ey have in their printed Orders aſſur d 
the World they would do the contrary; 
nor the many fatal Miſchiefs that ſuch 
unhappy Magiſtrates bring on Multitudes 
of particular Perſons, and on the Nation 
in general, and conſequently, what a hea- 
vy load of Guilt they do thereby con- 
tract, who have no regard to their Duty 
in any Inſtances of it that I have herein 
mention'd, and do thereby evidently ob- 
ſtrut the Reformation of Manners that 
is ſo happily carrying on not only in theſe 
Three Kingdoms, but in other Parts of 
the World ; his Majeſty by his Procla- 
mations, and our late Repreſentatives in 
Parliament by their Addreſs to Him, hav- 
ing publickly declar'd, That the Debauche- 
ry and Prophaneneſs of the Nation is chief- 
ly owing to the Negligence of Magiſtrates 
in the Execution of their Office, and to their 
Example; which ought to be ſo dreadful 


a Conſideration to all that are concerned 
in the Charge, that | ſhall not offer to 


aggravate it: 1 chuſe rather to ſay, 
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that as any former Remiſneſs of Magiſtrates, or per- 
haps preſent Backwardneſs of your Brethren, or of 
the Magiſtrates of your County, can by no means be 
allowed to be a ſufficient Excuſe for your. neglecting 
to do what you have unqueſtionable Authority, great 
Advantages, (at this time more eſpecially ) and man 
Engagements upon you to do; ſo in the faithful dil 
charge of your Duty, you may render your ſelf a 
Bleſling to your Country, and to the whole Kingdom; 
nay, by your zealous Execution of your Truſt and 
Authority in theſe Matters at this Juncture, and by 
the Influence of your good Example, you may be in 
ſome degree inſtrumental in the reforming not only 
of Chriſtendom, but of Mankind; and this will more- 
over undoubredly procure you the Approbation of 
your own Conſcience; and the Applayſe of good Men, 
and may be a means of your obtaining an everlaſting 
Recompence in the next World. Which is ſincerely 


799 'R; 


Yours, © 


CY 
N 


The Oath andObligations of a Conſtablei 78 
7 he OAT H of a Conſtable, fo far as it relates 


prehended. To Go that the Statutes made 39 Eliz. . * 


put in Execution. 
ſuch Perſons as (hall J. 
mon Houſe or Place where any unlawful Game 33 Hen. 8. 


unlawful Games there or elſewhere, contrary bs 
ms Statutes. To preſent at the Aſſizes, Seſ- SEAL SS 
ſions of the Peace, or Leet, all and every the 4 Jac, 2 
Offences done contrary to the Statutes made to 2 ĩ Jac. & 7. 
reſtrain the inordinate Haunting and Tiplimg in 7 Jac. c. 1 0; 
Inns, Ale- Houſes, and other Vi ittualling Houſes, 21 Jac. c. 7. 
and for repreſſing of Drunkenneſs; and that he! Jacc- 9. 
is well and duly, according to his Knowledge 21 Jac. c. 7. 


Power , and Ability, to do and execute all other L LIB G4, 


things. belonging to a Conſtable*s Office. ARE Mil. 


Upon'this part of the Conſtable's'Oath that is reci- 
ted, *tis an obvious Obſervation, That tho? it expreſly 
mentions only ſome particular Statutes againſt Prophane- 

neſs and Vice, that Conſtables are to be careful that they 
be put in Execution, other Ads having been made a- 
gainſt Offences of this kind ſince the Oarh was ap- 
ack | : pointed ; 
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Bo The Oath and Obligations of a Conſtable. 
inted; as particularly againſt prophane Swearing 
— Curſing, Fe. which were not formerly ſo 2 
as in this degenerate Age, yet Conſtables are equally 
concerned to endeavour to ſee them executed: The 
Oath telling them in general terms, That they are well 
and truly, according to their Knowledge, Power, and Abi- 
liry, to 40 and execute all other things ( beſides what was 
before ſpecified) belonging to a Conſtable*s Office. 
Now, that Conſtables may the better know 'their 
Pawer, and how to execute their Office with the greateſt 
Effect, for the ſuppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and Debauch- 
ery, here is added the Judgment of ſome great and e- 
1 minent Lawyers in ſome important Caſes relating to a 
" Confſtable's Office in the Execution of the Laws againſt 
| eneſs and Vice, d 
A Conſtable may bop any Perſons that he ſhall find 
driving of Carts, Horſes, Cattle, & c. on the Lord's 
— and carry them before a Juſtice of Peace, to con - 
riet them of Offending againſt the Statute 29 Car. 2. 
cap. 7. without any Warrant from a Juſtice of Peace. 
He may do the like to ſuch as he ſhall find at any 
Sports or Paſtimes on that Day, contrary to 1 Car. 1. 
If he find any Tipling in Ale Houſes, &c. contra. 
ry to 21 Jac. 1. cap. 7. he may carry them before a 
| Juſtice of Peace, to convict them, that the Penalty 
155 be levied according to that Statute, and the Statute 
IT FAC. 1. 
If he find any Shopkeepers, or other Perſons, Sel- 
lung or expoſing to Sale their Wares on the Lord's Day, 
C | he may carry them before a Juſtice of Feace, to con- 
vict them upon the Statute of x Pac. 1. cap. 22. 
| He may take any that he ſhall find Drunk, or Blaſ- 
bheming, prophanely Swearing. or Curſing, contrary 
to the Actof Parliament, 7 Fac cap. 5. 6, 7 Guliel. cap. 
II. and 9, 10 Guliel. 3, and carry them before ſome 


Juſtice of Peace to convict them. If he find any o 
the 


The Oath and Obligations of aConſtable. 8 1 
theſe actually offending in fach Matters as aforeſaid, 
be may, by Virtue of his Office, without a Warrant 
from a Juſtice, take them to a Juſtice of the peace 

\- It appeats from hence, That Conſtables have a great 
-Power for the Suppreſling of Prophancneſs and Debauch- 
.ery, and that if they would conſcientiouſly exerciſe it, 
as divers of them in ſome parts of the Kingdom have 
of late done with great Succeſs, and private Perſons 
would more generally give Informations againſt pro- 
phane and vicious Men, we might in a very little time 
ſee a Reformation of Manners, after the great Progrefs 
it hath already made, much farther advanced. And 
one would be apt to think, that had not made due Ob- 
ſervations upon the Degeneracy of the Engliſh Nation; 
and particularly of the little Sence the generality of 
Men in Offices ſeem to have of the Obligation of their 
Oaths, (which ſhould, methinks, give Occaſion to Le- 
giflators either to leſſen the Number, or alter the Form 
of Oaths, or at leaſt to take care that they were better 
diſcharged) that the Contideratioa of the Sacred neſs 
of an Oath, with the Deſign of their Offices, volunta- 
tily taken upon them, for the Service of their Country, 
might engage the Generality at leaſt of them to a con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of their Duty; but however, it 
may be hoped, that it will have ſome Influence upon 
ſuch as make any pretence to Religion, or common 
Honeſty, or have but a value for their Reputation 
with Men that have a concern for the Honour of God; 
or the Welfare of their Country, now their Oaths, 
the Laws, and good Examples, are ſet before them; 
which may likewiſe be ſaid in Relation to Subordinate 
Magiſtrates that are under the ſame Obligations from 
their Oaths and their Religion to execute faithfully 
their Offices. 


G The | 


3 AS cd 

The Lord Biſhop. of Londons Circular Letter to 
the Clergy of his Dioceſs, ſor their ſtrictly 
obſerving to read, in their reſpective Churches, 
His Majeſty's Proclamations and the Atts of 
Parliament againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauche- 
ry, for the Effecting a thorow Reformation of 
Manners. ER - opp pe 


j 
f 


Good Brother, 


Aving been Informed from ſeveral Hands, That His 
Majeſty's Injunitions of February the 13th, 1690. 
have not been obſerved of late in ſuch Manner, at leaft, i 
as is enjoyned ; I thought it my Duty to admomiſh you *of 
this Neglect and the rather at this time, becauſe His 
Majeſty has declared, in His Speech to both Honſes of | 
Parliament, That nom he has Leiſure to be with us, One 
of his Chief Carts ſhall be, to ſuppreſs Prophaneneſs and | 
Immorality. Aid would it not be a (hameful Reproach | | 
to ut, a great Part of whoſe Buſineſs it ought to be con- 
© tinually to watch againſt theſe Sins, to be found taray | 
© in thoſe Opportunities which the Laws have given us to |} 
* warn People of their wicked Courſes? Jom are to take 
Notice likewiſe, That fince bis Majeſty's Injunctions, 
there is another Att come out for the more effettnal Sup- | 
preſſing - prophane Curſing and Swearing, 6'& 7 
ill. III. cap. 11. to be Read likewiſe . = | | 
I could "wiſh, with all my Heart, that the late Silence 
of thoſe Act, and Proclamations, contained in theſe In- 
junctions, proceeded from ſo thorow a Reformation in Man- 
ners, that there were no more need to mention them. 


5 IR, Your moſt Aſſured Friend and Brother, 
H. LONDON 
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Year: ofthe — df King ——— Firſt, Lntituled, 


Ant A to Prevent: and 'Reform Prophane Swearing and 
Curſing, hath ec Ineſfectual to the Suppreſſing 
of thoſe . Sins, by reaſon of ſome Defici- 
encies in the ſaid Act; "Be: it therefore Enacted by 


the” King's moſd Bxcelletic Majeſty, by and with the 


Advice aud Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
MF poral, and Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſ- 
lence | ſembled, and byithe Authority of the ſame, That if 
any Perſon or perſbns ſhall (aſter 'the Four and 


twentieth Day of June, in the Veur of our Lord, One 
thouſand ſix hundred ninety five) Prophanely Swear 
or Curſe in the Preſence or bearing of any Juſtice 
of Peace of the County, Riding, or Diviſion, or of 
the Mayor, or other Head Officer or Juſtice of Peace 
bor any City or Town Corporate, where ſuch Of- 

Fence Is * be nr or that ſnall be — 


_—_— 
— ow — —•— — 


of convicted by Oath of one Witneſs, or by the 


offending ſhall forfeit and pay to the 
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Confeſſion of the Party offending, before any Juſtice 
of Peace of the County, or Mayor, or Bayliff, or 
other chief Officer or Juftice of the Peace of ſuch City 


or Town Corporate, where the ſaid Offence ſhall be com- 


mitted, That then for eyery ſuch nor Party ſo 


of the Poor 


of the Pariſh, where ſuch Offence or Offences ſhall be 
colamileP2Fns teſp{ife Sans herkin after mentioned 
( that is to ſay; Every Servant, Day Labourer, Com- 
mon Soldier and Common Seaman, One Shilling ; and 
every other Perſon, Two Shillings; And in caſe any of 
the Perſons Y ſhall after Cogviction Offend 
a Setohdd Une, ſach Peron fall oHeRt Gd pay do- 


ble; da if a third time, treble the, en ce 


by him ot her to be paid for the Firſt Offence. 
And it is hereby further Enacted, That upon Neg- 
leck or Refuſal of Paymene! Of: che ant Sorte 


ny Juſtice of Peace bf the Counthzi Riding or Hi. 
viſion, or Mayor, or other Head -Ofhger; or uſtiee of 


peace pf any City, or Town Corporate, whete the 


ſaid Offentes ſhall be committed) 


by Authorized and required · to ditect and Send ie 
Warrant to the Conſfable, Pythingman; Church⸗ 


war den or Overſeer of the Hobr of tde Par iſi Mere 
the Offence [ſhall be committed; or Where the Offen- 
der ſhallznhabir ; thereby gommanding them, or ſome 
dne or more of them t lexy, by Diſtreſs and Sale 
of the Gods of the Offender, the: um ſo forfeited, 


5 7 


for the Uſe of the Poor of:the- Pariſh as aſoreſaid; 


And in Gaſe no fuch Diſtreſs can be had, then ere- 
ry ſuch Offender, being above the Age of Sixteen 


0 * » > a . ae n 1 Ne * 9 
“!! T oem „ 
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and! are here - 


Years, ſhall, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal 
of the ſaid Juſtice of Peace, or other Officer, as aſbre- 
ſaid, be publickly ſet in the Stocks for the Space af 


One Hour for every ſingle Offence, — 
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ty offending be under 99875 
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Fe eſaid, be Whipped 

y, the 88 rent, Guardian or 
x of Tack Oden inte Proto de Cog: 
. And be i it further HA, That if any juſtice 


of the . Peace; Sj, Fon agiſtraze, ſhall wilfully and 
wittingl gly our 1 18 ub. in the 
I 


ecution, of this Act, he. ſhall it the Sum of Five 
doe the one Moiety to th ſe of the Informer, 
o be recover. Action, 85 Bill, or Plaint, in an 


of hi Majeſty's Courts at inſter, where) n.no Ef- 
Z 08 7 more Don or Wag tay hl ſha 1A, 
An 


Ang it a4 Frey y agbeg we, Thr if an 10 
or Suit ſh bf COP or Brop ohr acainſt any 
ſtice of Ne able, or other Officer or Per- 


ſon whatſoever, for doing, or cauſing to be done any 
thing in purſuance of this Act, concerning the ſaid Of- 
fences, the Defendant, in ſuch Action, may plead the 
General Iſſve, and give the Special Matter in Evidence; 
And if upon ſuch Action Verdict be given for the De- 
fendant, or the Plaintiff become Nonſuit, or diſcon- 
ror his Action, then the Defendant ſhall have Treble 
Colts. | 
Provided always, and it is hereby Enacted, That no 


id; 9 * Perſon ſhall be Proſecuted or Troubled for any Of- 


fence againſt this Starute, unleſs the ſame be proved 
or proſecuted within Ten Days next after the Of- 
fence committed. 

And it is further Enacted by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That this Act ſhall be publickly Read Four 
ſeveral times in the Year in all Pariſh Churches, * 
G 3 3 


reſpectie 


$6 Un Aft to Suppreſs, t.. 
all Chappels, by the Parſon, Vicar 'or'Cirate of the 
1 5:3 Pariſhes or Chappels,” immediately fe 
Morning Prayer, on Four fe i s ( that is 
to ſay) the Sunday next after the Four an F 
Day of June, the Nine and twentieth Day af Seprem- 
ber, the Five and twentieth Day of Derember, and 
the Five and twentieth Day of March, under the Pain 
of ry Shillings for every ſuch Omiſſion or Neg- 


> And be it further Enafted by the Authority 
aforeſaid; That the Juſtice” of Peace, Mayor, or other 
| Head Officer, ſhall Regiſter" in a Book, T0 be kept 
for that Purpoſe, all "the Convitions made before 

him upon this Act, and che time of making thereof, 
and for what Offence, and ſhall certiſſe the ſame to 
the next General Quarter Seffions of the Peace for the 


ſaid County or Place where the Offences are 
ted, to be there kept upon Record by the reſpective 


3 


Clerks of the Peace, to be ſcen without Fee or Re- 


ward, | 


. oh 24 by 

Wr 

1121 

194 

* 
—vgyvᷣ- — —— — _ — 2 — — —— — — 12 . 
Sw . — — 1 oy = v6 -< +4 «I gy 6 44024 - ww 8 * . > * 91 . #1 - N 
* * : 4 * 5 11 A . - 4 * 

a - ly * 4 - + * 0 


Offences are commit 


ns — 
- — a" 2» 1 © ww ca. * ——— — ——— —— 


LONG $11 


FF Ry 


"I 


387 


An ' Abfiratt Fe the Pank Lab 


2 HO EI A 


Ne 


Prophaneneſs and Immorality, 
Commanded to be put. in ſpeedy and vigorous Execution, 


by His Majeſty's Gracious and 


Pious Proclamations, 


rſuant to the Humble Adareſſes of the Honourable 


b of Rae 
7 . le L aws | 
OFFENCES and | PENALTIES, 

Statutes. c 
* — — Tc. 
Prophanation of | 
the Lozd's Day. 
A LL Laws in force 
concerning the | 29 Car. 2. | 

the Lord's Day, * ſhall be | Micdly's protr - 
put in Execution ; Ths | | ſtave Subjects diſ- 
Day is by every one to be 1H77.& M.] ſenting from the Church 
SanQified and kept Holy ; Ca. 18, of England, and qualified 
and all Perfons myſt be according to the late 
careful herein to exerciſe Sener of Indulgenc, 
themſelves in the — from the 
of Piety and abt 47 | Penalties of the Statutes, 
on , n. I 3 Ja. 1 Eliz. 23 Eliz. 
vately ; and 1 F, Elia. and ſome other 
this Day (ot 5 a | Statuten. But this In- 
reaſonable cuſe) muſt | dulgence extends not to 
diligently reſort to ſame | ſuch Prophane Perſons 
Pablick Pie, where the | who N where attend 
Service of God is exer- 0 Eliz.e.2, | on Publik Wor» 
ciſed, or muſt be preſent 3 Jac. C. 4. ſhip of God Eſtabliſht, 
at ſome other Place, (al- os or allowed by Law; 


lowed of by Law) in the 
9 


nor to any that in Preach- 


G 4 ing 


88 An Abſtract of the 


the Teacher. 


Proof by Two Wit- 
neſſes before 2 Jultice of | 


Peace. 


. Wholoever ſhall di- 
ſturb any Preacher al-⸗ 
lay'd in ß opeg Ser: 


* 
. Gi:b 


is . 


| Laws 
OFFENCES.| and 
' Statutes, 
Practice of ſome Religious | © © © | 
Duty, eicher of Prayer, 
Preaching, Reading, or 
Expounding of the Scrip- 
tures, or Conference upon | [ 
the ſame. 70 hh N 
Such as Repair not to I Eli. 
Church. & c. on Sandays A 
and Holidays. | 
g Que Witach, 
| 
Abſenting for a Month, 23 Ki 
If a Twelve-month or 4 = 
ore, - 3 Fac. c. 4. 
If any come not to the | 
Sacrament of the Lord's | 
ST. ry | cs 
None ſhall ſpeak of do 1 Ed. 6, 6&1. 
any thing in Contempt of REF 
the molt Hel Sacra- | 
ment. | | BA 
Whoſoever ſhall diſturb 1W. &. M. 
the Church or Cougrega- cap. 18. 
tion permitted, or milule p M. cap. 3. 


— — —ä * 


8 * 


Penal Laws 


. 


5 
PENALTIES. 


ing or Writing deny the 


41 Trinity. 7 


1 
* 


l 
uit, 40 ed bY 
Ditreſs; and 1 of 
to be commit= 
Ie - ſome Priſon until 
the fame be paid, Vid. 
14, 158 8 


oth or forſeiture 

Two Parts in Three 8 

their Eſtate. l 
Their Names and Sir- 


names to be N 


Forty Shillings Reward 
ſuch as preſent them. 


ful Witneſſes, by Three 
Juſtices, 


By Gath of Two Law- 


in Seſſion. | 

Io find Sureties in 56 /. 
or committed till next 
Quarter -Seſſions, and on 


Conyiction to Forfeit 20 J. 


4 * 84 * 
To be cammitted by 


| ig. Juſtice of the Count 


" * -» 


os 


Twenty Pounds per 


Korum un. to be 
bound over and Fro ſecuted 


| 
' 


_ . I ro ſale Cuſtody, and * 


! 


againſt F 155 4 lune ality. 8g Z 


auen 


mon or Collation, or be 
procuring or abetting 
thereunto, or ſhall Re 

te, Ge. any. Offender, 


Lan muſt be by 
Two Witneſſes, or Con- 
feſſion. 


uch as Meet or As- 
ſemble out of their own 
Pariſh upon the Lord's- | 
Day, for any Sports or 
Paſtimes whatſoever ; or 
ſuch as ſhall uſe any Un- 
lawful Exerciſe or Pa- 
ſtime in their own pa- 


inn 


* Carri . 

| any ier 

ner, Butcher, 2 with | 
Horſe, Wain, or Cart, or 
Drover with Cattel, ſhall 


If any Butcher, or an 
other for him, ſhall Kill 


or Sell any Vidtuals apon | 


«| 3 5 


- - of „ 


- 


1 . 


— 


wy "uy ſix days 


"| pac 


71 c. 22. 


| PENALTIES. 


the ſaid Com- 
mitting' Juſtice, with one 
other Juſtice ( if the Qf- 
fender upo winati: 
on ſhall be | guiley ). 
hat commit biw to Goal 
without Bail, &c. for. 
Three Months, "and farther 


to the next Quarter-Seſſin 


REC Slullings and four 

ro the Poor whe "2. 
to be levied by Di. 
On ad Sale; reſtoring. 
the Ov lus, &e. and . 


| want of Wes whe ent 


to the Stocks for Three 
Hours; but they mult 
be * Vin a, 


I e Rag, ke, 


mr 


Ok Bod Sal, 


| 0 ee al 


He ſhall forfcix gur 
Shillings and Eight Pence. 
if queſtioned within "Six 
Months, to be levied, ce. 
or may be ſued for 1 in Sef . 
lions, Cc. 

He ſhall forfeit the 
Value of 4 ſuch pair, 


50 4 Abſtraft of the Ponal. Laus 


OFFENCES. | 


. on the Sunday, 
If any perſon of the 
Age of 14, ſhall on the 
Lord's-Day,- or any part 
thereof, - do any worldly 
Labour, Buſineſs or. Work, 


Oe. except Works of Ne- 


cefſicy and Charity. 

If any perſon fhall 
cry, ſhew forth, or put 
to ſale, any Wares, Fruit, 
| Goods, c. except Milk | 

only, before the Hours of 
Nine in the Morning, and 
after Four in the After 
noon, 3 

No Drover, Horſe- 
Courſer, Wagoner, Butch- 
er, Higler, or any of their 
Seryants, ſhall travel, or 
come to their Inns on the 
Lords-Day, —_ 

No perſon ſhall uſe to 
Travel upon the Lord's 
Day with any Boat, Wher 
Ty, &. except allowed 
by one Juſtice of Peace ſo 


_ EL 
B View, Confeſũon, or 
one Witneſs. 0 


Laws | 


and 
Statutes. 


29 Car. 2, 
cap. 7. 


PENALTIES. 


: 


| and Four pence for every 


ir. 8 
5115 ſhall forfeit Five 
Shillings for every Of: 
Fence. 


| | 
He ſhall forfeit the 
ſaid Wares, Fruit, Goods, 
e, to the Ulle of the 
7 5 


F 
Twenty Shillings for ev 
Offence. N 4 


The Forfeiture is Ne 
Shillings for every Of- 
ſence. The Conviction 
upon the Statute mult. be 
before: any Jultice of the 
County, &c. . who ſhall 
give Warrant to the Cons 
(tables, e. to ſeize the 
Goods fh.wed, Cc. and 
ta Levy the Forfeitures 
by Diſtr. ſe, Ce. and for. 
want of Diltrels, ta. put 


| zghe Offender ' in the 
Stocks 


EEE EEE LE EC. ESE 


OFFENCES. 


a” 


o ' 
19 


"This Act extends not to 
dreſſing pf Meat in Cooks⸗ 
„Inns, or 


otherwiſe cannot be pro. 


vided ; nor to Hack 
Coaches that are Li Licen(. 


Dyunkennels. 


A Crime, from which 
the Ancient Britains were 
free, therefore the Laws 
againſt it are new. 

If any be Convicted for 
being Drunk, by One Wit - 


110. 


neſs, View, or Confeſſion, | 


kenneſs, he is diſabled for 


Ale-Houſe. 
This Conviction of 


Drunkenneſs muſt be with | 
in Six Months after the Of | 


Rane cond, 


- Tae Houſe- 


Victual- 
ling Houſes, for ſuch as 


Three Years to keep any | 


Wn or Victuallers, 


aan pn, oi era #8 


= » 
Statutes. 


Go. 3 Ivftic. 
fol. 200, 
201, 


4 Foc. c. J. 
217 ac, 6. 7. 


7 Jac. c. 10. 


* | 21786 c. 7. 


1 Jac.c. 9. | 
2178.6. 7. ; 


PENALTIES. 


Stocks for Two Hah: 
The Juſtices, Cc. may re- 
ward the Informer out of 


the Forfcjrures,not exceed- 
| ing the Third Pare? - : 

Every Perſon muſt be 
Impeached upon this Ac 
within Ten Days after th 
Offence, 


— 


1 


ie © — ſor the 
to pay Five Shillings 
to the Church - Wardens, 
where, e. within one 
Week after Conviction 3 
or ' elſe to be Levied by. 
Warrant, & c. by Diſtreſs. 
and Sale; and for want of 
5 Bare ft in the Stocks 
Hours, 
For the ſecond Ot. 
fence, muſt be Bound in 
Ten Pounds, with Two 
Sureties to the good Be- 
haviour : ; and for want of 
Suretiey , fo be ſent ta 
Goal. 


1 — — 


OFFENCES, 


that 
© their H, 


0 


and the E 


a - 


If any Inn Keeper, 
Ale Houſe-Keeper, Vie. 
Mer, or Faverner, ſuffer 


Witch, View, or 
Party a 
canfeſing à good W feel 


Tae. 41 e 


ſuffer any of che ame | 
Pariſh.to Le Tipling 


any Perſon where ſoever 


his Habitation be ) 


to 


continue Tipling in his 


Houſe. 

Two Witneſſes, or View, 
7 Fownſinen or others 
which ſhall remain Tip-' 
ling in any 
bouſe, or Witte 
houſe, One Witn 


any Im ; Ale- | 


Yiew, or Confeſſion, "ur 


ged on their Oaths to 

22 
theſe. As. 

Hoſe Statutes do Pro- 


hibit all Quifhog, and 
Drinking bf” Meals, ſuch 


es TCanſtables ſhall be char- 


committed 


| 


| 


| 


Statutes, | 


1 Jas. c. 9. | 


21 Fac. c. 7. 


' 1Car.cap.4. 


| 
| 
[ 


4Jac· cab. 3 
21 Jac j e. Te 


1Car. cap.4 
$1746. e. 7. 
Dalt. cap. 7. 


An Area of the Penal-Las 


PENALTY &$, 


Sale — fix da 

for want of 'Þ 2 — 
committed ill 7 955 
0 diſabled fo 3 Years 


85 ee any le 


If the Conſtable or 
Church Warden do not 


Levy the penalty, or ſhall 


H 


— — — —U— 
5 —— 


ſtor ing 


nat certifie- the Want of 
Diſtreſs within Twenty 
Days, be farktits:'Forty 

Shillings to be levied by 
| Diltrels and Sale, ut Supra. 

Ten Shillings to be 
Levicd by Diitreſs, and 
for want af Satisfaction, 
in ſix Days to be ſold, re- 
the Qverpjus; 
and for want of Diltrels, 
tO e wer Pay- 
ment. 

Three Shillings. and 
[Four pence, to be Levied 
by Diſtrels , after one 
Weeks Neglect of Pay- 
ment; or to ſit in the 
N Hours. 5 


The Co Kidle for. his 
Neglect Forfeits Ten Shil- 


— — 


lings, «2 ſapra. 


Every ſuck . 
which n ſuffer any Per- 
ſon whatſoever to Tipple 


in his Houſe cqntrary to 
the 


LN SLE -4-2 


azainft rene oy Immorality; 5x . 


0 FF ** 9. 


WT yaa ſolely 'ap- 
pointed for the Accom- 


155 8 _ 5. 


q + 


% * 
» f3 ; % 4 
13 x * . - aa n 
% 


4. tt. 
ths. 


| evening * 
Curling. 


Tf any Perſon ſhall 
Prophanely - 'Swekr or 
Curſe in the Hearing of 4 
1 00 of Peace, Mayor, 


g. or be Convicted. at 
ſuch Swearing, by Oue 


Witneſs; or Confeſſion of 
Fe he I 


Every 924 
this act muſt be proved 
within" Ten Days after 
the Offence Committed. 


1 2 9 85 dual Re- 


Pros uar tet · Se 
ons of Peace all Cemvi- 
ions made before him 


deen tix" A, and the 
time; ud hat Gr, thereof, „ 


} 


R 


_ 
Statues. | 


21 7ac. c. 20 
3 Car. e. 4 
17 Car. £4; 


Cap. II. 


6, 7 Guliel. wh 


eu 275. 


the ſaid Statutes, ſhall be 
; adjudged within — Sta: 


8 1 hom * 


— 
* 


8 | A. — 
+ | He hall fOrfeitforevery 
2 4— the Poor 
| cos reſp che of Wenn 


vant, Day-Labourerg 


common — and common. 


— Perſon; Host olg * 
any Perfon, after Convicti 
(hail a Second thine, — 
Perſon (ball pay — poo 
* Arch pe Treb 2 15 
12 0 


uveh tp 

n EIT $ 

Levy beer els; And 

— an 25 i. er 
above the —— 

— e — in 
r — 

op Hr fon þ fogany Number, 25 

and The fe ame time 

— "IP under Sixteen 

old, and ſhall not eee 

Twelve i' hs 


hipp'd 
Yard oy the of the 2 Gol, 


| Head Ok, "ror 


t the Parent i t ö 


iy nthePrelende of theCbaſtabls, 
Juſtice or 125 agiltrkre: 


I 715 5 9 


ing of his Do 
Five Pounds, to 

Acdion. The Aa Ro 
—.— of KiogWILLI 


to be Read four times in 
Tear, iu all Churches 


—— m-_—y 


+ 
K 


11 


* 
£4 1 . 


2 — "| 
game, Inter-lude, or Pa: 
geant, Jeftingly or Pro- 
ancly ſpeak Br uſe the 


oly Name of God. Chriſt 


yrs the Holy Ghoſt, or 
ciaity. 


; Node ſhall in any | 


Slapjany. 
If any Perſon, having 
been Educated in, or at 


any time having made | 


Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Religion, within this 
Realm, m, hall, by btn gy. 
Printing, Teaching, or 
adviſed Speaking, deny 


any one of the Perſons | 


in the Holy Trinity to 
be God, or ſhall aſſert 
or maintain there are 
more Gods than One, or 
ſhall deny the Chriſtian 
Religion to be true, or 
the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teftament 
to be of Divine Authority, 
and ſhall upon Indictment 
or Information in any sf 
His Majeſty's Courts at 


Laws 
and 
Statutes. 


37a. C. 21. 


9 & 10. | 


Weſtminſter, or at the 
* thereof Lau- 


| 


An Arad of the Fanal. Lans 8 


P E N n g. 


Chappels, under the 
— Shillings for 
General 


Tres Coſts, Sc. 12 
pain of Ten Pot 

to be divided between t 
King and the Proſecutor, 
to be recovered by 4 
On, . g en 


bots, to have ot in 


| & implyment Fre 


them. or any 
appertaining to them , and i t 
Conviction Poſſeſt, 


— * 


the Time 


ere. ſuch rr 
be void. 


The Information to re 
of Peace, ro be within ſou Days 
for Words, and the Proſecution 
within three Months after. 

fully 


againſt Probe s and Inmoralit. 9 


OFFENCES. 


"Fully Convicted by the 
Oath of two or more ste 


Y 2 Witneſſes, 


Note; This Statute pu- 
'niſhes not the Error; but 


the Impudence of the 


Offender. 


8 i. Attn mt 


Leud and Ollas. 
deriy Pꝛadices. 


Keeping of Baudy- 
Houſes, Oc. is againſt the 
Law of God, on which 
our Common Law in this | 


Caſe is grounded: There- | 


fore the Keepers of Houſcs | 


nence, 


Reſorters and Frequen- 
of Baudti-y anoloninc 


ters of Baudy-Houſes, 
The Ordinary may pu- 
niſh Incontinec in their 
» y by Imp. iſonment, 
their diſcretion. 
ade Ce. and al 


ches of the Peace, 

' Ifa Conſtable, Pe. has 
Notice that a Woman is | 
in Adultery, Ce. with a 
Man, or that a Man or 


S WN 


— 


- 2 'S 
29 1. 3o@*%/ 


and 
Statutes. 


12 * 


Atts of Baudry, are Bre 


Woman of evil Fame 


Lam 78 


Are to be Puniſhed, 
being a Common Nui- 
ance, by Indictment at 
Common Law, by Fine 


oa lngriſonment, . 


To be Bound with Su- 


reties to the * di 
our, 


For which an | Indic | 


| ment will lie. 


He may take Help with 
mm, and if he find them 
fo, he may carry them to 
Priſon, or to Juſtice, 
to be Bound over 2 


Proſecuted. 
One 


Ge Yet hath D 
Women found in his 
Houſe, common Whore+ 
Maſters, or Whores, 
Strangers, or others 
that are ſuſpicious, that: 
walk by Night, eſpecially 
*if tend Honfes, 


or keep ill Company, or 
commit Outrages, 


Juſtices muſt do their 


OF. . | 


| e that refuſe to 
Wok, and Diſord | 
Perſotis. 

Wanting Rogues ve 


0 


If the conftabis pu. 
niſh them not, AE 


Such as ſhall not Agpre: 
nend Rogues, Ce. being 
at their Doors, TWG 


Fer, Font . 


as are brought to him 


Such as diiturb'the 8 
niſhment of Rogues, 


b not uniſh ſuch | 


_ 


. 


— — — 


: 


- 


= 
I 
E 3 
— . * 
* © 
- \ Þ | 
I 
— — 22500 ——— — 


5 


* 


CY res of Pulle 


PENALTIESõ. 


. 


n. 


„ 
$514 & 


2 8 LA 2443.30) 1:42 
* find ſuGeirnt Su- 


$#+ 3” 


une” 149.4 99 
Puniſhment accord- 


fh bas Ward 


bent to ahe 4. hg 
or ik 2 tg 
Where lalt dwelt pr one 


ring 
5 Julices 


lings te "a 
METS 4 87 


7 e 0 


[5 yied, 1. Kt 
41 


1 Zas. C. 7 


| 


A We to be 


ound 80 REEF: 5 


Four by 70 


e 


FR I LR 


niſhing of Rogues, Ye, 3 | 


Such as run away, and 


leave their Charge upon 
the Pari 


Such 4thrbaten to ran. ; 


Wo 
. Witneſles, 


If any, Woman ſhall 
have iBaftafd Child which 
may be chargeable to * 
Pariſh, 


Warn 


Gaming, 


aeepers 
& Untaw 
on View, 


Gaines, U 


Officers ſhalt bach | 


every Month 
Such 22 Play in ſuch 
louſes. 
Upon View, 


Such Perſons deſcribed 
in the Act as. out of 
Chrifimaſi; ſhall play at 
Unlawful Games any 
where within the Year, 
Fraud in Play or Bet- 
ting, 
„All Licthiſes to keep 
Houſes or Places of Un- 


* 


void. 


Pr 


Seamus, 


Ae ur. | 


| 


” Yawful Games, ſhall be 


—}— 


= 
16 Car. 2. 


cap. 7. 
3P. & M 


Cap. 9. 


1 
| J |Rogner, | 


R obs 
— * 


| 


B. a be and Immoraliey. 9 


PENALTIES 


- 48 


Ten e to be T4 
vied by Diftreſs and Sale, 
ue /upra. 

To be Püniſbed as 
6. 
ſent to the 
Houſe of Correction, or 
give Security to diſ- 
charge the Pariſh. 


— 


— 


| Houſe of Correction for 


a Year for the firſt Offence, 


| and for the ſecondOffcnce 


may alſo be committed 
for a Year, and till ſhe.pu 
in Sureties not to off: 


ſo again. 


Forty Shillings, and Im- 
priſonment until he be- 
come Bound by Recog- 


| nizance to keep no more. 


Forty Shillings. 
Impriſonment until he 
be bound to play nomore, 
and to pay 6s. gd. to be 
recovered in Quarter-Seſ= 
| Impriſonment, and 
bound to the Ring to play 
oo more, Twenty Shil- 
lings by Indictment in 
| Quaryter-Seſſions. 
Forteit the Treble Va- 
lue. Treble Goſts, 


=: 


* 


Blank 


<4. Dong _—_— —_— L 
* 


Lon don . To the Conſtables 3 Chnrch-Wardens , 


of his Convittion. Theſe are therefore, in his 


> -- 
= 


98 Forms of Warrants,” 


Blank Warrants in Caſes of Prophane 
Swearing and ng, Drunkenneſs, 
and Prophanation of the Lord's-Day. 


— — a. — * — 


8 — 


and Overſeers of the Poor of the Pariſh 
<4 St. Michael Cornhill, and to every of 
them. os) 


Hereas Sir A- B- At. living, &c. being 
above the Age of Sixteen Tears, ſtandeth 
Cenvicted before Me of Prophane Swearing Five 
ſeveral times within your Pariſh, upon the Tenth 
Day of July inſtant, this being the Second time 


Majeſty's Name, to Charge and Command you, 
and every of you, preſently, upon Sight hereof, to 
demand of the ſaid A- B.- the Sum of Twenty 
Shillings, for the De of the Poor of your ſaid 
Pariſh, according, to the Form of the Statute in 
that Caſe made and provided. And if he fhal 
refuſe or neglect to pay the ſaid Sum, that then 
you preſently levy the ſame by Diſtreſs aud Sale 
of his Goods, rendring to him the Overplus. And 
in deſect of ſuch Diſtreſs, that he be ſet publickly il v« 
in the Stocks by the ſpec of Two whole Hours, and 
A 


this ſhall be your ſafjicient Warrant. "Given un- 
der my Hand and Seal ths © _ day of, 
4 in the Tear of the Reign of 

Ainz William the Third, Anno Dom. 170 
London 


I QJ 


Forms of Warrants, 99 


London . To the Conſtables, Headbo- 
-. > \oughs, "and Tithing-Men of 
yl wal ariſh of St. 4 B--- and 

to every of them. 


Hereas J. G Be. 
was this Day lawfully towviied Ger e Me 
f the Offence Drunkenneſs, by him committed 
on the | Day of in the ſaid Pa- 
riſh, contrary to the Statute in that Caſe made and 
provided. Theſe are therefore, in His Majeſty's 
Name, to Charge aud Command. you, that you do 
require the ſaid J--- G- to p "for the ſaid Of- 
fence, to the Church. Mardens of your ſaid Pariſh, 
the Sum of Five Shillings, within One Week now 
next enſuing, for the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid + 
riſh. 27% he ſhall refuſe or neglect to p 

in ſame, that then — bs the ſame by Di 8 
all Sale of his Goods, rendring to him the Overp _ : 
en = in defect of ſuch Diſtreſs: that be be ps pub. 
le il lickly in 11 Stocks, there to remain by the Space 
wd ef Six Hours. And of tbe due Execution hereof 

kly Doe are to give an Account when it ſhall be deman- 
wd ded. Hereof fail not at your Peril. Given under | 


un- my Hand” and Seal this” day of Nö 
in the  - Tear of the'Reign of King Wilm 
the Third over England," G. Anno Don 


"7D | 


H 2 Londen 


100 Forns of Warrants. 


Lon I, To de, Condable, and 


Church-Wardens of the Pa- 
riſh of St. All-ballaws Bark, 
and to every of them. 


Aut horige and Require you forthwith. to levy 


the Sum of Five Shillings, of the ſaid  A-——B. | 
by Diſtreſs and Sale of his Goods, for the Ze © 
of the Poer of your ſaid Pariſb, rendring, to himthe | 
Overplus: And in default of Diſtreſs, or Inability | 
of the Offender to pay the ſaid. Forfeitures, that | 
you ſee that he. be. ſet .publickly in the Stocks by | 
the Space of Two Hours. Aud of the due Execu- 
tion hereof. you are to give an Account when it ſhall © 
be demanded. And hereof. fail not at your Peril. 
Gruen under my Hand and Seal. this Twenty Se- 


venth Day of July, in te Lear of the 
Reign of King Willam tie Third, Anho. Dom. 
170 | 

London 


Hereas A- B. in D. - Lane, near E — 
Street, a the. Sign of the Red-Liou, |! 
Grocer, in hour Pariſh, hath been lawfully: Conwi- N 
fed before me, that he, the Twentieth Day of 
June inſtant, being the Lord's-Day, did, in your Pa- 
riſh, by himſelf (or Servants ) Exerciſe his Trade | 
and ordinary Calling, without any. lawful Canſe, contra+ | 
ry to the Statutes in that Caſe made and provided, © 
Theſe. are therefore, in His Majeſty's Name, to | 


1 
1 


a 
"I 


[ * 


4 
L TY r — at. 


Forms of Warrants. 101 


| ' London To the Conſtables and Church- 


Wardens of St. A--- 3. and 
ro every of them. 


| Hereas A— B— of Crane-Court i» 
King-ſtreet, at the Siga of the King's» 


Arms, Victualler, in your Pariſh, hath been law- 
fully Convited before me, that he, the Twentieth 


Day of June inſtant, Being the Lord's-Day, did 


permit divers ( Perſons or) Companies to Tiple 
in his Houſe, contrary to the Statutes in that Caſe 
' made and provided: Theſe are therefore, in Her 
Majeſty's Name, to Authorize and require you 
forthwith to levy the Sum of Ten Stullings of 


the ſaid A.- B.- by Diſtreſs and Sale of his 
Goods, (if they be not redeemed within Six Days 


after ſuch Diſtreſs) for the Tſe of the Poor of 
your Pariſh, rendring 


in default of Diſtreſs, or Inability of the Offender 


to him the Overplas : And 


to pay the ſaid Forfeitures, that you ſee that he be 
Committed to the Common Gaol, there to remain un- 


til Payment thereof be truly made. And of the 


due Execution hereof you are to gave an Account 
when it hall be demanded of you. And hereof fail 
not at your Peril, Given under my Hand and 
Seal this day of in the 


Tear of the Reign of Queen Anne. Anno 
Dom. 170 


1; The 
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Beme Prudential Methods that have been recom: 

mended to thoſe that give Informations agaiuſt 
* Prophaneneſs, and Debauchery in and about the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and other 


the Members of the ſeveral Religious So- 
cieties that have acted in the Buſineſs of Re- 
formation. 


J. give no Information where the Matter of 
| Fact is any ways doubtful. _ -—- 

11. Particularly as to Drunkenneſs to uſe Caution 
and Prudence in judging when a Man is Drunk. Tho 


; a Man that cannot ſtand upon his Legs, or that reels 


or ſtaggers as he goes along the Streets, and is heard 
to faulter remarkably in his Speech, unleſs in Caſe of 
ſome known natural Infirmity' or Defe&, may ordi- 
narily be preſumed to be Druxk. 

Ill. As to Prophane Swearing and Curſing, it may be 
adviſable; that they remember the Words of the Oath 
or Curſe, that they may be able to repeat them if it 
be required. 

IV. As to Permitting of Tipling, which, in Strictneſs 
of Law,is puniſhable npon any Day, it has been thought 
adviſable to take Notice only of what is done on the 
Lord's- Day. ö 

V. As to the Prophanation of the Lords. Day, by the 
Exerciſe of any Trade, or ordinary Calling, to Inform 
againſt ſuch as they ſee Offending by the Weighing, 
Meaſuring, Bargaining for, or Delivery of Goods, or 
Receiving Money for chem; as alſo againſt Bakers ap- 
pearing in the Streets with their Baskets, or Barbers 
with their Por, Baſon, or Periwig-Box, Shoemakers, 
H 4 Taylors, 


Parts of the Kingdom; and particularly to 


— — 
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Taylors, Hatters, or other Tradeſmen carrying out 

their Work and Ware ; ; and againſt all kind of Aan, 
Labour, except in Caſes of Neceſſity and Mercy. 

VI. As to the Expoſing Goods to Sale on the Lord i- Day; 
if it be by thoſe that live in Cellars, not to inform a- 
gainſt them unleſs they are ſeen to ſell their Goods, be- 
cauſe ſuch Perſons have ſome Pretence for keeping o- 
pen their Cellar Doors, or Windows, for the Benefit 
of the Light or Air: But if any Wares, Fruit, Cc. 
be Expoſed without or above ſuch Doors or Win- 
dows, or in any Shops with the Windows open, or 
upon Stalls, whether belonging to the Perſons that 
own ſuch Goods, or nat, and tho' there be noghing | 
ſeen to be ſold, theſe are ſufficient Gxounds of Ipfor- 
mation. 

VII. To give their 1aformations(wbich it may be 
adviſable to ſet down in Writing) to Magiſtrates as | 
ſoon as they. can conveniently, that they, may not be 
prevented hy Buſineſs or any Accidents. of giving 
them within the time the Law allows in theſe Caſes. 

VIII. Not to uſe any Axtifice to prouoke or draw | 
in others to the Breach of the Laws, in the Inſtances 
afore · mentioned, or any of the like kind, that they | 
may have an Occa ſion to inform againſt chem. : 


IX. That in all their Applications to the Magiſtrates, 


they behave themſelves mow rbam with Deterence f 
and Rappesk 


A Spe- 


Spe: 
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A. Specimen of an Agreement for the Furming 


c a Society for Reformation of Man- 
nerz in any City, Town or Village of the 
Kingdom, where there are but Three or 
Four Pious Perſons that are willing to 
nunite in ſuch a Society, by their ſubſcrib= 
üg this or ſome other Agreement of this 
nature, which is earneſtly recommended to 
© thoſe that are piouſly diſpos d to give their 
bi Aſſiſtance in- the Work of Reformation. 


TE whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, ont of 
'Y Y. 5 Senſe of the Duty we owe to Almighty Gos 

in purſuance of her Majeſty's Proclamation for the Dif 
couragement and Proſecution of Debauchery and Pro, 
Phaneneſi, and for the Suppreſſing of them, do agree 


as followeth. 5 
under the Pe- 


« 


I. That we meet Weekly at 
nalty of ——— for each Default, withont a juſt Capſe, 
to confult how we may be moſt ſerviceable in Pro- 


moting the Execution of the Lays againſt Prophaneyeſs 
and Debaychery.” 8888 


II. That we uſe all proper Means to prevail with 

Men of all Ranks to concur with us in this Deſigns 
eſpecially ſuch as are under the Obligation of Oaths to 
do ſo; and in order to their acting vigorouſly W 

| * * 


Sg 


106 4 Specimen of an Agreement 
that we endeavour to perſwade them to form them- 
ſelves into Societies, at leaſt to have frequent Meetings 
Tor this purpoſe. | | 

III. That we encourage and aſſiſt Officers in the 
Diſcharge of their Duty of Diſcovering Di/orderly 
Ho::ſes, of taking up of Offenders, and carrying them 
before the Magiſtrates ; and moreover endeavour to aſ- 
fiſt both Magiſtrates and Officers, by giving Informa- 
tions our * (224 as we have Opportunity. 
IV. That, for Order ſake, every Member in his 
turn be Chairman, (unleſs any deſire to be excuſed ) 
for Four ſucceſſive days of Meeting: That as ſoon as 
four Members are met, the Chairman, or in his ab- 
q ſence the next in order upon the Liſt, (that ſhall be 
N made for that purpole) ſhall take his Place; and that 
. from that time, to the breaking up of the Meeting, 
ö we forbear all Diſcourſe of publick News, or our pri- 
| vate Affairs; as alſo all unneceſlary Diſputes upon 
ſpeculative -and controverſial points of Religion. 

V. That when any thing is propoſed and ſecond- 
ed, the Chairman ſhall put it to the Queſtion, which 
fol be determined bv the Majority, and ſuch-Detery 

| 
80 


A «. wg ry 
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rion, till alter d by a Majority at another Meet- 
„ ſhall generally, conclude . every Member of this 
voety, unleſs contrary to the Word of God, the 
Law of the Land, or any one's Conſcience. | 
, >> VE. That if upon any Matter in Debate the Voices 
F ate equal, the Queſtion ſhall be again, propoſed by the 
hatrman at the ſame Meeting, if more of the Mem- 
} come in, or otherwiſe at the next, or ſome other 
i} Meeting. Se, F u e re e ma 
; Vl. That it be part of the Office of the Chairman, 
to take Notice of the Breach of any of our Orders; to 
enquire of every Member how he hath, diſcharged 
the Buſineſs that was allotted him at the laſt Meet- 

e | ing, 


« > 


*Y 


-_ 


or the Forming of 4 Society. toy 
ing, and what Difficulties he hath met with, in order 
to find. out proper Remedies : To read over the A. 
greement of this Society once a Month: To read over 
the Minutes of what hath been reſolved upon at the 
end of every Meeting, and the Liſt of the Members, 
and to go or ſend to ſuch as have been abſent twice 
ſucceſſively, Without 4 juſt Excuſe known to ſome 
Member of the Society; and the next time any ſuch 
Perſons ſhall be preſent, the Chairman for the time 
being ſhall put them in mind of the great Importance 
of the Buſineſs they are engaged in, and of the Obli- 
gations they have laid themſelves under, by their Sub- 
criptions, to attend the Meetings of this Society. 
VIII. That we endeavour to find out proper Per- 
ſons to be brought into this Society ; and that no Per- 
ſon ſhall be propoſed for a Member but when four 
or more of the Society are preſent; and that none 
ſhall be admitted into this Society till they have been 
propoſed at three ſeveral Meetings, and are thought 
to be Men of Piety and Temper ; and that after any 
Perſon hath been propoſed a ſecond time for a Mem- 
ber, two Perſons ſhall be appointed by the major 
rt of the Society to make enquiry concerning his 
Life and Converſation. | "a: e 

IX. That in Caſes of Difficulty that ſhall occur we 
conſult the Learned in the Law, or other proper 
Perſons, that we by no means go further than the Law 
will warrant us. 

X. That we keep an exact Account of our Pro- 
ceedings in a Book kept for that purpoſe. 

XI. That the Debates and Reſolutions of the Socie- 
ty be kept ſecret; and therefore no Perſon (hall be 
admitted to be preſent at any Debate in any Meeting 
that is not a Member, unleſs upon ſpecial Occaſion, 
and by Agreement of the Majority preſent. 
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108 A Specimen of an Agreement, &c. 
XII. That we look upon our ſelves as under a. pe- 
culiar Obligation to pray for the Reformation of the 
Nation in general, and to implore the Divine Dire- 
Aion and Bleſſing upon this our Undertaking in 
particular. | « | ; . 722 ed | 905 
O See His Grace the Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury's 
late Circular Letter, with the Concurring Letters of all 
the Biſhops of that Province, for Perſans frequently | 


ing end Uniting in the Work of Reformation, ang fir 
their Obligation ro give Informations te Magiſtrates of 


the Breaches of the Laws againſt Prophanenè 


| f ad Inj 
morality, pag. 4, 6. n pin 
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SO MR 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ons Offered 1 ro. ſueh unhappy Perſons as are guilry of | 


Prophane Swraring and Car ſing, 


And are not paſt Counſel. 


 Drunkenneſs and Uncltanntſs, 
ROPHANE SWE ARING ſeems to be 

a direct Affront to the Omniſcience, Juſtice, 
and Majeſty of Almighty God. For Swearing 
is an Appeal to God; tis calling him to be a Witneſs, 
whereby his Omniſcience, Holineſs and Juſtice is ac- 
knowledg'd,. when *tis performed upon juſt Occaſions, 
and ia a ſolemn manner. But the Common Swearer 
not only calls upon the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth in the looſeſt manner, but upon trivial and even 
ſinful Occaſions; in his Diverſions, and his common 
Buſineſs ; in his Quarrels, and in his Luſts; to carry 
on his blackeſt Villanies, and greateſt Falſhoods. So 
that the Common Swearer is not only Prophane, but will 


bei often Per need. A Hesthen could; it ſeems, obſerve, 
That from a Cuſtom of Swearing,” Men fall — Perjury; 


therefore, adds be, * wonide ſt not be 9 
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do not Swear at all, A Common Swearer muſt be ſome- 
times Perjured ; becauſe if you charge him with Swear 
ing, he often ſays, nay Swears, that he does not Swear z 
and, in truth, though there is, I think, little Faith in 
him, he is not at ſometimes ſenſible of his doing ſo; 
now, if he cannot remember the very Act of Swearing 
the next Moment after, he could not well be ſuppo- 
ſed to Swear with much (if with any) Conſiderati- 
on; and therefore he is not only Perjured in a high de- 
gree, in Swearing to what he knows to be falſe; but 
he muſt be ſo in ſome Degree, in Swering without 
Conſideration to things he has not a certain Know- 
ledge of, and which are ſometimes falſe ; or to do 
ſuch things which are not in his own Power, which 
likewiſe often happens. Provocation, Paſſion, or Miſ- 
fortune, can't be thought to be a juſt Excuſe for this 
horrid Sin. Is thereany more reaſon that your Tongue, 
which God gave you as an Inſtrument to glorifie Him, 
ſhould prophane his Name, which is Holy and Reve- 
rend, becauſe your Dice will not turn up what you 
will have them, when you have no more Grace or Wit, 
than to hazard upon them, in one Night, a great part, 
if not all the Fortune that your Father, or other Rela- 
tions, purchas'd with their Virtue, Labour or Blood, 
then that you ſhould tear your own Fleſh, or ſtab your 
deareſt Friend, becauſe you are Injured by your Ene - 
my, or that your own Sin or Folly hath drawn an Af- 
| front vpon you ? But if theſe things can't be imagined 
1 to be any Excuſe for this horrid Sin, what can the 
nerality of ſuch Offenders offer for themſelves, who 
| ear in cold Blood, without any Provocation, in the 
1 Endearments of Converſation, in the moſt trivial Con- 
Cres, and without the leaſt Occaſion? And ſurely 
* they do not think Prophane Swearing is not the leſs cri- 
minal or dangerous, uſe it hath been ſo generally 
uſed; or that by Mens going by Troops to Hell 2 


are guilty of Prophane Swearing. 111 
ſhall be Conquerours inſtead of Sufferers. General 
Cuſtom can be no better an Excuſe for it, than it 
would be for Bribery, Robbery, or any other Villa- 
ny; and we do not think a Diſtemper leſs dangerous, 
becauſe it is univerſal ? The Habit of this Sin is ſo far 
from leſſening, that it aggravates the Guilt of the Of. 
fender. And an ill Habit, though it be ſuch a one 
that hath a Foundation in Nature, where *tis with moſt 
difficulty overcome, may be broken, if due Care and 
Means be uſed. Now, what ſhould incline any rati- 
onal Creature (if we ſhould ſuppoſe the Swearer to 
be ſuch) to this unaccountable Sin. Other Sins may 
be committed upon Surprize, a great Impulſe of Temp- 
tation, either Profit or Pleaſure may hurry us into them 
againſt our ſettled Principles; but we did not commit 
them to defie God, or affront his Laws; to ſhew our 
Contempt of Religion,or to be in Faſhion: But no Man 
is either born with, or can contract a Swearing Conſti- 
tution; and tis a common Obſervation, that *tis a Sin 
without Pleaſure, without Advantage, and therefore 
without any juſt Excuſe. The Swearer ſeems to court 
Damnation without any Conſideration; to ſerve the 
Devil without any kind of Reward from him; to pro- 

voke his God, and loſe his Soul, almoſt without the 
Excuſe of a Temptation: Indeed there is ſo little of 
the World and the Fleſh in this Sin, that it ſeems the 
Devil's Work more than moſt other Sins; a more im- 
mediate Effect of his Inſtigation. So that on all theſe 
Conliderations, Swearing ſeems to have a particular 
Malignity in it, and the Cuſtom of it to proceed from 
a very bad or a ſeared Conſcience. But beſides the 
Offending of God, the Injuring of our Souls, and the 
Affronting of ſincere Chriſtians, (in an Ape that pre- 
tends to good Breeding) by treating that God with 
Indignity that they Honour and Worſhip, and the giv- 
ing an ill Example to others; the common dae ar 
1 | this 
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this Sin under #dy Government is a matiifeſt Di. 
nour to it, is a great Reproach to ſuch as have 'Poivet 
ani Opportunity to ſuppteſs it, and neglett to do i, 
and is exceedingly injut᷑iõus to Civil Society; for whilſt 
Oabs are reckonet the greateſt Securities of /Govert- 
ment, if they aft once rendred Night 4nd comb, (45 
nothing feems to tend more to it, and to lead Men fo 
directiy to Perjmyj, than this Practice of prophatls Swedy- 
mg; the Aas iſtrate very much loſes his Hold ef 'the 
Conſciences of Men, and there is very little Hopes bf 
Juſtice from one another. So that Prophane Swea#i 
is not only a high Affront to Almighty Ged, but i 
moreover a gredt Offence againſt Government, a- 
gainſt the Peace and Welfare of Mankind, and does 
therefore, upon civil as well as religions Coffiderdti- 
ons, juſtihe our Reſentments againſt it, and fequire out 
ptmoſt Care to root it quite out from amofig vs; as 
hath been of late fiixcefsfully endeavouted! by the Ex- 
ecution of the Laws of the Nation againſt it ; which 
ſurely it becomes good Chriſtians to aſſiſt Magiſtrates 
in the doing, by bringing Informations to them of 


CURSING. 


FIURSING hath a near Affinity to this Sin: 

To what a Pitch is the Degeneracy of this Na- 
tion riſen ! To what a heighth of Wickedneſs may 
Men arrive, who have once made a Shipwrack of a 
good Conſcience ? And how monſtrous and contemp- 
tible does Sin render that Creature who is defined by 
his Reaſon ? Now, what ſhews all this more than the 
Prevalency of this Sin, and that beforementioned ? 
Does 
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are guilty of Cnrſmg. 113 
Does Nature- teach us to love one another? And does 
Religion require us, upon the Indiſpenſible Condition 
of our own Salvation, to forgive our Enemies, and 


command us to bleſs thoſe that curſe us? And can Men 


and Chriſtians prevail upon themſelves, on the ſligh- 


teſt Occaſions, to belch out horrid Curſes againſt one 


another, nay to imprecate Judgments upon one another 
in the Way of Addreſs, and without any Provyo= 
cation How monſtrous is it for a Chriſtian to accoſt 
his deareſt Friend with calling upon his God to damn 
him, or the Devil to take him! Is this the Account 
that theſe Men give of their Chriſtianity, to pray to 
God for thoſe things on themſelves and others which 
He commands them moſt to fear? Of their Belief 
of Everlaſting Pains, to wiſh themſelves and Friends 
in the midſt of them? Why will not theſe poor 
Wretches let God's Jultice alone! May it not over- 


A take them ſoon enough? Why will they ſollicit his 


Wrath? May it not fall heavy enough upon them? 
Is not Eternity long enough to ſuffer infinite Miſery ? 
We are told in the Holy Scriptures, that the Devils 


ati believe and tremble, Jam. 2.19. and they arerepreſented 


as beſeeching our Saviour not ro torment them before 
their time, Matth. 8. 29. But we have thoſe that have 
the Confidence to pretend themſelves Chriſtians, that 
call for Damnation upon themſelves and others, to 


3 ſhew their Breeding, and as if Oaths and Imprecations 


would qualifie them for Heavenly Praiſes! Do they 


think they have not Sins enough without theſe unac- 
2X countable ones of Prophane Swearing and Curſing ! yes, 
= Poor Wretches, they will think they have, if ever 
they are awakened to a Sence of them in this World, 
or feel the Effects of them in another; but the Truth 
on't, I conceive, is, they do not believe, or at leaſt 


ſeldom conſider of a future judgment; and therefore 
to ask theſe Men what they think of themſelves, it 
1 m3y 


114 Conſiderations offered to 
may be ſuppoſed to be hardly proper : But ſurely 
they that know what Religion is, find it very difficult 
to gueſs by what Arguments theſe Men can prove 
themſelves to deſerve the Name of Chriſtians, and 
think that they have great Reaſon to fear, that if they 
are thus ſuffered, with Impunity and Countenance , |* 
to prophanely Swear, and Curſe one another, the Righ- |. 
teous God will ſend his Curſes upon us, as well as 
them, and our Land will mourn, Hoſea 4. 3. F 
If theſe Sins of prophane Swearing and Curſing were 
not taken up entirely without Senſe, a Reflection upon 
the Abſurdity of them, as that Men act herein ſo unac- | 7 
countably as to affront and provoke God at the ſame * 
time that they own him, by their appealing to Him as | 
a Witneſs, or Imprecating his Judgments, might make | 
Men that did not bid Defiance to all Reaſon, aſhamed | 
of them, and might prove a Cure for their Frenzy; and 
where theſe Sins are not owing to hardned Conſcien- 8 
ces, the ſerious Conſideration of the Evil and def- 7 
perate Madneſs of theſe Practices, together with the | 
frequent Thoughts of God's Preſence, as a Judge and 
a Witneſs of our Actions, might, by God's Grace, 
with the Uſe of Prayer and Watchfulneſs, prevail vupoa |* 
Men not to diſhonour the Great and Glorious Name 
of -God, which they pray, in the Lord i- Prayer, if tbe/ 
ever uſe it, may be Hallowed; and to employ their 
Tongues in ſuch Spiritual Exerciſes as are proper for | 
ſuch as hope to be employed in Eternal Praiſes with \® 
the Heavenly Hoſt of Angels, and the Souls of the * 
Juſt made perfect, which ſurely they cannot think | ® 
the blackeſt Oaths and the moſt horrid Imprecations can 
be, which ate contrary to plain Commands, expreſſed | 
in Levit. 18. 2 1. Thou ſhalt not profane the Name of thy | 
God. In Mat. 5 34. But I ſay unto you, Smear not at A 
all. In Jam. 5.12. But above all things, my Brethren, 1 
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ſuch as art guilty of Drunkemneſs, 15 
ſwear not. And in James 3. 10. Out of the ſame Mouth 
proceedeth Bleſſing and Curſing, my Brethren, theſe things 
engbe not /o to be. 


— 


DRUNKENNESS 
RUNKENNESS is a Sin which hath long 
been called a Voluntary Madneſs, and which out 
Law for the Suppreſſing of it terms the Loathſome Sin; 
and it well deſerves theſe Characters, ſince it deprives 
ns of our Reaſon, and levels us with the Beaſts, It 
is not only a Tranſgrefſion of the Law of God, and 
the Law of the Land, but a Violation of the Law of 
our Nature. Drankenne/ſs debaſes the Mind, darkens 
the Underſtanding, often drowns good Natural Parts, 
breaks the ſtrongeſt Frame of Health, beggars other Fa- 
milies beſides his own that is guilty of it. It betrays 
Truſts, expoſes Men to Quarrels, diflolves Friendſhips, 
brings Men to Contempt, and a Multitude of Incon- 
veniencies ; is the great Inlet to other ill Courſes, and 
almoſt all kinds of Wickedneſs, as it muſt be when 
Men. difarmed of their Reaſon, ſeem to be let looſe 
to almoſt all thoſe Sins to which they are either by Na- 
ture or Cuſtonienclined, or can eaſily be expoſed. And 
what Company, or rather what a Diſturbance and ſad 
Spectacle is any one in ſuch a Condition, in which he 
can neither ſpeak, nor think, nor walk as a Man, nor 
bebave himſelf in any wiſe as becomes a Rational Crea- 
ture, and much leſs as a Chriſtian, and is not only 
always loathſome, but generally rude. and ſometimes 
deſperate; in which Condition, in ſhort, he is the 
Grief and Shame of his Family and true Friends, the 


Scorn of his Enemies, and a Terror to thoſe that are 
12 | near 
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near him, and ſeems therefore to be more fit to herd 
with Beaſts, than to aſſociate with Men, unleſs it be 
with ſach as have degraded themſelves in the ſame 
manner from their Reaſon with him, by which they 
ſhare in one anothers Guilt, 

This, I conceive, reaches in ſome proportion to o- 
ther degrees of Exceſs, tho* Men ſhould not drink to 
that height, as totally to deprive themſelves of the 
Exerciſe of their Reaſon; the frequent Effects whereof 
are, irregular Paſſions and Actions, the inflaming Mens 
Luſts, the firing of the Blood, the Loſs of invaluable 
Time, the abuſing of God's good Creatures, and the 
making our ſelves unfit at leaſt for his more ſolemn 
Service, if not for any religious Act. And ſhall it be 
reckon'd by any that would be called Chriſtians, an 
Indication of a ſociable or generous Temper, or a 
matter of Triumph and Diverſion, for Men to act ſo 

far the part of the Devil, as to tempt, enſnare, and 
betray one another, by Example, Perſwaſion, or any 
of the Methods of Drinking that have been, and ſtill 
are too common and applauded among us, into fo [7 
loathſome a Condition, and into ſo heinous a Sin? "3 
And is it poſſible for ſach Perſons as keep public > 
Houfes ( Taverns, Inns and Ale- houſes) to think they | 7 
are not guilty of great Impiety, who, for the promo 
ting of their Trade, do not only ſerve their Gueſts 
with their Liquors to their Exceſs, and often to the ' 
Ruine of their Families, but ſupply them with them, 
and tempt them by keeping them Company, or other- 
wiſe, to downright Drunkenneſs, after they are under 
viſible Diſorders from Drinking? If a Heathen by the 
Light of Nature could ſay, It matters not whether thos 
art acceſſary to the Sin, or committeſt it thy ſelf , what 
Excuſe can Chriſtians offer for themſelves, who being 
plainly and ſtrictly obliged by their Religion to en- 
courage and aſſiſt their Fellow-Chriſtians in the way 
| 0 
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ſuch as are guilty of Drunkenneſs. 117 
of their, Duty, and to further their Salvation, accord- 
ing to their Abilities and Opportunities, do entice and 
enſnare their Friends and Companions into this, or 
any other Sin, and then make their Neighbours Sin 
their own matter of Triumph; who find, in the Word 
of God, a Woe expreſly denounced againſt him that 
giveth his Neighbour Drink; that putteth the Bottle to him, 
and maketh him drunken alſo, that he may ſee his Naked- 
neſs, Habbak. 2. 15. and who, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
knowing the Judgment of God, that they which commit 
of Death ;, not only do the ſame, 
but have Pleaſure in them that do them, Rom. 1. 32. 
This Vice of Drunkenneſs is moreover the Cauſe of 
many Evils to the Publick, as it provokes God's Diſ- 
pleaſure, and ſhortens ſo many Mens Lives; as it un- 
fits Men for publick Buſineſs, beſots and makes uſeleſs, 
and often very miſchievous, Men, whoſe great Capa- 
cities, and other Endowments, might render them 
highly ſerviceable to a Nation, if they were not gi- 
ven up to it. We are told, that Philip King of Ma- 
cedon would not make War againſt the Perſians when 
he heard they were ſuch Drinkers, ſaying, That alone 
would ruine them. And that Cato uſed to ſay of Ceſar, 
That he alone came Sober to the Overthrow of the State. 
And that when the old and famous Græci ans addicted 
2 to Drunkenneſs, they much decay ed in their 
arts. yy 

All which foregoing Conſiderations will ſurely de- 
mand the high Indignation of Governours and Magi- 
ſtrates againſt it, and their great Concern for the Sup- 
preſſing of it; and do give private Perſons great Rea- 
ſon not only td applaud, but to join in the Pious and 
Noble Undertaking of ſuch Perſons as are fo ſucceis- 
fully engaged in Societies, or otherwiſe, in the ſeve- 
ral Parts of this Nation, and in our Neighbouring 


Kingdoms, for the running down, by regular and 
r U 
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prudent Methods, this and other Vices that are reigu- 
ing among us. 

And now, what juſt Excuſe for the frequent Com- 
miſſion of this Sin of Drunkenneſs is Importunity or Ex- 
ample, any more than *twould be for the doing any 
wicked Action, even the drinking of Poifon for Per- 
ſwaſion, or Company's ſake; which will not more 
certainly kill Men, than Intemperance does Multitudes 
of Perſons? | | 

The means to keep from this beaſtly Sin, next to 
the frequent Uſe of fervent Prayer, is, I conceive, care- 
fully to avoid the Occaſions and Temptations that are 
apt to betray us to it; which I take to be the great 
Rule for the keeping from moſt other Sins; to obſerve 
the Apoſtle's Admonition ; 1 Cor. f. 11. Nor to keep 
Company with any Man that is called a Brother who is 4 
Drunkard, Prov. 23. 31. Not to look upon the Wine when 
it is red, when it giveth its Colour in the Cup, as Solomon 
adviſes, and as the Praverb that concern'd the Naza- 
rites (who were under a Vow not to drink Wine 
direts; Go about, go about, O Natarite, and do net 
come near the Vineyard. To conſider the Baſeneſs and 
Beaſtiality of it, with its fatal Gonſequences in this 
World, deſcribed by Solomon; Prov. 23. 29. Who harb 
Wo? Who hath Sorrow? Who hath Contentions ? Who 
hath Wounds without Cauſe ? Who hath redneſs of Eyes ? 

that tarry long at the Wine, &c. Ver. 33. Thine 
Eyes ſhall bebold ſtrange Women, and thine Heart ſhall 
utter perverſe things. To ſer the Image of one that is 
drunk before our Thoughts, as the Lacedemonians of 
old did a drunken Slave before their Children, to de- 
ter them from ſo odious a Vice. And laſtly, to re- 
member, that the holy Scriptures not only ſtrictly for- 
bid and condema this Sin, but expreſly acquaiat us, 
that thoſe who allow themſelves in the Habit of it, 
hall be excluded from Heaven; Gd. 5. 19, 21. The 
TY. F 
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5 Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, Envyings, Murthers, 
* Drunkenneſs, &c. of the which I tell you, that they 
which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, 
And again, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Nor Thieves, nor Covetous, 
nor Drunkards, &c. ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. 


I IACS E ANNESS may be juſtly accounted 
one of the Crying Sins of this Nation, ſince it 
hath ſo generally prevailed, and hath, I fear, met in 
this City, to its Diſhonour, till of late, with as great 
Allowance, by the Connivance and Negligence of 
Magiſtrates, as almoſt in any Chriſtian Country that 
is moſt Infamous for it; and hath been carried on in 
our Streets, and in the Sight of the Sun, with an Im- 
pudence perhaps not to be parallell'd in any, 

"i And the general Connivance at this Sin is a Matter 
= of more juſt Scandal to a Proteſtant Nation and City, 
= becauſe all Chriſtian States have, as I take it, not only 


= caſt a Reproach upon the Sin of Vncleanneſ7, but moſt, 
if not all lad Nations, have agreed to endeavour 
do ſuppreſs among them ſome kinds of it by infamous 
Pauniſnments; and ſome other Inſtances of it, which 
= are not only common, but a Matter of Triumph a- 
= mong us, by Death. And even in this Nation, in the 
times of Popery, infamous Women were not, we are 
told, allow'd the Rites of the Church whilſt they 
1 2 alive, and were denied Chriſtian Burial when 
dead. 


One might be apt to think, that there ſhould not 
need much more to be ſaid to perſwade Men to keep 
from the heinaps Sin of Uncleanneſs, and to engage 
ſuch as have any due regard to the Intereſt of their 
14 Re: 
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Religion and their Countrey, as well as thoſe that are 
in Authority, to endeavour to do their utmoſt to ex- 
tirpate it, by informing the Magiſtrate of 05 or other- 
wik, for the bringing ſuch as are guilty of it to ex- 
emplary Puniſhment, than to deſire them to conſider, 
that *tis a Sin highly offenſive to Almighty God, and 
as Hiſtory informs us, hath been a means of drawing 
down his Judgments on Nations, Cities, and private 
Families; that *tis deſtructive to Health, Induſtry, 
and Courage ; that it defiles and divides Houſes, and 
corrupts the. Blood of the Nation. In ſhort, what 
Miſchiefs it brings on the Pablick ; and what Injury is 
it to the Eſtates and Repntation, to the Perſons and 
Poſterities, to the Souls and Bodies of thoſe that in- 
dulge themſelves in it: How much more difficult is it 
to recover from a Habit of it, than from moſt, if not 
from any other Sin; (which they more eſpecially 
would do well to think of, who wilfully allure and 
enſnare innocent Perſons into this dreadful Sin, by any 
of the various kinds of ſinful Practices that are fo 
much uſed in this looſe Age) to what other Enormities 
it leads a great part of Mankind; to Oppreſſion, Theft, 
| Robbery, and Murther, &c.. to a ſudden, and often to 
an infamous Death, and at laſt to the Place of Un- 
clean Spirits in Everlaſting Miſery. The Holy Scri- 
ptures telling us, That Whoremongers and Adulterers God 
will judge, Heb. 13.4. That neither Fornicators, nor A. 
dulterers, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, ſhall 
inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6, 9. That no Whore- 
mong er, nor Unclean Perſon, hath any Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of God and of Chriſt, Eph. 5. 5. That the Works 
of the Fleſh are manifeſt ; Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- 
neſs, Laſciviorſneſs, &c. and that they that do ſuch things 
Hall not inherit the Kingdom of God, Gal. 4.19, 21. And 
that Mhoremong ers, among others, ſball haue their part 
1 the Lake that buructh with Fire and Brimſtone, Rev. 
21. 


ſuch as are guilty of Uncleanneſs., 121 
21. 8. which Sin and Puniſhment thoſe who would a- 
void, may, with the foregoing Conſiderations, take 
the following ſhort Directions, viz. to apply them- 
ſelves to a ſtrict Watch over their Thoughts: to the 
frequent Exerciſe of Prayer, and proper Methods of 
Mortification and Self. denial; to avoid Idleneſs, and 
to ſhun all Temptations to this Sin, all the Incentives 
to Luſt, the immodeſt Repreſentations of our lewd, 
Yrophane and abominable Play-Houſes, the reading of 
Jews Books, and laſtly, all Familiarities, if poſſible all 
Converſation with wanton Women ; not to come near 
(as Solomon direfts ) the Houſe that is the Way to Hell, 
going down to the Chambers of Death, Prov. 2. 18. 
Who ſays again, Prov. 7. 27. That the Houſe of a 
Harlot inclineth unto Death, and her Paths unto the Dead; 
and that none that go unto her return again, neither take 
they bold of the Paths of Life, Prov. 2. 19. 
And now having in a few Pages laid before Pro- 
phane Swearers and Curſers, Drunkards, and Unclean 
Perſons, their Guilt and Miſery, and the fatal Conſe- 
quences of their Enormities to the Publick, it may 
without Immodeſty be ask'd themſelves, Whether 
ſuch as bring them to Shame and Puniſhment, be they 
Magiſtrates, Inferior Officers, or private Perſons, for 
the promoting of their Reformation, and the Welfare 
of the Community, do not therein act agreeably to 
their Religion, and particularly with great Charity 
towards them; and therefore whether they do nor 
deſerve their Kindneſs and good Opinion for their ſo 
doing: but whether ſuch unhappy Men that live in 
theſe wicked Practices, will allow this or not, we may 
ſurely appeal to all that allow the Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, and have a juſt Senſe of the Obliga- 
tions that our Religion lays upon us, whether ſuch Per- 
ſons do not behave themſelves as Chriſtians, and uſe- 
ful Members of the Community, who engage pa 
lelves 


122 Conſiderations offered to 

ves in Societies, or uſe any other proper Methods 
for the ſuppreſſing theſe Enormities, by the Execution 
of the Laws, without which, ſad Experience may con- 
vince'vs, that the gentle Methods of Perſwaſion have 
too little Force ; inſomuch, that had not there been 
among vs, for ſome Years paſt, Societies of Reforma- 
#07, who have brought ſo many Thouſands of Pro- 
phane and Debauched Perſons to condign Puniſhment, 
it may not de eaſie to imagine, to what a degree all 
kinds of Impiety and Debauchery would have prevailed 
in this Nation. And the wonderful Succeſs of theſe 
Societies, and the mighty Advantages that this Kiug- 
dom hath receiv d from them, one would think, fhould 
encourage and engage both Magiſtrates and private 
Perſons to more Zeal in this bleſſed Work, and ſhould 
not fail to bring thoſe that are inſtramearal in it 
great Eſteem from the Friends of Religion and Vir - 
tue: \ 


Thefe Three ſhort Diſſwaſives againſt Prophane Swearing 
aud Curſing, Dcunkenneſs, and Uncleanneſs, are printed ſing'y, 
and in Half a Sheet of Paper each, that they may be made up in 
the Form of Letters, and directed to any Perſons when they ore 
zuform'd again, or are brought to Puniſhment for either of 
theſe Sins by the Magiſtrate, at which time the giving or ſend- 
ing of theſe Papers to them may be moſt likely go promote their 
Reformation, , | 
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The Preſentmene of the Gentlemen of the 
Grand Fury for the County of Middleſex, 
on Monday the 2d. of June 1701. ta 
the Court F the King s-Bencn. 


IS Majeſty by his repeated Proclamations hav- 
ing taken Notice, with great Concern, of the 
open and avowed Practice of Vice and P 7 
in this Kingdom, to the high Diſpleaſure of Almighty 
God, and great Scandal of Chriſtianity ; and that this 
hath been occaſioned in a great meaſure by the - 
lect of putting in Execution thoſe good Laws whic 
1 8 made for the Suppreſſing and Puniſhing 
ereof. 
And His Majeſty having ſtrictly charged and com- 
manded all his Subjects, in their ſeveral Places and 
Stations, to be very vigilant and ſtri& in the Piſ- 
covery and effectual Proſecution and Puniſhment of 
all Perſons who ſhall be guilty of Blaſphemy, Prophane 
Swearing and Curſing, exceſſive Drinking, Lewaneſs, Pro- 
phanation of the Lord - Day, or other Diſſolute, Immo- 
ral or Diſorderly Practices, as they will anſwer it to 
— God, and upon pain of his higheſt Diſ- 
pleaſure. | 
And we the Grand Inqueſt of this County, having 
received an excellent Charge from this Honourable 
Court, enjoyning our Enquiry into the Matters afore- 
faid, We think our ſelves obliged to take Notice of 
the yes Advantages which this Country has receiv-- 
ed from the Zeal and Diligence of good Magiſtrates 
putting the Laws in Execution againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Debauchery, and likewiſe of thoſe worthy Gentle- 
den and Diviges, who in this County meet in Seele. 
| „ tres 
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ties. for the effectual aſſiſting them therein, and who 
have been incouraged thereunto by the publick Ap- 
probation of many of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Honourable Judges. en 

Yet notwithſtanding, through the Negligence of 
Conſtables, Headboroughs, and other Inferior Officers, 
the Execution of the ſaid Laws is very much obſtruct- 
ed, to the great Encouragement of Offenders, and 
Prejudice of tlie Publick. nnen 
e do therefore preſent ſuch of the Conſtabl& 
and Headboroughs as we have found negligent in the 
Execution of their Offices. . gy 1 
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The e of the Grand Jury for the City of 
London, at juſtice-Hall i tbe Old Bailey, the 
4 v Dat of June..t7o0r. And Ordered by. the 
Caurt to be Printed. | of ST 
IM I S Honourable Court having taken Notice, 
in the admirable Charge given to us, of the 
great Advantages which this City hath received from 
the Zeal and Induſtry. of thoſe Gentlemen and Citi- 
Zens, who, in and about this City, are concern'd in 
Societies, for the Promoting more effectually the Ex- 
ecution of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Deban- 
chery, in purſuance to His Majeſty's Proclamations, 
and who have received the publick Approbation of 
_ Perſons in high Stations in Church and 
re. HOOY 106 5 i Brig 4 3 . 
We the Grand Jury of this City, do think it be- 
comes us to return our hearty Thanks to thoſe wor- 
thy Perſons hq are thus engaged in Societies, on the 
3% | romos 
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Promoting a Reformation of Manners, ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary to our Welfare; and we hope their en- 
aging ſo heartily in this Noble Deſign, will be an 

ncouragement to others to join with them, for the 
effecting a more general Reformation. | 


The Preſeutment of the Grand Jury for the Coun- 
ty of Buckingham, at the Acres held for the 
ſaid County 1701. 


Eing encouraged by His Majeſty's Proclamation 
now read to us, as alſo by your Lordſhip's 
moſt excellent Charge, We the Grand Jury of the 
County of Bucks, do think we can do no leſs than 
to take notice of the ſeveral Societies erected for 
the Promoting of a Reformation of Manners; and 
particularly we deſire to return our hearty Thanks 
to thoſe worthy Gentlemen and Clergy who meet 
Monthly at Wendover, in the faid County, in order 
to effect the ſame. And we hope their appearing 
in ſo pious a Deſign, will animate others to come 
in and join with them. And this we preſent as the 


particular Sentiment of us, whoſe Names are here- 
unto Subſcribed, 


The 
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The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the Grand: In 
queſt for the Aſſizes held. at Northampton, for 
the ſaid County, the zd day of March 1701. 


W H E N ve reflect on the many Bleſſings we en- 
joy under his Majeſty's auſpicious Reign and 
pious Care, manifeſted by repeated Proclamations to 
— us from Vice and Immoralities, (Enemies that 

ve a very fatal Influence on a Nation and Kingdom) 
we cannot but think it a ſuitable Expreſſion of our Gra- 
titude and Duty at this time, to declare our Readineſs 
and Reſolution, in our reſpective Stations, to comply 
with His Majeſty's Commands, by etideayouring, that 
not only ſuch as are guilty of Prophane Swearing and 
Curſing, Exceſſive Drinking, Lewdneſs, and other diſſo- 
tate Practices, may be brought to deſerved Puniſhment ; 
but alſo that the — igences of Conſtables, Head- 
boroughs, and other infetiour Officers, and ſuch as k 
diſorderly publick Houſes, wherein the Lord - Day is ſo 
frequently Prophaned by unneceſſary Reſorts thereun- 
to, may be puniſhed according to Law. | F 

And we take this Occaſion to return our hearty | 
Thanks to thoſe worthy Perſons who meet in Societies, 
and have ſignalized their Zeal by promoting a more 
general Reformation of Manners in this Kingdom; a Me- 
thod approved and recommended by the concurrent 
Suffrages of many Noble Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Learned Judges both in this and our Neigh- 
bouring Nation. 


The 
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The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the Grayd- 
45 the County of Southampton, at the 


eld at Winton-Caſtle, the 4th day of 
March 1701. 


manded by His Majeſty's moſt excellent Pro- 
clamation againſt Yice, Immorality and P 

neſs, in Purſuance of your Lordſhip's Directions, exci- 
ted by the Pious Zeal of many worthy Perſons enga- 
ed in Societies for the Promoting the Glorious De- 
gn thereof, encouraged by that viſible Succeſs their 
joint Endeavours have, through God's Bleſling, had ia 
many Parts of this Kingdon, towards effecting a Reſor- 
mation of Manners. We take this Opportunity to ex- 
preſs our Satisfaction thereat, and to profeſs our Readi- 
neſs to contribute our Aſſiſtance fat the Advancement 
of ſo gooda Work, and crave leave to lay before your 
Lordſhip and this Honourable Bench, that we conceive 
the great Obſtruction and Impediments hereunto do 


proceed, not only from the Negligence of Conſtables 
and other Officers in their reſpective Places, but alſo 


from the multitude of diſorderly Ale-Houſes ; wherein 


not only exceſſive drinking, and other vicious Practi- 
ces are promoted, but alſo an Opportunity given to diſ- 
ſolute and profligate Fellows reſorting thereunto, to en- 


tice and allure Young Perſons into wicked Confedera- 


cles, and Prophanation of the Lord s- Day. 

We therefore humbly hope, that all Magiſtrates, in 
their reſpective Stations, will uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
Yours to diſcourage and puniſh ſuch evil Practices. 
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The Preſentment of the Grand Jury of the County of 
Nottingham, at the A4ſſizes held for for the ſaid 
County, the 14th day of March 1701. 


HE Honourable Court having in their Charge to 

us, preſſed the Obligation we lie under, to make 
diligent Enquiry into the Breach of thoſe excellent Laws 
made for the Suppreſſing of Immorality and Prophane- 
neſs, do think it becomes us, for the Encouragement of 
all ſuch Perſons who have voluntarily formed them- 
ſelves into Societies, and by their joint Endeavours have 
made themſelves more capable to be inſtrumental for 
the Reformation of Manners, to take Notice of their 
pious Zeal, and alſo of the viſible Succeſs that hath, 
through the Bleſſing of God, accompanied their En- 
deavours for obtalning the aforeſaid End in many 
Parts of this Kingdom. 

We crave Leave to lay before your Lordfhip and 
this Honourable Bench, that we conceive a great Ob- 
ſtruction and Impediment to this moſt excellent Deſign, 
proceeds not only from the Neglect of Conſtables 
and other Officers in their reſpective Places, but al- 
ſo from the great Numbers of diſorderly Ale-Houſes 
in this Town, to which many idle and diſſolute Per- 
ſons do frequently reſort, and allure others into the 
Itke vile Practices and Debaucheries with themſelves ; 
which publick Grievance, there have been ſome En- 
deavours to redreſs, that have not yet met with the 
deſired Succeſs. | 

We therefore humbly beg and hope, That all Ma- 
giſtrates and others, would contribute their utmoſt 

Endeavours for the redreſs of thoſe Publick Grievan- 
ces, and for the Encouragement of the aforeſaid Soci- 
(Flies, which will animate others that fear the the Lord, 
are 
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are faithful Subjects to Her Majeſty Queen Anne, 
(whom God preſerve ) and true Lovers of their 
Country, to join with them. 
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The Preſentment of the Grand Jury for the Coun- 
ty of Monmouth, at the General Aſſizes beld 
at Monmouth the 26th day of March, 


1702. 


[ S late Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Immora- 
lity and Vice, back d by the excellent Charge 
we receiv'd from your Lordſhip at this preſent jun- 
ure, hath obliged us ſeriouſly to weigh the ſeveral 
Inconveniencies that follow our too tender putting in 
Practice thoſe wholeſome Laws injoin'd by our for- 
mer Legiſlators, as well againſt Profaners of the Sab 
bath, as other e gregious Criminals. 
The being robb'd of ſo good and glorious a Prince 
we have lately been bereav'd of, cannot but be reck- 
on'd among our greateſt Calamities: but we dare 
not tax Heaven with ſeverity for the ſame, when we 
conſider that our Provocations have juſtly difarm'd. 
us of ſo good a Guard. We muſt acknowledge that 
our Sufferings are of our own creating, and our Pu- 
niſnments proceed from a general Guilt of our own. 
We ſhall not therefore pretend to extenuate our 
Failings, by recriminating upon Inferior Officers; 
but do hereby promiſe, That nothing on our parts 
ſhall be wanting for the future, (either as Chriſtians 
or Magiſtrates) to aſſiſt thoſe that are already entred 
into Soczeries for ſtopping that Inundation of Vice 


we ſee ready to overflo us, or to encourage others 
K 
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in ſo worthy an Undertaking : hoping thereby as well 
1 to ingratiate our ſelves to that Omnipotent provoks 
3 ed Power, as to enervate that Prince, who grows 
= upon our Weakneſſes, and eſtabliſheth his Empire 
upon the Ruine of our Religion, and Contempt of 
our Laws. . 
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The Preſentment of the Grand- Jury for the Coun- 
ty of Derby, at the Aſſizes held for the ſaid 
| County April 24th, 1702. | 


| mmanded by Her Majeſty's moſt excellent Pro- 

clamation againſt Vice, Immorality and Prophane- 
neſs, excited by the Pions Zeal of many worthy Per- 
ſons engaged in Societies for promoting the Glori- 
ons Deſign thereof, enconraged by the great Succeſs 
their joiat Endeavours have had (by the Bleſſing of 
Almighty God) in many parts of this Kingdom, to- 
wards effecting a Reformation of Manners. We take 
this Opportunity (encouraged thereunto by the Charge 
this Day given to us) to expreſs our great Satisfaction 
therein, to profeſs our readineſs to contribute our ut- 
moſt aſſiſtance for the Advancement of ſo good a 
Work, and to crave leave to lay before you, Her Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, 

That we humbly conceive, the great Obſtructions 
and Impediments thereunto, do proceed not only 
from the Negligence of Conſtables and other Inferjor 
Officers in their reſpective Places, but alſo from the 
Multitude of unneceſſary Ale-Houſes both in Market- 
Towns, and the ſmaller Villages; wherein not only 
exceſſive Drinking and other vicious Practices are 


pro- 
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We eaanot t but that, whenſoever any Perſons 


ſhall have Occaſion to reſort js u with any .Jofor- 


mations againſt O er to their Convicti- 
on and Puniſhment, 


they will vali ons encourage - 
ment and Diſpatch 


And we do humbly conceive, that Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality would not ſo ſhamefully abound, as now 
they do among us, if an Order of Seſſions was dire- 

del to all Coaltables, and other Inferior Officers, 


in diſcovering and bringing to condign Puniſhment 
ſach Perſons as ſhall dare to offend againſt thoſe excel- 
lent Laws whichare provided, and by our Piovs and 
Gracious Queen commanded to be put in De, 
for the ſuppreſſing of Vice. 

And we do humbly pray, That an Order of Seſſions 
may be made and directed accordingly, __ 


FINES 


ty 75 to dilſolurs, 
f and profligate Fellows reſorting thereunto, to entice 


and. allure Young Perſons into wicked Cunfererasiel. 
00 


ſtrictiy requiring them diligently to do their Duties 
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1 
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* AN Account of the Societies for Reformation of Mangers * 
1 A in Exgland and Ireland. Publiſhed with the Approbation 
of a conſiderable Number of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and of the Honourable ſudges of both Kingdoms; and ſince ap- 
proved by divers of the Nobility, and by the Commiſſioners of 
che General afſembly of the Church of Scotland, and likewiſe 
by the Commiſſioners of the French Churches in England; and 
is now Tranſlated into the Latin, French, and High Dutch Lan- 
guages, for the Propagating of the glorious Defign of Reforma- 
tion in other Nations. The Fifth Edition. 

An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformation of Manners 
in England and Ireland, and other Parts of Europe and America. 
wih ſome Reaſons and plain Directions for our hearty and 
F. - vigorous Proſecution of this Glorious Work. In a Letter to 
| a Friend. To which is added, The Special Obligations of Ma- 

giſtrates ro be diligent in the Execution of the Penal Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, for the Effecting of a 
National Reformation. The Thirteenth Edition, with Additions. 

A Letter to a Lady concerning the New Play-houſe. Pr. 2 d. 

A Repreſentation of the Impiery of the Engliſh Stage. Pr.3 d. 

The Young Man's Monitor: Shewing the great Happineſs 

of Early Piety : And the Dreadful Conſequence of Indulging 
-. Ycuthful Luſts. By Joſiah Woodward, D. D. Miniſter of popler. 
Price Bound 6 d. 

A Conference berween Two Men that had Doubts about 
Infants Baptiſm. By William Wall, Vicar of Shoreham in Rent. 
Price 4 J. or 255. per Hundred. | 

The Baſeneſs and Perniciouſneſs of the Sin of Slandering 
and Back-biring. Price 2 d. The Caſe of Reſtitution briefly 
ſtared, and the Neceſſity of it ſhewn in the Buſineſs of Repen- 
ce. *Proce 2d.  * 

The Neceſſary Duty of Family Prayer, and the deplorable 
Condition of prayerleſs Families conſider'd, in a Letter from 
a Miniſter to his Pariſhioners. With Prayers for their Uſe. 
A Few Cautions and Directions in order to the more Devout 

and Decent Performance of the publick W orſhip of God, as ap- 
pointed by che Church of England. By a Miniſter of the ſaid 
= Church A Kind Caution to Prophane Swearers. An Earneſt. 

= r Obſervance of the Lord's-Day. A 
een aof Drunkenneſs. Price 1 d. each. 
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ADñDRESSED TO THE 
MERCHANTS anv GENTLEMEN | 


0 THE 


REPRISAL ASSOCIATION; 
THE SECOND 
IS ADDRESSED TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE 


RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR; 
AND THE THIRD 


IS ADDRESSED TO THE 


LORD CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE COURT 
OF KING'S BENCH, 


AND THE OTHER JUDGES OF CRIMINAL LAW, 


{PRICE ONE SHILLING. ] 
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